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Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
W. (. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[11.28]: T move—

That the House at its rieing adjourn until
Thursday, 16th December, at 11 a.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.29 p.m.

Regislative Council,
Thursday, 16tk December, 1926,
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Chair at

QUESTION—ARBITRATION COURT,
ADVOCATES.

Hon. E. H. HARETS asked the Chief
Becrctary: 1, How long were agents or advo-
cates engaged in appearing before the Court
of Arbitration when dealing with the basic
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wage inquiries for the year 1926-19279 2,
What remuneration.was paid employery’ and
employees’ representatives respectively ¥

The CHIEF SECEETARY replied: 1,
Inguiry began on Sth February, and evi-
dence was concluded on the 21st May. The
court sat taking evidence on 20 days. 2,
The amount allowed by the Court under the
provisions of the Act were: employees' re-
presentatives, £312 4s.; employers repre-
sentatives, £152 19s. 9d. These gmounts in-
clude costs allowed by ihe conrt for work
of and ineidental to the preparation of the
CAses,

MOTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND
DRAINAGE.

Suggested Board of Works.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Meotropolitan-Suburban} [11.5]: I move—

That this House is of opinion—(1) That in
the interests of public health the immediate
completion of the metropolitan sewerage scheme
is a vital necessity; (2) That in order to secure
a continuity of policy, a metropolitan board
of works should he created to take over the
whole of the metropolitan water empply, deep
drainage and sewerage schemes, with
power and authority to carry on those under-
takings.

Very few remarks arc required from me to
stress the urgent necessity for carrying out
a proper sewerage scheme within the metro-
politan area. There is probably no greater
menace facing any pepulated centre in Aus-
tralia than that which faces our metropolitan
area. We have evidence of that in the Bill
which the Chief Seereinry recently presented
to the House, granting permission to eertain
munieipalities to undertake the installation
of septic tanks. Seplic tanks form only a
partial relief of the difficulty. This will not
overcome the main trouble which presents
itself, namely the dumping of nightsoil in
the various munigipalitiss concerned. There
are several of these dumps between Smbiaco,
Claremont, the Claremornt and Peppermink
Grove road board areas and others. All of
these aunthorities have separate dumps for
the deposit of this matter. This in itself is
a very serions menace to the health of the
people. Tn this morning’s paper there is
another striking instance of the result that
has been brought about by the inaetivity of
various (Governments on this question. T am
not referring to any particular Government
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because, in my opinicn, they have all shown
pegligence. Be that as it may, in this morn-
ing's paper it was announced that the pan
rates had been increased for all the people
of the metropolitan area. This is brought
about by the fact that the City of Perth is
now being compelled to create a new dump,
and fo make a road of five miles in length,
and cart the nightsoil from the exireme end
of Crawley to five miles hevond North Perth,
The onus is nof apon the City Council, but
upon that body whose Lusiness it should be
to see that a proper sewerage scheme is im-
mediately gone on with. It is nearly 20
years since that scheme was started. A eer-
tain amount of wovk was dene. I under-
stand that all the money that was borrowed
for the purpose of assisting people to make
honse connections was 1epaid many years
ago. T have stated in this Flouse that within
less than half a mile of Parliament, namely
in West Perth, on the other side of Colin-
street, there are as vef ho sewerage connee-
tions. In addition te that, there is the diffi-
culty of getting rid of the water from the
kitchen and the wash-house. At my own
place many dry wells have been constructed
from time to time, bvt, on account of the
saturation of the ground. the water will not
ran away. We arc really impotent to do
anything. T view with scrions apprebension
the establishment of septic tanks in the met-
ropolitan area. They may be smtable for
suburbs like Claremont and Cottesloe, where
there are large areas of land around each
house, but they will represent a serious
problem when thex are established in the
closely populated pariz of the metropolitan
arca. The only way ont of the difficulty is
to establish a board. The whole control of
these utilities must he Landed over to that
board, which must have full power and an-
thority to earry on the undertaking. A
similar board was formed in Melbourne some
years ago. I cannot cay exactly how it was
created, but T know thar its members are
elected from all the seif-governing bodies
within the area affected, This is one of those
schemes in which a eveat deal of foresight is
necessary, so that those in charge may look
far ahead in order to mupply the require-
ments of a growing population. With re-
gard to our water supply, I have been in-
formed by a competent engineer that it is
quite possible within thke next 25 or 30 years
it will be necessary not only to secure the
Whithy Falls supply but to go even as far as
the Serpentine Falls. When the population
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of the metropolitan area has grown te the
extent that it is bound to, the demand for
water, owing to our climatic conditions and
the installation of tie sewerage system, is
sure to be on a big scale. In Melbourne the
finaneial position is overcome by the desire
shown on the part of the people of the
metropolitan area to subseribe to the Metro-
politan Waterworks bonds. In that way the
board is able to borrow all the money re-
quired for the continuance of the scheme.
In Perth the sewerage scheme has shown a
loss. That is hardly to be wondered at. For
instance, there are no honsehold connections
attached to the Subiavo wmnin drain, It is
impossihle, therefore, lo receive the revenue
from it that woull be reeceived if the con-
nections were made. Praetically the whole
of Subiaco on this side of the railway, ex-
cept for what is known 55 West Subiaco, is
covered with houses. The other day I made
inquiries with respect to fnding a site suit-
able for the hoy scouts. The mayor and I
went over nearly the whole area. It was
very difficult to find any sites that were not
already built upon. The people are entitled
to the first consideration. When we realise
the position that exists in Subiaco, ay well
as in many other parts of the metropolitan
area, we must see that it is only a relic of
the dark ages to perpetuate the existing sys-
tem. If is greatly fo be rcgzretted that we
have not made grealer progress in this diree-
tion than we have made. 1 will not speak
at great length on this subject, because 1
feel that all Goverunents have realised their
responsibilities, but unfortonately a certain
amount of dillidence has always been shown
in the direction of expenditure upon this
work, Country members may feel that
special consideration is being shown to the
people of the metropolitan srea. T speak
for a large number of those people when I
say that they desire no favours in this re-
spect. What they do want is that a board
should be ereated so that thiz vitally im-
portant guestion may he rackled immedi-
ately, and that they may get the relief they
ask for. .\ board should he formed on the
lines of the Metropolitan Board of Works
in Melhourne. The duty of the board should
he to secure the services of the best sewer-
age expert. In the search for such a
man, the board should not confine its
energies only to Anstralia. "We are told that
the present system of distributing the sewage
into the river is causing pollution there, T
do not know if that is =0, hut the fact re-
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mains that a very otfensive smell srises from
the river.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There was never any
pollution before the septic tanks were estab-
lished.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: 1 be-
lieve that. The septic tanks have been placed
in such a position as to suggest that the
water should run uphill. Had they been
placed in a lower position, the results might
have been better. Be that as it may, there
are great diftieulties to be faced in evolving a
scheme that will be attended by satisfactory
results. Under the Werribee scheme, logated
22 miles from Melbourne, there are huge
sawage farms established, from which a
large revenue is derived. It may not be po=-
sitle to create a like scheme in an area sueh
as that surrounding Perth., Werribee is on
the leeside of Melbourne and, therefore, the
smells that, of course, may he expected from
such operations, do not aifect the city in
any way. If a scheme were established for
sewage farm at, say, North Beach, it might
be disagreeable te the metropolilan area
owing to the prevailing winds. I c¢on-
sider it is the duty of the Government to
vacate the funetions peferred to in the motion
and leave them to a board that will be able
to earry out a confinuouns poliey in the in-
terests of all eoncerned. It would be wise at
the outset to get the best expert advice ob-
tainable in any part of the world, so that we
may start off along sound lines. In sub-
mitting my motion I feel that it will meet
with ready aceeptanee because there is not-

ing of mere vital importanee than the activi-
ties dealt with.

HOK. G. W. MILES (North) {11.17]): I
heartily suport the motion. The time has
long since passed for brioging our sewerage
scheme up to date. 1 bave never been able to
understand why in the old days the authori-
ites allowed the septie tanks fo be placed on
the river bank at Barswood. Thoze tanks ave
{he cause of the pollution of the river. Rven
if it eost £250,000, the scheme putlined in the
motion should be undertaken at onece. The
svoner we deal with the problem, the beiter
it will be, for the longer it is delayed the
greater will be the expense. I hope the
House will agree fo the motion and that the
Government will inmediately establish a
hoard as proposed by Sir William Lathlain.
Tt shounld have heen done years ago.
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HON. A. BURVILL (South-East) [11.18] :
1 support the motion more especially on
account of the remarks of Sir William
Lathlain when he said that he hoped the
eountry members would lend their support.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: He was asking too
muech after the vote that was taken last
night!

Hon. A, BURVILL: ¥Yor many years past
country members have advecated the
metropolitan people having full control of
their water supply, draivage, sewerage and
tramway operations, Espeeially has that
attitnde been adopted by members of the
Country Party,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Should they also have
the eontro} of their markets?

Hon, A, BURVILL: We have left them
out beeause the mavkets do not represent
an entively metropolitan concern. Those
dealt with in the motion afiect the metro-
politan people alone and they should be
placed in the hands of a tvust quite apavt
from C(iovernmental conirol. If that were
done, we would have to deal with Jess
legislation introduced in the interests of
the metropolitan arvea alone. The trust
would be able to handle all those matters.
There would be no difBeulty experienced in
improving upon the present system. Some
time ngo & select committee investigated
the metropolitan water supply question and
one of the findings was that the works
should be handed over to a board or trost.

HON. A. LOVEEIN (}letropolitan)
{11.21]: T appreciate the remarks of Mr.
Durvill, It seems to me that, in common
with some other hon. members, having got
control of the Perth marizet, as Mr. Nichol-
son poinied ouf, it becomes necessary to
keep the eonsumiers alive in order that they
may buy the produce sent hy the growers
to the market. In those cirenmstances the
couniry pecple might be prepared to con-
{ribate a litfle towards the cost of remor-
ing the septic tanks to some other spot,
where the tanks would not be a menaee ro
the metropolitan people, and so promete
the profits to be derived hy the growers
from the market. I hope that when we
comme to deal with the Bill that will be in-
troduced in due course to give effect to the
motion, the country members will support
a proposal for some soeh confribution
towards the cost of the undertaking.

Hon. V. Hamersler: We will consider it
all right!
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Especially when we
consider what happened on a previous
oceasion, they should be prepared to do so,
because they deprived the people of the
metropolitan area from recovering some of

the expense incurred in the services
rendered at the market.
The PRESIDENT : Order! The hon.

member is well aware that it is contrary to
the Standing Orders to allude to a Bill not
before the House,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am aware of that,
but I was looking ahead.

The PRESIDENT : I hope the hon. mem-
ber will observe the Standing Orders.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Quife so. -My re-
marks were intended to be jocular. The
remarks I was indrlging in were sueh that
one might expect the President or Chair-
man of Committees to overlook.

Hon. A. Burvill: Country members are
quite prepared to allow you to look after
your own domestic affairs.

Hon. A, LOVERIN: As we all know,
Western Australia in particular presents a
very unfair aspect when statisties are re-
sorted to. Our indebtedness per head of
ihe population, compared with that of
other States, appears to be enormous. The
explanation for that is that whereas we
have these public utilities, the expenses of
which are charged up to the public debt,
other States have not. The Metropolitan
Board of Works in Melbourne owe millions
of pounds, but that liability is not a charge
against the publie indebtedness of Victoria.
With the inelusion ef the liability in our
publie debt, on account of the services re-
ferred to in the motion, Western Australia
is made to appear as if it was a State of
spendthrifts who owed a tremendons lot of
money per head of the popnlation, much in
excess of the indebtedness per head in
other States. I have a pamphlet that was
recently issued in London bringing the
figures up to September, 1926, and it shows
how the people there regzard Australian
finances. If the earrying of the motion
does nothing else than encourage the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation to transfer
these activities to a board of works and
thus relieve the national debt by so much
per head, it will make the eomparison he-
tween our finaneces and those of other
States not so invidions, Perhaps it will
lead to disarming some of the London eriti-
cism levelled against ns, as well as against
some of the other States. There is no
doubt that the septic tanks must go. That
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is the opinivn of everyone in the State,
The point is, what is to be done with the
sewage matter. It has been suggested tha*
it should be conveyed to a farm in the sand
hills along North Beach, Sir William
Lathlain made a good point that is worthy
of consideration. He referred to the pre-
vailing winds which he suggested might
blow the smell back to the city. That may
or may not be s0. We had it in evidence,
however, when the select committee in-
qnired into metropolitan water supply mat-
ters, that the late Mr. Lawson put floats
out from shore in the vicinity of Triggs
islamd te ascertain whether there was a
tidal flow inwards or outwards. It was
discovered that the tidal flow was outwards
and that any sewage or other matter that
wag put in the sea there would flow out and
not be swept back to shore. That point
was also proved by the experiences in con-
nection with the Fremantle harbour works.
When Sir John Coode enndemned the river
scheme, it was on the ground that there
would be no sconr and that the harbour
would silt up in eonsequence. Mr. C. Y,
O’Connor proved the opposite by the same
method as Mr. Tawson adopted. He
demonstrated that there was a flow ont-
wards, which would tend to deepen the har-
bour rather than to silt it up. That point
can be considered too. I agree with Sir
William Lathlain that something should be
done at once from the health point of view
and also from the financial point of view,
It should be done in the direction indieated
in the motion with which I heartily agree,

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
{11.25]: Had it not been for the references
to countrv members, I would not have
spoken this morning. I heartily support
the motion. T assure mefropolitan members
that representatives of the country pro-
vinees, while perhaps not quite so proud of
the representatives of the eity as they might
be, are very proud indeed of the City of
Perth. I am sure the conniry members will
not be a party to anything that is not for the
benefit of the capital eity. They will favour
anything that will tend to further lLeantify
what T believe is a wonderful eity. Refer-
ence has been made to the metropolitan
sewerage system. If counfry members
choose to indnlge in a little humour at the
expense of their city confreres, they might
well refer to the barrage throngh which they
have to pasa when travelling across the Bun-
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bury bridge to reach the city. If angthing
more closely approaching a pas barrage
could be devised to keep country neople out
of the city, 1 do not know what it could be.
There is no guestion of the conntry repre-
sentatives being antagonistic to the people
of the city. I am glad that Mr. Lovekin
explained that his remarks were morve or
less in a humourous strain. While we may
not see eye to eye with metropolitan repre-
sentatives on domestic maiters, sueh as the
metropolitan market, we stand shoulder to
shoulder with them in anything that will
tend to beantify the capital city.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [11.28]:
T do not wish to say more than a few words
on this subject. I am fully in aceord with
the proposal to establish some such beard,
especially hecause of the financial aspeet to
which Mr. Lovekin has allnded. Tn that
respect this State has been taken to serious
account in other parts of the world. If all
municipal functions are to be financed by
local aunthorities, perhaps in the form of a
trust, there is no donbt they will be able to
exercise just as wide borrowing powers, on
the evidence of their stability, as the State
is, and will he able to encourage investors to
participate in their loans and thus enable
them to earry ont their own works. On the
subject of the disposal of sewage, 1 was
hoping that reference would have been made
to what is being done in otber parts of the
world for its proper employment. Members
who have had an opportanity to visit the
city of Edinburgh may recolleet that the
scheme there adopted for the disposal of
sewage is very profitable indeed. There is
an area of some 200 aeres and the vewage
is need for irrigating it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The same applies to
Glasgow.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: On the area crops
of fodder are raised, and are used for the
feeding of dairy cattle. In Paris there are
some fine gardens that sre largely main-
tained by utilising the sewage by means of
irrigation, and there is not only no odour
but the effluent from the sewage works,
after having passed through the septic {anks,
is entirely free from contaminating bac-
teria. That is a scheme that might com-
mend itself to the Iocal authorities in Perth.
Here we have a similar type of seil. It is
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tound that the percolation into the sandy
soil prodnces growth and changes the char-
acter of the seil, making it richer in humus
and in every way more fertile. Thus sandy
soil under the continual manuring may be
converted into fertile land and enable pro-
fitable returns to be obtained from the dis-
posal of the sewage. It appears that a simi-
lar oppeortunity is available for the City
Council of Perth who, if they adopted a
scheme of that deseription, could turn the
waste into the use as fertiliser as intended
by nature. In passing let me make refer-
ence to the Midland JTunction abattoirs. I
am informed that a stream of offensive
matter from the abattoirs is permitted to
enter the Helena River. Its presence in the
river must be highly deleterious. The infor-
mation should certainly be brought under the
notice of the Government that they might
aseertain if there is any truth in the state-
ment. It seems that the contamination of
the river may be arising from sources other
than the septic tanks at Burswood Island.
T support the motion.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
W. Hickey—Central) [11.32]: I think mem-
bers all agree that the two most import-
ant factors in any country are those of
health and education. I feel sure that Sir
William Lathlain and other members who
have supported the motion have those factors
in mind. Everything possible has been done
hy the departmental officers to diseharge their
duites in a thoroughly efficient way, and I
think their work will compare more than
favourably with that of other officers else-
where in Avstralia. It is of the utmost im-
portance to safeguard the health of the com-
munity. We must realise that inereased pros-
perity in the country wmeans increased popu-
lation in the metropolitan area, and thus
added responsibilitics are east on the au-
thovities to ensure that the health of the peo-
ple is safeguarded. This is not the first time
that the question has been broached in the
Couneil. About two years ago Mr. Baxter
moved an almost similar motion and the
opinion of the Government at that time was
expressed by the Chief Seeretary., I think
that if I quote his remarks, the reply then
given will be equally applicable to the pre-
sent motion. I have had no opportunity to
consult Cabinet since the motion was tabled,
but I do not think snything bas occurred
meanwhile to alter the opinion of the Govern-
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ment. The reply given by the Chief Secre-
tary two years ago was—

The Government will be prepared immedi-
ately to enter into negotiations for the trans-
fer of the metropolitan water supply to repre-
sentatives of the local bodies concermed. If
those loeal bodies are prepared to do business,
they should first approach the Government. 1t
must not be understood that, in adopting this
attitude, the Government desire to part with
these public utilities. At the same time, they
do not seek fo place any obstacles in the way
of the municipalisation of the services. It
Mr. Baxter's motion and Mr. Nicholson's
amendment go to a division, I must vote
either onec way or the other. I ghall vote, not
as a member of the Government, but as a
member for Central Province.

That expression of opinion, 1 think, ,stands
good to-day. I have heard of nothing to
canse the Guvernmnent to alter it. If the
local bodies of the metropolitan area are
anxious to do business in the direction in-
dicated, the way is open for them to begin
negotiations with the Government forth-
with.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [11.35]): [
I should like to make a few remarks because
of the fear expressed by some members that
residents of the country districts might con-
clude that the eity is about to reeeive some
nndue advantage. I wish to assure members
that the whole of the people in the country
distriets have a very great love for the eapital
city of the State.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane:
show it?

Hoa. J. J. Holmes: Meiropolitan members
do not want your sympathy; they want your
vote.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This is not a
question of svmpathy or vote; it is a ques-
tion of the horror experienced by country re-
sidents in their attempts to enter the city.
Whenever I and my frineds wish to enter
this one-time beautiful city, we are met with
a barrier almost sufficient to keep us out. At
ore fime I looked forward to the day when
I might have an opportunity to spend some
of my years in the eity.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Your declining years?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T have looked
forward to opportunitics to availmyself again
of some of the pleasures of my boyhood
along the river frontages and on the river
ifself.

Member: You are too old for that now.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : I learn with re-
eret from many of my frineds that no Ionger
do they desire to go hoating on the river. I

Where do Fyon
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learn from others thuf the bathing we en-
Joyed at’the time is a thing of the past. I
am told that if one anchors a boat in the
river, when he goes to pull up the anchor
chains they are in & state that is positively
disgusting. All those disadvantages were pre-
dicted when the Bill was introduced to give
authority for the septic tanks to ba located
at Burswood Island. Some of us voted
against the proposal, but there was a ma-
jority who believed in the system and as-
sured us that the effluent from the tanks
would not pollute the river. Consequently
the Bill was passed. As time has gone on, I
have become more and more satisfied that a
very grave blunder was then perpetrated,
and I have sinee wondered how long it
would be before the City of Perth would
wake up to the fact that it +was
absolulely necessary to alter the system.
There are numerous large areas between
Perth and the Moore River that eould be
utilised without running the sewage through
the sandhills to the North Beach. Those
areas hetween Perth and the Moore River,
I think, are unoecupied, and if the sewage
were turned on to them under such a system
as has been suggested by Mr, Seddon thous-
ands of acres would be benefited. If some
such scheme were proposed, I am sure it
would receive the support of the country
districts because everybedy in the State
woull henefit from it. TUnder the present
system we are bastening the day when a
frightful epidemie will hreak out in the eity
and spread to the surrounding areas. We
have only to run into a danger of that kind
to ruin the fair.name of the city of Perth,
and if that once happened it wonld pro-
bably be half a centnry before the confi-
dence ,of the eommunity and of investors
could be restored. Many people who in
vears gone by anticipated with pleasure the
establishment of homes on the river front-
ages are living away from tbe river to-day.
The value of the land along the whole of the
viver's hanks is lower hecause of the water
having heen polluted by the septic tanks.
It is a disgrace to the community that the
prollution chould have continned so long.
Mr. Seddon referred to the pollution of the
Ilelena River from the Midland Junection
abattoirs.  Presently, I presnme, it will be
almost a~ diflicult to pass over the Helens
ridee a= it is at present to eross the Canse-
wiay, Where the odours are so frightful that
no one eares to risk eontaet with them. We
have heen told of the proposal to discharge
seware into the sen and the experiments<
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made by the late Mr. Lawson and others
to aseertain whether the tides would drive
it baek to the beach or the breezes would waft
the odours back to the city. I have only te
remind members of the fact that at the
Moore River and, in fact, most of the rivers
along the western coast, the fresh water ac-
camulates for a few months and then, by
sheer force, breaks through the silt bars and
passes out to sea. Within a very short time,
however, the whole of the soil is lifted
back and the river mouth is again blocked.
The same thing will happen if the sewage is
discharged into the sea, and our beautiful
heaches will be ruined. 1 appeal to the pro-
jeeted board of works or whoever may le
in authority, on no aecount to lead us into
. scheme whereby the sewage can be thrown
back to the banks of the river or the shores
of the sea. So sure as the silt is eonstantly
lifted into the mouths of the rivers on our
western eoast, 50 surely will the sewage again
be sirewn along our sea beaches. Let us
dispose of the sewage by running it on to
level areas of sand where it will be exposed
to the rays of the sun, the best disinfectant
that the world has yet discovered. By adopt-
ing sach a scheme we should be converting
barven wastes of sand into fertile areas that
could he turned to profitable aceount. In fact,
we would get a full return for the whole of
the eost ineurred in disposing of the sewage
in that way. I support the motion. I re-
eret that it has been brought down at such
a late hour in the session, when mem-
bers perhaps have not had suofficient time
te eonsider it fully. Certainly many more
reasons could bhe advaneed in support of the
notion than those that have heen mentioned
this morning.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan) [11.45]: T support the motion. The
rapid increase of population in the metro-
politan avea demands that the sewerage sys-
tem of Perth should be extended to the
ereater area. It is recogmised that the fin-
ancing of the proposal must be a very difii-
enlt one, and that it eau be better done by a
honrd than by the Government or a depart-
ment. On the economie side I have no faith
in the way in which the Government or the
Public Works Department carry out such a
huge work. Tt would he wise to entrust to
a board, sueh as is proposed in the motion,
the control, not only of sewerage hut »f
drainage and waler supplies as well. We
have had before us this session a Bill giving

3113

certain loeal anthoritics power to instal sep-
tic tanks. If tlis eould be done throughout
we should have lhe most ellicient method of
dealing with the sanitary arrangements of
the city, & method that would ensure the best
eonditions of health, which under the present
system is somewhat doubtful. This motion
proposes to extend the sewerage to the outer
suburbs, T feel that something should W
done in the way of redueing the heavy costs
likely to acerue from the continuance of the
present sewerage scheme. There is this to
be said for the proposed board, that it would
take into consideation the future develop-
ment of the city and suburbs. The scheme
must be put in hand some day, and the
earlier the better for Lthe community at large.
So 1 hope that this motion will become
something mure than a pious resolution, that
something dcefinite will come out of it, so
that the charge made against the present
sewerage system of polluting the river cun
be eliminated, 1 am not one to lay the re-
sponsibility for the whole of the pollution
of the river upon the filter beds, for I feel
that the low-lying portions of the fore-
shore, which only reclamation can improve,
contribute their quota also.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Tt is the fanlt of the
municipalities in not going on with the
project.  The Government asked them 1iu
negotiate with a  view to taking over
the scheme. For two years past the Govern-
ment have beern willing, but no movement
has been made by the municipalities.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T know that
previous (tovernments have been ashed to
turn over the scheme to a board. 1 remem-
ber that & proposal was put up to the City
Council, bat it was so one-sided that the
council eould not accept it. T have it in
mind that it had to be turned down tecause
of the iniquitous representation proposed.

Hon. H. Seddon: But would not the
stheme have served as a basis for negotia-
tion?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Ti was n
scheme that the City Couneil could not ae-
ecpt.

The Honorary Minister: But nothing has
been done by the municipalities sibee the
Chief Secretary eave a reply on the motion
moved by Mr. Baxter,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T remem-
ber that a proposal was submitted to the
City Council. It was investizated and
turned down because the Government of the
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day were offering something that was not
eguitable, However, I hope this motion will
prove to be something more than u pious
wish, hecause only a board such as is sug-
gested can deal with the matter economie-
ally.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (BEast) [11.50]:
One wonders whether there is any resl sin-
cerity behind a motion of this kind. 1 was
always under the impression that the City
Couneil desired Lo take over what zhould
be its proper functions, namely, sewerage,
deep drainage, water supply and trawways.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: You eannol ex-
pect them to take over these serviees at any
price at which they may be offered.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The motion I
moved two years ago leit it open for the
loeal authorities to negotiate, However, no-
thing has been done in that direction. The
motion we have before us is for the creation
of r metropolitan board of works fo take
over sewerage, deep dramage, and water
supply. Am I to rend into it that what is
desired is that n board shall be established
and shali carrv on under the Government?
If it were not so, surely something wonld
kave been done ere this under the motion
of two years ago. Sir William Lathlain,
who was for years mayor of the city, Mr.
Nicholson, another ex-mayor, and Mr. Mac-
farlane, who was a city councillor for a
long period, ought to know the viewpoint
of the City Council. It may be sail that
whilst T favour this motion, I did not fav-
our the City Council having control of the
metropolitan markets.  However, those
metropolitan markets are nof to be com-
founded with the services mentioned in the
motion; for the producers, although living
away from the city, are largely concérned in
the metropolitan markets, whereas the mat-
ters referred to here are matters exclusively
for the eity and suburbs.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And are they not eon-
cerned in the other proposition also?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Those who come
into the city have fo pay for these serviees,
indireetly if not directly. The services
alluded to in the motion are matters for
the control of the loecal anthovities and
should never have been nationalised.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do the producers want
representation on this hoard alsof
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Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Certainly nol, We
want to assist you to maintain proper ser-
vices in the city and suburbs.

The Honorary Minister: The hon. mem-
ber’s motion of two years ago indieated that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, and it opened
the way for those with desires in that diree-
tion to approach the Government. They
could not expect the Government to go
around canvassing for somebody to take the
responsibifity off their hands. Now we get
this motion af the extreme end of the ses-
sion. Some members are always arcusing
the Government of bringing down immportant
measures in the elosing hours of the session,
but here we have a2 private membher expos-
ing himseif to the same charge.

Hon. V. Hamersley: The session has not
closed yet.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, but it is gener-
ally understood that it will elose to-day. Im
future that member will not be able to bring
forward that old charge against the Gov-
ernment.

Hon. (i. Potter:
motion ?

Hon, . F. BAXTER: Of course it is.
But T say that in foture private members
will not be able to complain of the Govern-
ment’s bringing down of important measures
at the end of & session, for one private mem-
ber is doing that very thing to-day. The
present sewerage system is 2 disgrace to the
city, and an economic waste as well. We
have adjacent to the city large areas of land
starved for want of building up with proper
manures. Those lands counld be turned to
profitable account, as is done in other parts
of the world. Tnstead of that, year in and
vear out we are using the sewage of the
city to pollute one of the most beautiful
vivers in Aunstralia. As a result, instead of
taking onr summer visitors on the river, we
are very anvious to keep them as far away
from it as we ean. The proposal to take the
sewage out to the sea coast is another waste-
ful project. Were it ecarried into effect it
would mean that we should no longer be
able to nse our popular health resorts on
the sea coast, such as the City Beach and
other magnificent beaches. I will sup-
port the motion, but T do not think
it will get us very far. The loeal auth-
orities should ecome to a definite under-
standing amongst themselves. The wey is
open for them to negotiate. Tt is their duty

But is vot this a good
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to do that, not to come forward with mo-
tions sueh as that before us, which is really
a pious hope that the Government will still
carry on, but will appoint a board. It ap-
pears to me the city does not want the re-
sponsibility, but wanis the Government to
find the money and appoint the board to
carry out the serviees. I will support the
motion, bnt T hope those concerned will take
np the matter, as suggested by the Chief
Secretary when speaking on my metion of
two vears ago.

HON. J. E. DODD (South) [11.54] :
‘While I sce no objeetion to the motion, to
my mind it seems to have been moved in the
wrong place. There is really no necessity
for it in this Chamber. The way is open
even now for the local authorities of the
metropolitan area to take the initiative in
this matter. Why have they not done so?
The invitation was given to them when the
matter was before us on the motion of Mr.
Baxter two years ago. | remember that de-
bate. The reply read bv the Honorary Min-
ister to-day shows that the Government ara
quite willing to enter into negotiations and
consider this matter. Consequently T fail to
gee any necessity for the motion here at all,
except, perhaps, the first part of it, in re-
gard to which everybody is agreed. How-
ever, T think the taking of the imitiative is
up to the local authoritics. It is for them to
get a move on and see what can be done.
The scheme will then have to come before
Parliament for ratification.  Parliament
would then consider what powers should be
given to the board to be created. That is
all I desire to say at present. I hope the
metropolitan local authorities will wake up
and enter into negotiations to see whether a
board can be created.

Question put and passed.

On motion by Sir William Lathlain, reso-
Intion transmitted to the Assembly for its
concurrence.

BILL—WAR RELIEF FUNDS,
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it bad agreed to the
amendments made Ly the Couneil.
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BILL—APPROFPRIATION.
Second Reading.
Debate resumned from the 14th December.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [12.5]: 1
do not intend te delay the House at any
great length, but must take this opportunity
to answer some of the extraordinary state-
ments of the Chief Secretary when replying
to my remarks on the Loan Bill. The Min-
ister says the reason he singled me out for
particular reply was that 1 was known
throughout the country. He did me the
honour of saying that people took notice of
what T said. e went further and stated
that he had quoted me on the platform at
the last elections as an anthority. 1 know
he did so. He said “Mr. Holmes is not one
of us, but when he makes these siatements
vou can rely upon them as being pretty
near the facts.” That is what he told the
people of Western Australia on the hustings
when standing for a seat in this House. As
a result of that, and of using ammunition of
that kind in order to convinee the people
that the Government then in power were not
handling the finances of the country pro-
perly, the people were convinced that if they
voted for his party, all these things would
he rectified. Accordingly the Labour Gov-
ernment were sent back with power {o con-
trol the State. YWhat position did we find
then? l.ast night the Chief Secretary not
only chammpioned the present Government
for their methods of finance, but champicened
the Government he had condemned on the
hustings. He goes back on the statements
he made on the public platform, and falls
into the very methods of finanee which he
told the public of this country were per-
nicious. Wlere are the polities of this State
going to? Anything for office, T would as-
sume! Those methods of finance that are
all wrong in the case of other people are all
right when he becomes & member of Cabinet.
No msatter how members of Cabinet may
condemn the previous Governments on the
platform for their methods of finance, prior
to taking the responsibility themselves, those
methods are all right when they occupy the
Treasury bench. So much for that. The
Chief Secretary was very careful. T do not
blame him for the figures he submitted, for
I know that departmental officers put up
whatever figures they like to present. Therz
ean, however, be no excuse for the Chief
Secretary in another direction, because of
his remarks from the pmblic platform and
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his subsequent veversal of form in this
House. The officers of the department who
put up the ligures for him earefully avoided
my reference to the debits to loan expendi-
ture, which should bave been debited to rev-
enue. Without much trouble members may
find from the Auditor (eneral’s report that
approximately baltf a million of money bas
been debited to Joan which should have been
debited to revenue, If that had been done,
instead of the deficit being only £91,000, it
would kave been in the vicinity of £600,000.
On page 3 of his report the Anditor (ieneral
points ount that no less than £236,000 was
debited to loan, which should have been
debited to revenue. Adminsirative expenses
in connection with group settlement, amount-
ing to £82,000, were also charged to loan.
Tf they had been charzed to the individual
seillers one might reasonably have expected
the amount to be credited to revenue,
but those expenses are not so charged,

and @pever will be. The Government
have debited up the amonnt to loan.
A swun of f£108,000 was charged as

interast to group setilements. The Anditor
General poinis out thai this is wrong. If the
amount had been charged to the individual it
could have been taken as a eredit to rev-
enne, assuming that the people  would pay,
bot it i1s charged to loan and credited to
revenue. There is also a loss on country
water sapplies of £14,000. There is a profit
of £19,000 on the Wyndham meat works
taken to eredit of revenue, but it should have
been taken to the credit of previous losses
on the Wyndham Meat Works. A sum of
£4,500 was looned to the Fremantle har-
bour works, on the assumption that it wounld
be paid back, but it was not applied to the
reduction of their expenditure. That, too,
has heen taken to the credit of revenue. If
these figures with a few others are totted
up, we shall arrive at aproximately half a
willion pounds, That is the sort of fpanc-
ing that the (lovernment were sent in to rec-
tify. 1 now come to the State’s indebted-
nes=s, which i~ £70,000,000.  Aceording to
the Pablic Mceonnts, to which the Chief Sce-
retary referred last night, the expenditme
on public works, ete., in accordance with the
sehedule, i £62,000,000. What has become
of the £8,000,000. We can only usswe that
the £6,000,000 went into the deficit, as there
is not o penuy represented anywhere for
that amount. It is idle to talk about the
railways heing an assef, or about its being
pous«ible to sell them to-morrow for more
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than they cost. It is not proposed to sell
them, and that does not enter into the ques-
tion. What has become of the six million
pounds? Kot a farthing asset is represented
by that amount. We have passed Bills for
railways which have never been built, and
we have passed Loan Bills to pay for them.
All over the country there are railways and
other public works authorised. For all these
works that remain to be done, the cash avail-
able from loan to the 30th June was
£114,000. The Minister disputed the cor-
rectness of my statement when I said that
the works appearing in the Schedule of the
Bill would never be built with the loan money
that is now being asked for. That money
will be taken to eonstruet works that were
nuthorised years ago. This is the pernie-
ious system that was perpetrated before, but
is being continued by the present Govern-
ment.  The Minister now champions the
very people who preceded him. We now
come to the question of trust accounts. T
sajd that approximately one million of
money had been taken from trust funds and
had been used for earrying on State trad-
ing concerns, or anything else the Govern-
ment desired to spend money on. The
amount to the 30th June was £936,000. I
said it was a million of money. I find from
the “Statistical Register’ that to the 30th
September the debits for the last nina
months to State trading concerns amount to
£2,300,000, and that the credits are only
£2,000,000. If we add the difference,
£300,000, to the £937,000, which must have
been obtained somewhere, because the Gov-
ernment could not pay it out until they got
it, we arrive at o figure of 134 million
pounds. It can only be assumed that this
money has been taken from trust funds.
Instead of stating that thev have taken one
million pounds I should have been nearer
the mark had T added & quarter of a million
pounds, I wish now to refer to the eapital
indebtedness of Western Ausfralin.  Part
of this indehtedness is due to the faet that
the Clovernment are carryvingz out a lot of
works, =itch as the metropolitan water sup-
ply and sewernge scheme, ete, The sooner
soeh a work as that is handed over to a trust
the better will it he in order that eur per
eapita indebtedness may be reduced. T can-
not blame the present Government for the
Gelay sn that regard. T reinember well that
some time ago, I think shortly after the
Premer assumed office, he said he would be
ciud to he relieved of this. He threw out
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the suggestion that the people of the metro-
politan area should come along with their
proposal, and that it would be favourably
vonsidered. Nothing has been done. I am
certain that is not his fault. Mr. Macfar-
tane told me the other day that the City
Council had had the right to build the mar-
kets for 20 years, and that the right had now
been taken away from them. My reply was
that it was nearly time the yight was taken
from them sinee they haé not exercised it
in 20 years. In 1017 the per capita indebt-
edness of Western Australin—and it is the
per capita indebtedness which governs fin-
ance—was £116. Tn 1926 it is £158. That
is an inerease of nearly 5¢ per cent. Ani
our population heas ounly increased by
100,000

Hon. H. Seddon: That is net, not gross.

Tou. J. J. HOLMES: To show how we
are spending money, I will refer to the au-
thority quoted by Mr. Lovekin this morn-
ing—Messrs. Sidney Russell Cooke and E.
H. Davenport, two of the leading finaneial
men at the other end of the world. I will
take the figures for 1924-25, which are the
latest available to me. T may just remark
that outside the House I am assumed to be
correet, while inside the House I am as-
sumed to be wrong. At all events, that is
the tinal pronouncement of the Chief See-
retary.

The Honorary Minister: You will lose
your reputation te-day if you are not ecare-
ful.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: For 1924-25 Aus-
tralian Governments expended out of loan
funds per hkead as follows:—Tasmania, £]
25, 3d.; New Sonth Wales, £4 1s. 5d4.; Vie-
foria, £56 6s. 2d.; Queensland, £4 17s. 3d.;
South Australia, £6 10s. 9d4.; and Western
Auvstralia, £11 5s. 2d. That is how we ure
going on.

Hen. J. Nicholson: We are leading the
way.

Hon. W, H. Kilson: Do you suggest the
expenditure is not necessary?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I would not mind
the expenditare if we were paying all the
interest out of revenue or providing a sink-
ing fund to meet the Labilities when
they fall due. Listening to the Chief
Secretary Iast night, one would think that
the Anditor General ought to be dismissed.
Fortunately, he cannot be dismissed, becanse
that requires a resolution cartied hy both
Houses of Parliement. Again, listening to
the Chief Secretary last night, one wonld
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think that the public aceountants should be
dismissed. They may be, but the Govern-
ment will have to print a new set of publie
aceounts before they can be justified in doing
that. Mr. Seddon quoted from the Publie
Accounts, and I quoted from the Auditor
General’s report. The Chief Secretary said
that sinking fund was provided. I do not
wish to delay the House, but the Auditor
General points out that in some cases sink-
ing fund bas been provided, and in some
cases not, and in other cases it has been sus-
pended until the Governor's pleasure. The
Minister stands up here and says that I am
all wrong and that he is all right, and he tells
private citizens that I am all right and that
the Government are all wrong. When he states
here that not only his Government, but also
previous Governments, have done the right
thing, and that I am an irresponsible person,
it is too muech for me. If prospective members
of Parliament on going to the country take
up one attitude outside the House and an-
other attitude when they get inside the House,
there is only one thing to do—Parliament
must step in and take a hand and see that
this thing sball cease. I nearly succeeded
once, and I will try it again. “When Mr.
Colebatch was Leader of .this Chamber, I
made anattempt to hold up the Appropriation
Bill until the Government had declared what
they were going to do. When it was moved
that the Bill be read a second time, I moved
an amendment that the second reading be
deferred until February, so as to give the
Government time to tell us what they were
going to do by way of straightening up the
finances. We divided the House, and it was
12 all. But for a desire on the part of
some members, who were with me, to get
away—the weather was hot and uncomfort-
able—I think the amendment would have
been carried by 18 to 6. However, the voting
was 12 all, and the Appropriation Bill was
passed on the casting vote of the President.
There are some members who will be with
me on this point when next session an at-
tempt is made to stop this kind of thing. I
shall not attempt to do anything on the pre-
sent Appropriation Bill. I give fair warning,
however, that there will not be another Ap-
propriation Bill passed with my consent until
the matter has been rectified.

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [12.21}: I am afraid that any re-
marks I may make will seem very mild after
the speech of my colleague. However, I wish
to say a few words on the railways. T said
nothing on the Loan Bill, becanse it had
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been diseussed very fully; but secing that
the railways finished up with a loss last year,
it is wise to suggest to the Government that
they use a good deal of cantion and pru-
dence as regards the spending of money on
railways in the future. The moneys borrowed
for railway construction have always been
borrowed on the condition that they are to
be spent on reproductive public works, 1t
is always an obligation on the Government to
see that works constrncted out of money
borrowed on that eondition shall be made re-
produetive. This, however, will make it im-
possible for the Government to continue the
policy they started last year, first to increase
wages and then to reduce hours. Under such
conditions the railways cannot be expected to
pay. The Loan Bill suggests that there will
be several more railways. If our railways are
to continue to run at a loss, it will have a
severe effect on the Government finances. Part
of the £4,000,000 represented by the Loan
Bill is, I take it, to be borrowed on the same
condition as heretofore, that the money shall
be spent on reproductive public works; and
therefore I saggest to the Government that
they take into eareful consideration the ques-
tion of seeing that ocur railway system is
made as nearly as possible remunerative.
There is another point conneected with the
railways. I continually read in the news-
papers paragraphs and letters stating that
there are hundreds of thousands of acres of
good farming land at the present moment
alongside existing railways, or within reason-
able distances of those railways, and not be-
ing made any use of, or not being made snf-
ficient use of, or being held for speeulative
purposes. I am not one of those who realise
that such a state of affairs exists. If it does
exizl, then I quite agree with the statement
that it is the duty of the Government to see
that those lands in close proximity to existing
railways are developed, rather than that lines
shou!d be boilt hundreds of miles ont for the
purpose of gbtaining new land.

Hon. E. Rose: When the Closer Settlement
Bill was introdueed, we were told that there
was ne land available within reaeh of existing
railways.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM : I
am saying what newspapers and various
people have stated. If that is the ease, it
is the duty of the Government to see that
those lands are developed before railwars
are extended miles and miles into the
conntry. When I was interrupted T was
aboyt to say that so far as my own know-
ledge goes, T am not aware of any such
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unused lands. 1 have never seen them. [
do not know where they are. But it they
do exist, as we are assured by various
newspapers and persons, it is the duty of
the Governwent to take the matter in
hand. The owners of such lands, presum-
ing the lands exisi, if they will not use
them or sell them at a reasonable rate,
should be allowed 12 inonths to improve
them, failing which the Government shoald
be empowered to resume at a reasonable
prieca.

Hon. G. W. Miles : The Goverument
wanted to do that under the Closer Settle-
ment Bill, which did not pass.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM : I
say these lands do not exist so far as I
know.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We say they do exist
and the tiovernment want that power.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: If
the hon. raember ean prove that, let him do
80,
Hon. (i, W, Miles: The House will not
eive the (iovernment the necessary power,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
am willing to give them the power if the
lands exist, but I say they do not exist. I
have always distinetly stated what I state
to-day, that if sueh lands exist, the Gov-
ernment should take steps. To my know-
ledge they do not exist, and it is impossible
to {ake steps to meet conditions which do
not exist. On the other hand, before the
CGiovernment build huondreds of miles of
railway into the country for the purpose of
abtaining new lands, they should resume
unused lands at decent prices, if such lands
exist—which T very much question,

Hon. E. Rose: That is what the Govern-
inent endeavoured to do in the past.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM :
Another point connected with the Railway
Department deserves eareful and serious
consideration. We ave told that the com-
petition of motor buses and motor lorries is
seriously interfering with the Railway De-
partment, and preventing the lines from
paving. Tf that is so, the question arises
whether the Goveroment shounld not con-
struet roads and run motor lorries instead
of constructing railways and ruonning
trains, The matter requires careful con-
sideration, and I am merely drawing the
attention of the Government to it in the
hope that they will be able to de something
towards making the railways remunerative
as nearly as possible. Pioneer railways, of
course, never ean be remunerative. There
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must always be losses in connection with
working them as in eonpection with many
other activities; but well-established lines
should pretty well pay expenses, if mnot
make a profit. Another point to whieh I
wish fo draw attention is the expenditure
of Federal money in Western Australia.
To many people it seems news that so much
money 1s spent in this State by the Federal
Government. Some time ago I asked a
question on this subject. I wished to know
how much money the State had received
from the Federal Government in the way
of old age pensions, invalid pensions,
maternity bonuses, and military pensions.
The reply I received was to the effect that
the State Qovernment had no information
upon these matters. Ior the information
of the State Government I shall now guo‘e
the figures, which show how advantageons
it must be from the aspect of taxation to
have so much Commonwealth expenditure
in this State. The hard eash that comes
to Western Australia from the Federal
Government on account of these various
matters each year, amounis fo approxi-
mately £1,250,000. Hon. members will
realise what an advantage that expenditure
must represent to the business community
of Perth.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We are in the Fed-
eration too, and we do not want secession.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The
details of the expenditure may be interest-
ing to hon. members. The amount paid by
way of pensions here is £738,000,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Invalid or old
age pensions?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOQOM :
Neither. This represents war pensions.

Incapacitated persons and dependants of
ineapacitated persons receive £738,000, the
payments heing made to a total of 25,927
persons.

Hon. W. H. Katson: Does that refer to
soldiers’ pensions?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM : Yes,
to 'pensions paid to soldiers and their de-
pendants. I do not wish to refer to all the
partieunlars, but they inelude payments to
589 widows and 1,037 ehildren of deceased
ex-soldiers, to 5496 wives of incapacitated
ex-soldiers, and to 9,003 children of those
men, as well as to many others, the total
numhber of whom was 25927, Those in-
dividuals reeeived amounts aggregating
£738,282. When we come to the invalid
and old age pensions we find that £450,000
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was paid out under that heading, while
£15,000 was contributed to hbenevolent
asylums and hospitals, and £42,000 was
paid out in maternity allowances. In all,
these payments tota! £1,245,000. I think
Ministers should be obliged to me for
making that information available to them.
With these few remarks, I have much
pleasure in supporting the second reading
of the Bill, and I trust that the funds we
are voting will be administered carefully,
particalarly in conneetion with the rail-
ways, as 1 have suggested.

HON, H. SEDDON (North-East) {12.32]:
Cerlain statements were made in the Legis-
lative Assembly durinz the Jliscussion npon
the Bstimates, which 1 think were not in the
interests of an institution Lhat is little under-
stood. 1 consider those slatements should
be replied to. During the debate on the
Mining Estimates references were made to
the expenditure ineurred in connection with
the School of Mines, Kalzooriie. Doubt was
expressed whether the expenditure of those
funds secured as efficient resulis as might
be expected. In faet. the =uggestion was
made that a reduction shonld be authorised
owing to the deeline of the mining industry.
We have to admit that miving has declined,
but at the same time 1iiie work that the
School of Mines is doing is, in my opinion,
some of the most effcctive that is being
undertaken in this Staie to arrest that de-
eline. After all, one of the soundest prin-
eiples we ean pursue in vrder to meet diffi-
culties existing in any particular industry
is to bring to bear opon that industry the
highest scientific knowledge and best tech-
nieal training that can be made available to
those encaged in thai industry. 1 do not
know of any better way of training young
men who desire to follow tle profession of
nmining than to give ther a sound technical
education, such as is available at the Kal-
roorlie School of Mines. Az an illustration
of the work the school has been doing, I
have had a return prepared of the number
of students attending the schon!. The return
covers the period from 1903 to 1926, and
inelades particnlars of the attendances dur-
ing the various terms. For the information
of hon. members I will explain that there are
three terms each vear. Stndents are allowed
fo enter on payment of what is practically
a nominal fee, while there are also many
students who attend without the payment of
any fees. For example, a regulation was
framed at the termination ¢f the war under
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which returned soldiers were allowed to
attend the school and reccive tumition free.
That privilege was largely availed of, and
many returned soldiers enrolled as students
and have received the benefit of the tuition
available at the school. I will not read the
whole of the return bnt will refer to the
attendances during various vears. In 1904,
the year in which the Sechool of Mines
was started, there were 158 students
in the first term, 134 in the second
term, and 107 in the third term, while the
humher of final passes recistered that year
was 35. In 1910 the atiendances at the
three terms totalled respectively 173, 150 and
J13. while the total number of passes that
year was 132, Tn 1915 the altendances were
234, 138 and 128, the total numbher of passes
heing 158. 1In 1920 tke uttendances were
254, 239 and 197, the passes totalling 328.
During the following five years there was a
decline in the number of attendances. In
1825 there were 169 in the first term, 128 in
the second term, and 110 ir. the third term,
but during that year the namber of passes
totalled 229. It will be seen, therefore, that
the benefits derived from the school are
shown in the faet that a Jarge number of
young men are completing their courses and
receiving the advantaze of tuition enabling
them to pass their final examinations. That
shonld be a sufficient reply to the statement
in the Assembly that the Sechool of Mines,
Kalgoorlie is not fulfilling its function. As
a matter of faet, yonnz men have been
trained in the school as wining men and
have received practical experience on the
tnines, and they have suhsequently taken
first elass mining positions in other parts of
the world. If hen. membtors were to travel
through the Malay States, Siam or Burma
thiey would eome aeross a large number of
voung men who had been given their tuition
in mining matters at the Kalgoorlie school.
We have every reason to be proud of the
culibre of the men turned oot hy the sehool.
Roeference was also made in the Assembly to
the titors. it shonld 1w explained that the
leeturers at Kalgoorlic are specialists in
their respective lines of instruction. They
keep themselves up to dale. The library at
the Bchool of Mines is very valunable
to any technieal man. T ean recommend
anyone who, has a mining problem that
he desires to solve, to take alvantage of that
litrarv in order to get the latest up-to-date
information that can be proearable. That
idformation ean be found available in the
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hbrary. The suggestion was also made that
possibly some of the lveturers might be asked
to extend their activities {o inelude other
subjects and thus lead to a redaetion in the
staff. The education provided at the Kal-
goorlie School of Mines is highly technical
and men who are required to underiake work
as lecturers there must keep themselves up
to date by a wide course of reading in their
particular subjects. They have enough to
do in that respect withoul asking them to
extend their spheres of tuition. From time
to time we have heard ecomments regarding
the urgent necessity for increased efficiency
in the mining industry. The three greatest
requisites to secure that end ave, first, highly
trained technical men; secondly, up-to-date
knowledge; and, lastly, up-to-date equipment.
Those are essentials if we are lo attain any
high rate of progress in 7annection with the
development of this State. T consider that
as a result of the training the young men
are given at the Kalgoorlie school, and as a
result of the facilities and equipment avail-
able there, we ¢an turn out men who will be
ahle to undertake the task and, as employees,
do what is necessary to put the mining in-
dustry on a sound basis. The henefits of the
School of Mines at I{algoorlie will be felt
throuchout Western Australin for mapy
vears to come. Tt should be remembered
that in addition to mining, engineering is
taught there as well, and the standard at-
tained by the engineering students is indeed
high. I would not be duing my duty in this
matter if 1 did not refer to the important
work carried out in the experimental labora-
tory. Three or four years ago the laboratory
was equipped at Kalgeorlie with various
mining plants. Sinee then a number of
demonstrators have been allotted to under-
take experimental investizations. A large
pumher of experiments have been ecarried
out and the result of their research work has
been such as to diselose yossibilities in con-
nection with the development of ouvr mineral
resourced hitherto undreant of. As an illns-
tration of the work they have done I need
only refer to the applieation of the flotation
process to pyritic ores, as they are termed.
Those experiments werc carried out with a
large variety of ores with successful results
in each instance. The investigations were
carried frorther, with tost important results,
one of the most pleasine of which was that
when the experiments were iried out on the
mines, the practical resnlts were equally as
good as those obtained in the laboratory. At
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Broken Hill it was found that the laboratory
results weve reflected in those obtained in
actnal praetice on the mine. I wish to read
to the House a list of the investigations
taken in hand by the demonstrators at the
laboratory. Tests were made, by means of
the flotation process, with lead ¢res from the
Surprise Mine, while tosts were also made
with econcentrates from the Ives’ Reward
Mine and from the Mensies Consolidated.
Tests were also made witl, magnetic separa-
tion in connection with manganese ore from
the Horseshoe Mine in the Peak Hill district
and in connection with the leaching of cop-
per ore from the Whim Creek Mine at Pil-
barra. A successful attempt was also made
by means of leachiog crude ore in which cop-
per was present and was extracted by means
of solution. Hon. members may remember
the negotiations that took place with
the Copper Separation Company, which
undertook to deal with the copper ores at
Ravensthorpe. As a result of the dificulties
that were experienced in separating the cop-
per from the gold and silver eontained in
the ore, application was made io the School
of Mines for the assistance of an expert,
Mr. Moore was sent down and he was sune-
cessfnl in obtaining a hizh-grade spongy
iron which is the cataiviie required for the
concentration of eopper. It has been sng-
gested that the results of Mr. Moore’s work
were not successful, That is not correct.
The work was suceessinl, but the company
failed becanse they had not sufficient funds
to enable them to carry on. The result was
" that the eompany had 10 close down. That
result was not due o the lack of snceess
achieved by the demonslrator. Another
avenue of investigation related to the anti-
montal gold ore from Nullagine Antimony
is a metal that oecurs in association with
gold ores and where it does so, the extraction
of the gold is affected very seriously. Ex-
periments were made with rezard to the con-
centration of the antimonial from the ore
and the results were such that a much higher
extraction of gold was: made possible than
could otherwise have heen obtained. In
fact, an extraction of about 20 per cent. was
obtained largely Ly flotations. Other ex-
periments ineluded the magnetie concentra-
tion of magnetic lmenite, the roasting and
cyanidation of flotation zuncentrates, espeei-
ally from the Kalgoorlie mines, while tha
ores tested by flotation from Kalgeorlie were
from the Great Boulder, the Golden Horse-
shoe, the Ivanhoe, the Lake View and Star,
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the Oroya Links, the Associated, the Boulder
Perseverance, and the Souih Falgurli mines.
As a result of the demonsira‘ion work hefore
Dr. Edwards, a director of the Perseverance
Company, when he visited Kaigoorlie, that
gentleman suggested thut a plant might
be installed on a working seele to ascer-
tain what snccess wonld be attained under
those conditions with the flutation process.
Incidentally I may stress the fact that the
poliey of the Government in conneetion with
the laboratory is ome deserving of highest
praise. We have to recognise that a tremen-
dous amount of scientitic research work is
entailed in those investigations. The Gov.
ernment have made available the laboratory
and the services of the investigators, and the
State is benefiting enormonsly thereby. 1
shonld like to eornpare that system with the
system that operates in connection with some
of the great universities of Ameriea, There
the campaign of research is earried out on
very different lines. An investigator is
agked by a company, or group of companies,
to undertake investigation in some partic-
ular line of commerce. He is given a schol-
arship, the money for which is provided by
the company, and he is allowed to work for
three years, at the end of which term he
finally presents his report. Whatever the
results of his investigation may be, he is
allowed to receive 10 per cent. voyalty om
the application of any diseovery he may
bhave made. So the investigator is encour-
aged, the school gets the benefit of nssist-
ance fromn the industry concerned, and the
industry benefits from the application of
seientific knowledge and special investiga-
tion on the lines of the undertaking. There
are a few remarks I should like to make
bearing on the statement of the Chief Scere-
tary last night. I was rather surprised that
the Minister should have concentrated on
one aspeet of my remaiks on the Loan Bill,
in the course of which I had advised that we
should restrict our borrowing policy. As a
matter of faet, I tonched on ‘two or three
difierent points. The one T wished to stress
most strongly wa= the desirability of in-
creasing our contribution to the sinking fund.
I consider it is a question that could well
receive thie attention of the Government to
useertain whether the contribution is ade-
quate as compared, with the wear and tear
that takes place in the life of the assets in
which the money is invested. Another point
1 stressed was the desirability of inereasing
our revenue hy increased efficieney of pro-



duction. We have an illustration—a strik-
ing illusiration—of what ean be done by
inereased production in this State as a rs-
sult of the harvest experience of the last
few years. In the year 1924 we had a
bountiinl harvest and the result was immed-
iately reflected in the revenne of the Gov-
ernment departments, cspeeially the Rail-
way Department. In 1923 the barvest suf-
fered considerably and the result was re-
flected again in the revenue that the Railway
Department received. This vear we have the
prospect of reaping the best harvest thst
ever the Stute has known, and already the
result in being reflected in the enormonsly
incrensed traffic on our railways. If that
can be taken ns evidenee—and I contend it
can—aof the increased wealth that later will
roll into the State as a result of the in-
creased produnetion, surely we can concen-
trate on the question of increasing our effie-
iency by inereasing the production per head.

Hon. J. Ewing: Are not we doing it?

Hon. H. SEDDON: To a certain extent,
but not to anything like the extent that is
possible, That I shall show by quoting a
few figures.

Hon. J. Nichelson: We are reduecing pro-
duction by some of the methods adopted.

Hon. H. SEDDON: That remains to be
demonstrated. If we take the figures of pro-
duction in the Commonwealth “Year Book,”
members wifl see that our efficieney is in-
creasing, true by only a small percentage,
but it is ineressing. My contention, when
spenking on the Loan Bill, was that at the
present fime, when we are on the eve of
steh o iremendous advanee in prosperity—-
a'l memhers will agree that we are on the
verge of a tremendous advance—we shonld
see if we cannot make use of the increased
wealth that will he available as a result of
the enormous inerease in production that
has taken place in the last three or four
yeuwrs and will eontinue, even if we do not
gpend another penny of loan money, because
of the enormons area under production. My
acvice was that we chould rather restrict
our foreigm borrowing and concentrate on
raizing money locally. We should make uze
of the money that will be available from in-
ereased production.

Hon. J. Ewing: That would mean inereas-
ing taxation, .

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: No; why not eneour-
are our people to invest their money loc-
ally? When speaking on the Savings Bank
Bill, I referred to the need for encouraging
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siwll inveslors to depusit their money in
the local savings bank. If we adopted the
same pDrineiple for the flotation of loaus,
and encouraged small investors to put their
mopey into Government loans by offering
a small advance in the rate of interest, it
would be all to the benefit of the State, and
certainly to the benefit of the people living
in the State. On the question of efficiency
let me deal with a few tigures I have taken
from the “Quarterly Statistieal Abstraet.”
If members examine that publication they
will find that at present there are something
like 3013 million acres of land alienated
from the Crown. Yet, when we examine
the statisties of caltivation, cropping, clear-
ing, ete., we find that only 934 million acres
are being cropped or cultivated or placed
under artifieial grasses. That is an example
of ineflicieney in the matter of agrienltural
production.  Fallowing the theme Ffurther,
let ns consider the percentage of land within
a reasonable distance of railway facilities.
We have 3,000 miles of railway, and if we
allow a 20-mile strip on cither side, as re-
presenting the land that can be developed,
anid if all the land within that strip were
put to profitable use, I contend that our
harvest, large as it is, would be infinitely
greater beecause of the development of that
land, A little while age we had a report by
Mr. Bostock on the possibilities of light
lands, and as a result of his investigations
thousands of acres of land within easy reach
ot raitways are being brought into profitable
siilMivation. All those things show where
we Nhave been inefficient in the past. They .
indicate where there are possibilities of in-
creased produetion without our construvling
another line of railway. My argument was
that if we concentrated in the direction of
inereasing our efficiency of production and
efficicney of public services, we should have
such an enormous amount of money avail-
alle from revenue that we could maintain
our present programme largely from. the
increase of revenue resulting from in-
creased produetion. s an illustration of
inefficiency, let members imagine the ab-
surdity of lifting thousands of tons of
material to a height of 1,000 feet and then
dropping it again. Yet that is what we
are doing every year with all the railway
freight taken to Fremantle from Northam,
Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: That is an illustra-
tion of inefficiency that has grown up in
our midst, and it exists because people
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have not concentrated on the problem. Lot
-me refer to the scheme outlined by My,
W. N. Hedges, that of making nse of the
natural lay of the country and allowing
traffic to drift down to the natural ports,
whereby the best use may be made of our
railways. Instead of engines hauling, as
they are, loads of 320 tons over the Darlin
Lltange, the same engines could haul 1,000
or 1,500 tons to Albany or to any other
natural port if the railways were so laid as
to take advantage of the fall of the coun-
try. That, again, is another illustration of
the inefficiency that exists.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane : \What about
hauoling the trains up-hill in the opposite
direetion ?

Hor. H. SEDDON: Trains going in the
opposite direction would consist of empty
trucks,

ITon. J. M. Macfarlane: Not always.

Hon. H. SEDDON : The bulk of the
heavy traflic is from the country to the
sea ports.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The trouble is that
we have grades of one in 60 instead of one
in 200, as have other countries.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Qur railway system
has grown in a baplazard way instead of
being designed and laid on scientific prin-
ciples, the adoption of which are the bas:s
of efficiency in production. Those are
points T wished to siress when I was speak-
ing on the Loan Bill. T did not intend to
convey the impression that the Chief Secve-
tary and others evidently gathered from
my remarks about borrowing. I support
the seeond reading of the Bill.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [12.55]: I should
very much regret if Mr. Holmes considered
that any comments of mine reflected on his
reputation as an authority on finance. 1
had no such intention. The hon. member
made a number of statements that were
calenlated to damage the State, and I was
desirous of replying to them. In order to
de =0, I went to the souree from which [
could seeure reliable information. T ap-
proached no Cabinet Minister, but I went
to the Treasury officials, and the informa-
tion I gave the House last night was based
ghsolutely on the facts and Agures secured
from those officials.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I said that you used
the fignres supplied to you.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is quite
right. The hon. member did not attewpt

3123

to refute anything I said, but he came for-
ward with a long list of other charges, or
semi-chaprges, ot vieious practices.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Yon said that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If they are
vicions practices, the majority of them
have been in force ever since responsible
(Government. It is quite true that on the
public platform I may have used figures
that emanated from the hon. member, but
before I did so I verified them by reports
of Royal Commissions. There was no doubt
about their aecuracy. I must eonfess, how-
ever, that I was largely instrumental in
other ways in giving the hon. member’s
statements widespread publicity in my own
digtriet, and I now feel confident that I
damaged a previous Government. After the
repeated bombardment from Mr. Holmes'’s
gun, there was not uch necessity for me
to use the matter on the publie platform.
T must eonfess that recently T have suffered
somewhat from remorse of conscience, and
was glad indeed when the opportunity was
given me last night to try to make some
restitution to the previous Ministry who
had been attacked by the hon. member.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Then you ought to put
them back in office.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To accom-
plish that purpose I dare say I should do
something in a practical way to show that
I have practieal sympathy. I do not wish
to pursue that mntter further. Several
speeches have been made to-day, but I do
not think that members expect me to be in
a position to reply to them. They have
dealt with finance, and have made reference
to varions departments. It has always been
my practice not to submit any information
to the House unless T felt satisfied that it
wag aceurate, At times it might not bhave
been accarate, but I go to no end of pains
in order to secure verification. It is not
my fault if there is anything wrong, and
T am not going fo attempt to defend the
position at a stage when there is now no
opportunity to secure reliable information.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.
Sitting suspended from 1.0 to 230 p.m.

In Committee,
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.



3124

Schedules A, B and C—agreed to.
Schedule D:

Hon. J. EWING: 1 should like to ask the
Minister whether that statement to the ef-
fect that the Bunbury harbour is a very dif-
ficult proposition is correct. Also T should
like to kunow whether those difficulties are
likely to be overcome by the Engineer-in-
Chief. Any other information the Minister
can give me on this subject will be acceptable.

The CRIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member will point to a specific item in the
schedule, I may be able to give him the in-
formation.

Hon. J. Ewing: Under item Harhours and
Rivers, £233,285.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is on
the Loan Estimates £15,000 provided for fur-
ther dredging at Bunhury to secure and
maintain the original depth. Then there is a
sum of money to cover investigations and
preliminary work in relation to the proposed
new harbour.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedule E—agreed to.
Schedule F':

Ttem, Gaols, £162 8s,

Hon. E. H. GRAY : There is urgent neces-
sity for attention to the needs of the prison
farm as a valuable adjunct to the Fremantle
prison. There is abroad s feeling of cynical
complaceney towards the Freman{le gaol.
Everybody appears to be satisfied that the
prizoners are well treated; indeed, many say
they are too well treated. However, althongh
we have up-fo-date legislation dealing with
prisoners, and although the prisoners are
very well trealed, yet we have the anomaly
that all criminal classes in the gaol are
virtually mixed up together. All our legis-
lation fails hecause men sent down to the
reformatory, if over the age of 25 years, are
worked with all elasses of criminals. Ac-
cording {o students of criminology, it is very
bad that prisoners of different classes should
be put to work together. In the Old Country
a proper classification of prisoners is made,
and in New Zealand, where the most up-to-
date legisiation for the treatment of prisoners
is to be found, the men are properly classi-
fied and kept separate, one class from an-
other. One of the worst things that can hap-
pen to a man is idleness. In order to elassify
as much as possible, the rule at the Fremantle
gaol is that young men under the age of 25
years are kept apart from other prisoners.
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That means that there is practically nothing
for them to do, and the superintendent and
his officers ave often at their wits’ end to
find some work for these men, who have noth-
ing to do except mess about with a little
whitewashing and so on.

Hon. C. F. Baxster: Your party objeets to
their doing outside work.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I have my own views
on that. Those men, having nothing to do,
set up habits of mind that prove a serious
drawback to them when they refurn to eivil
life. In the Fremantle prison men are taught
to be bakers, tailors, printers and black-
smiths. Im a country like Western Australia
it is doubtful whether so mueh attention
should be given to those men.

Hon. C. F, Baxter: It is doubtful, because
they are all anxious to get back to gaol again
as soon as they can.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: That cannot be sub-
stantiated. The reformatory prisoners seldom
go back. Records all over the world prove
that a man who has been in gaol three or
four times usnally spends most of the rest of
his life there.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do you favour their
services being utilised in country distriets?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: In Western Aunstralia,
where there are vast areas awaiting develop-
ment, we could not do betfer than devise some
scheme nnder which those prisoners eould be
employed in the open air

Hon. E. H. Harris: What is wrong with
their making a few roads?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T do not believe in
road making for prisoners. There is a big
fund available in the Forests Department for
reafforestation., TIf we could take 30 or 40
prisoners and put them into a reformatory
eamp under proper supervision in the forest,
it would be of immense benefit. Men speei-
ally fitted for the job could be selected and
given a certain aereage to develop and clear
and plant.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
Borstal system.

Hon. E. ¥I. GRAY: In the open air those
men wonld have a chance fo work themselves
back to decent ecitizenship

Hon. J. Nicholson: I think it wonld make
for reform.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Of course only a cer-
tain class of criminal could be dealt with in
that way. Another class of eriminal could be
placed on a prizon farm. They would bhave
to be men of good condnet, and prepared to
work. The supervision on that farm would re-
nuire to be stricter than that in the reform-
atory eamps. Associated with all this would

Somewhat after the



(16 Decexser, 1926.]

be a fair rate of pay, in order that the de-
pendants of the prisoners, whom the State
has to keep at preseni, would be maintained
by the prisoners themselves.

Hoao. C. F. Baxzter: That scheme was put
unp 14 years ago and was warmly opposed.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I can guite under-
stand opposition to any proposal that the
prisoners shonld work as tradesmen or to do
factory work while in gaol. Also I can under-
stand that over a long period of years the
industrial workers objected to prisoun labour;
beeause in the bad old days, especially on the
Continent, the prisoners were cruelly treated
and the products of their labour entered into
competition with those of outside workers.
But in Western Australia, as in New Zea-
land, it would be far better to let those men
live open air lives and make them do real
work, producing wealth and so assisting the
State by sapporting themselves and their de-
pendants, in addition to helping themselves
back to decent citizenship. In New Zealand
it has been a gigantic snecess.

Hon. E. f. Harris: Why not teach them
trades?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: It would be better
that the young men should be tanght bush
work and how to earn a living there. Onee
they get the bush atmesphere they will not
want to return to the city. Most of the men
who are in gaol are the product of city life,
a very small proportion of the prisoners hav-
ing come from the country, I bave here in
tabloid ferm the results of the system in
operation in New Zealand. It is recognised
{hat the method of giving short sentences
to prisoners for petty offences is a great
mistake. This system is becoming worse in
Western Anstralia. Men are frequently
given four or five monthy’ imprisonment for
committing small crimes, They are sent
to the Fremantle gaol where they mix with
the worst type of eriminals, lose their self-
respect, and come ont practically as bad as
the worst. In this way almost every section
of the community is affecled, because when
these people leave gaol they represent a
danger to the cothmunity. Amending legis-
lation is urgently necessary to permit of
magistrates and judges placing such men om
probation without sending them to gaol.
After three years of close study of this ques-
tion T say emvhatically that a young man
who has commitied forgery, or has embez-
zled money or committed some other minor
offenee, should not be sent to gaol for his
first erime. I would place himi on a farm on
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probalion, or with bis former employers it
they would take him. That kind of thing
is done in New Zealand, where every effort
is made to keep young men away from gaol.
They ave placed on probation in what-
ever occupation is found for them. In
this way they arve kept away from prizon
influences and gaol life, and have more
chance of redeeming their characters. It is
generally agreed that this system is a great
suecess. It is rare for 2 young man who has
committed an offence of this kind to he
again brought before a judge.

Hen. E. H. Harris: Do vou say that furg-
ery is a petty offence?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : T refer to petty thefts,
and so on.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: If you can get your
prarty to agree to the proposition, it will be
all right.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I am only expressing
my own views. The objection to 2 prison
farm is oceasioned by the need that exisls
elsewhere for the money that would be speut
on it. The Minister for Lands said that
schools were vequired all over the State, and
that we must supply the needs of settlers
rather than look after prisoners. That argu-
ment is hard to answer. All kinds of utili-
ties are required, but we must not lose sight
of the danger to society by sallowing our
gaola to be carried on as they are at pres-
ent. 1 am sure the authorities at Fremant’e
want something like this. Every year they
have asked that prisbn farms shou'd be es-
tablished. Some three years ago a farm was
offered to the Government at a eost of
£12,000, in the vicinity of Perth. Although
it was a cheap property I hardly think we
want an expensive proposition like that.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You ought first to
get eaucus to approve of a thing like that.

The CHAIRMAN: I have allowed the
hon. member a lot of latitude, and must
how ask him fo connect his remarks with the
subjeet before the Chair.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : I shall do so. X wish
now to refer to the last clanse of the report
of the Indeterminate Sentences Board for
the year ended 30th June, 1923. It is as fol-
lows:—

The establishment of a prison farm and re-
formatory seems to be ns far off as ever. This
is a serious matter, and deserves the most
earnest consideration from these in authority.
If a farm colony were in existence, the ma-
jority of inmates at present in the reformatory

conld be sent there, and he employed to better
advantage than under present conditions; and
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what is most important, they would be fitted
for that class of work that the board is most
anxious for them to take up. They would be
kept away from the city, and later on may
beeome desirable citizens and- take up land on
their own account. It is to be hoped that the
Government will, before our next report is
presented, make available the necessary funds,
go that a start can be made to give those um-
fortunates who are at present gent here the
opportunity of becoming more useful to them-
selves and to the State, and also have better
conditions and a greater opportunity of mak-

ing good.

If the Government would make available
£2,000 and take up o piece of Crown land
as close as possible to Perth they could place
upon it three dozen reformatory prisoners
to begin with.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why spend money in
that direction?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I think the experi-
ment could be conducted readily within
£3,000. Fach man could e placed on parole
and kept nsefullv employed. T am sure the
Government would he only too glad to ex-
tend their activities in this direction. T will
now read an extract from a report dealing
with the Offenders’ Probation Aet of New
Zealand—

A review of the cases admitted to probation
during the vear discloses that of the total of
760 offenders granted conditional liberty in
this manner, 84 per cent. represented offences
against property, and only 8 per cent. offences
against the person; 658 oftenders were ad-
mitted to probation by the courts, and 102
eame under the provisions of the Aet on ae-
count of having sentence deferred,

That is an example we might well follow
here. T have here an extract from a report
made by the Rev. Frank Rule, probationary
officer, Christchureh, as follows:—

One case this past year goes a long way to
justify the leniency provided by this Act. A
youth less than 20 yenrs of age, a member of
a respectable carly settler family, got into
tronble. After inquiries, it was arranged to
give the probation offieer authority to send
him to his own family,

Some people would be horror-stricken at the
idea of doing that in this State.

and from far beyond the seas he writes to
thank the probationer officer for the kindness
that gave him this new start in life.

Mr. T. P. Mills, prebation ofﬁcer, Welling-
ton, says—

During the year just ended 230 probationers
passed through my hands; this exceeds last

year’s total by almost 40. At the beginning
of the year there werc 99 offenders, 80 were

[COUNCIL.]

Placed on probation during the year, 51 were
transferred from other districts. The removals
were made up as follows: 63 completed the
period of probation, 68 were transferred to
other distriets, two left the Dominion per-
manently, one was discharged by the pnson
board, five were committed to the Borsial in-
stltutlon, six were imprisoned, leaving 85 on
the register at the end of the year., The fail-
ures were numerically the same as last year,
but with a slightly improved pereentage. This,
which works out at about 3 per cent. of those
dealt with, must be regarded as sntisfactory.

In weleoming the delegates to the Prison
Conference last year the Rt. Hon. Sir Wm.
Joynson Hicks said—

The time has long since passed when execu-
tive governments enn say that they have done
their duty to society as soon as they had ar-
rested an offender and placed him in safe cus-
tody. They now recognise thai at that point
their duties, far from being at an end, have
in fact only begun. In arresting a human
being and depriving him of hig liberty for a
period of time, which is often prolonged, the
exeentive government has undertaken a2 new
respongibility of the very gravest kind, namely
that of the treatment and training of the
offender during the period of incarceration.
The State will not have done its duty if it re-
leages him after his period of imprisonment is
over, and in ¢onsequence of such imprisonment
in sueh a eondition of mind and body that he
is no longer 6t to take his part in society ns
a eitizen.

Ilere is another extract wlich says—

New Zealand is cssentially a primary pro-
dueing country, consequently the greatest op-
portunity for rehabilitation exists in comnee-
tion with farming work. It is now generally
recognised that physiecal health is a necessary
concomitant to a healthy mental and moral
condition, and the following of a farming pur-
suit helps considerably in this respect. PFur-
ther, a review of the present social conditions,
go far ns they affect crime, shows that a eon-
siderable amount of delinquency is traceable
to the fact that therc arc so many ‘‘misfita’’
in city avocations, If anything ean be done
to inculeate in the mind of the potentizl erimi-
nal a love of the open air and a desire to take
up farm oceupations, a two-fold advantage
will result.

Under the heading of payments to depend-
ants the following oceurs—

The question of crediting prisoners with
wages for the maintenance of dependants has
a definite relation to that of the profitable
utilisation of prison labour. At present the
total eredits resulting from the unse of prison
labour cover only half the cost to the tax-
payer for prison maintenance, consequently
any payments made for extraneous purposes
mean an added burden to the taxpayer. It
is now fairly generally recognised that, in
addition to the unfortunate faet that the
ehame and stigma attaching to the imprison-
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went of an offender is also largely visited unto
the children, it is usually the family and de-
pendants of the prisonce who suffer most as
regards actual deprivation of physical needs
and bodily comforts. Some years ago a stheme
was inaugurated whereby weekly grants were
made to dependants after the prisomer had
served three months with exemplary conduct
and industry. During the past year just under
£8,000 was paid owt from the Consolidated
Pund to dependants under this arrangement.
Cases come under notice from time to time
where dependants have been reduced almost to
mendieity through lack of means of subsist-
cnee during the first three monthe, and it
would appear that where the department ean
uscfully employ the prisoner there is an obli-
gation on humanitarian grounds, in necessitous
cases, to contribute towards the support of de-
pendants. Tt must be borne in mind that it is
diffienlt to find profitahle employment for
short-sentence men, as on account of the prae-
tice of restoring all prisoners to the place of
commitment the shortness of the term does mnot
justify the cost of transport to places where
they ean be profitably employed. Crities of
the use of prisom labour in competition with
free labour should bear in mind that each
prisoner is a unit withdrawn from the ranks
of free lahour, and the department in using
these merely acts as 2 mobilising agency in an
endeavour to cffectively utilise what would
otherwise Le numerous non-effective scattered
unita. The right to sell the product of prison
labour is a natural sequence of the payment
of wages to dependants.

I do not entirely agree with all that is eon-
tained in the last extract. Now I come to
the elinching preof of the advauntages of
the system. I quoie fromn the report of the
Hautu prison land-development camp,
Tokaanu—

The daily average number of prisoners in
custody during the year was 27.89. The
health of the men has been good, there being
no eases of sickness throughout the year. The
general conduct of the prisoners has been very
satisfactory, one man only having heen pun-
ished for a breach of the regulations. The in-
dustry of the prisoners has been good, and the
majority take a keen interst in the farm
work. The prison vegetable garden continues
to be & suceess. More than sufficient vege-
tablea for local requirements have heen grown,
the surplus being sent to other institutions.
The following is a summary of the work car-
ried out during the year: 300 acres cleared
and stumped and burned off ready for plough-
ing, 229 acres ploughed, disced, tine-harrowed,
215 acres of which was sown down in tem-
porary pasture and turnips, 12 acres in oats,
1 aer¢ in swedes, and 1 aere in potatoes,
Forest trees, consisting of 12,000 Pinns radiata
and 1,000 black-wattle were planted in various
parts of the farm for the purpose of shelter
belts, and 7200 were supplied to other institu-
tions, also 6,000 Pinus radiata were raised in
the prison garden and lined out for planting
in the coming autumn. Four miles of fenecing

3127

were crected, consisting of three posts to the
chain, and four, five and six wires.

Here is a quotation fromm a report on
Paparua prison—

The principal farm industry is sheep, a8
formerly, and splendid reselts have been
achieved during the ycur. Our first attempt
at fat lambs produced second prize in the
Royal Show, and aiso second in the Meat-
producers Board’s competition for lambs
killed and dressed in the market in England.
It is intercsting to note that the first and third
prize-winner was from the North Island; so,
therefore, Paparua can claim to have produced
the chaompion freezing lambs for the South
Tsland. The usual cropa of wheat, oats, tares,
peas, and harley were sown, with medium re-
smits. A special feature of the cropping this
vear has been the potatoes. Great care has
been taken with this crop to ensure as far as
possible sufficient results to supply North
Island prisons with potatoes after allowing
for our own neceds. The garden is now com-
mencing to give a better result, and is a credit
to the warden-instructor in charge. Surpluses
are sent to the market for auction.

I now come to the veport of the
Rangipo prison land-development camp, ak
Tokaanu—

This prison was established on the 1st Juns,
1925, when five prisoners were transferred from
Waikune prison. During the first few months
they were employed excavating the sito for the
main buildings and building same. On the 1st
September the number of prisoners was in-
creased to eleven; from then on the muster
has been gradually inereased as accommodation
hecame available. ‘The general conduet of the
prisoners hag Dbeen very satisfactory, there
being no breach of prison regulations. There
were no csecapes or attempta to escape through-
out the ycar.

The CHAIRMAN: I would again remind
the hon. member

Hon. B. H. GRAY : I have nearly finished,
Sir. T know I am straining your good-
nature. In order to get back to the subject
of the Superintendent of Fremantle Prison
I wish to read five resolutions

The CHAIRMAN : The item refers to the
salary ¢f the Superintendent of Fremantle
Prison, which has merely been increased
from £504 to £528.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : 1 contend that there
should be a further increase, if necessary
on supplementary estimates. Here are the
resolutions to which I referred—

(b) Every endeavour should be made to sub-
gtitute in suitable cases other awards in
place of imprisonment. In partienlar—(1).
The system of production should be extended
to the utmost extent. (2) The power of the
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court to impose fines should be extended, and
the machinery for payment of fines should he
developed so as to eliminate as far as possible
imprisonment in default of paymeat. (g) The
prevention of the contamination of the less
erimnal prisoners by those more experienced
in crime is one of the first essentials in prison
treatment, (h) (1) Though thco State is under
no obligation to pay for work ecompulsorily
performed by priscners, it is desirable that it
should encourage them to work well by offer-
ing a recompense. {2} Where this recompense
takes the form of pecuniary payment it should
not he liable to seizure, nor, as a rule, should
the prisoner be allowed to dispose of it in
making outside payments, cxeept perhaps in
the case of serious illpess in his family where
no gratuitous aid ia procurable, or in the ease
of poverty in his family, (i) The control of
persons senteneed or released under conditions
should not lLie exercised by the police. The
organisation might consist cither in private
gocieties financially supported and supervised
by the State, or in official or semi-official or-
ganisations, or persons paid by the State and
placed at the disposal of the courts (without
any connectipn with the police). :

1 shall take an opportunity next session to
elaborate on this very important questien,
which affects the whole State, Turning
now to the question of cost, the average
annual cost per head of prisoners in this
State is £87 18s. 9d. In New Zealand the
cost, with all these experiments, is only
some £62.

Hon. Sir William Latblain: Does that
include the amounts paid to prisoners for
the work they do?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Full balanee sheet=
are issned. I do not think any of the New
Zealand prison farms ave business failures.
The pay to prisoners is on a fairly liberal
scale. However, the pecuniary aspect of
the matter is relatively unimportant. What

I have in mind is the ever-inereasing
danger occasioned by the mixture of
prisoners in Fremantle (iaol. 1 hope ex-

periments on the New Zealand lines will
soon be carried ont in this State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : [ have
listened most attentively to My (iray’s
informative speech. While sympathising
with his suggestions, 1 most admit they are
attended by no little difficalty. Shoertly
after our acceptance of office a proposition
was pot up to us for the purehase of a farm
whiceh eculd be utilised for prison purpeses,
The area was about 12,000 acres, and the
price about £7,000, The land was reported
upon by agrienltural, dairy, poultry and
other experts, who agreed in the opinion
that this was a suitable farm for the pur-
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pose. There was, however, not only £7,000
involved, but probably an additional
£20,000 in order to provide aecommeodation
for the prisoners. Moeney at that time' was
scaree, and the CGovernment did not feel
Justitied in embarking on the undertaking.
I am strongly in favour of prison farms,
but I daresay that if there were a prison
farm, it would be expected Lo produce
something, and what should we do with the
produets?

Hon. E. H. tiray: Supply the Claremont
Asylum.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : \And perhaps
the Old Men’s Home. Then there wounld
be protesting deputations to the Minister
once a year—deputations from dairyme.
und gardeners. If it were proposed to ran
sheep on the prison farm, there would be
deputations from farmers objecting to the
competition of prison labour. I am not
speaking without my book. During the
period of the Daglish {(+overnment a small
printery was established in the Fremantle
Prison. It has a wonderful effect in im-
proving the moral tone of the prisoners. It
occupies their minds, and every man who
has gone into the printery has come out
much better and, to a certain extent at any
rate, reformed. But, every year since,
there has been a deputation to the Minister
protesting that too muebh work is being sent
{o the prison printery and that men are
kept out of employment in the Government
Printing Office and also in private printing
establishments by reason not only of the
existence of the prison printery but alse
of the quantity of work given to it. For a
long time the only work given to the prison
printery has been work from the Education
Department—pads requiring to be ruled
and stapled for distribution among children
attending the State schools—and printing
required hy the Hospital for TInsane, tha
0Old Men’s Home, and similar institutions.
Bat still the protests are going on. Every
day T expect a further deputation of pro-
test, hecause the time is ripe for it, nearly
12 months having expired sinece the last
deputation. That has heen not only my
cxperienee bat also that of other Ministers.
T do not at all envy the Minister who would
have to eontrol the sale of produce from a
prison farm,

Hon. A. Buorvill: What about
forestation propesal?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T have gone
into that proposal, and if I had had some
notice of this matter T conld have given the

the re-
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Hounse some important information. All
that has come under my notice indicates
that the employment of prison labour for
reforestation is not profitable, that finan-
cially it would be cheaper in the end tu
employ free labour. Mr. Harris asked
whether the prisoners could not be taught
irades. They are taught trades. About six
months ago a well-dressed young gentleman
mot admission to my oflice, when I was very
tusy, on the representation that he was a
journalist. Tt turned out, however, that he
was after a job as a printer. He thought
I eould find him a position. I assured him
there was no vacancy, and he said he was
expert in another trade, that of carpentry.
He also said he nnderstood blacksmithing
and was pretty good at tailoring, ecould
mend boots, and was a good baker. I said
to him, “You are a remarkable man; where
did you get all your trades¥’ He replied,
“T will take you into my confidence. I have
just come from Fremantle after doing five
years, and T want to get out of the eity. T
have been advised to remove from the town
and get into the country.” An official of
the North-West Department happened to
put his head through the door at this point,
and it oceurred to me that he might he
able to find the young man a job. I called
him aside and said, “We have here a man
who is a carpenter, a blacksmith, a tailor;
he ean mend boots and work with anyone
else.” The officer said, ‘‘I wonder if he
can cook.’’ When the man heard that he
said, ‘I forgot that; I am a splendid cook.
For the first two years I was inside I was
doing the cooking.’’ The man got a joh
straicht away and weni to the North-West.
I believe he is giving every satisfaction.
Mr. Harris can see, therefore, that we do
teach the men trades.

" Hon. E. H. Harris: That is the type of
man we want in the country, a real handy
man !

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I understand
that man is on the path to reform and will
continue, so long as he does not come back
to the city.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedules G and H—agreed to.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.
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BILL— GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference with managers
of the Council and intimating that the
Assembly would be represented by three
members.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

.That a message be transmitied to the As-
sembly agreeing to a conference; that the
Hens, J. Nicholson, H. Seddon and the mover
be appeointed managers on behalf of the Coun-
cil, and thal the conferemce be held in the
President’s room forthwith.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: I take it that the
rule is that in these conferences those who
represent the majority view of the House
are largely those appointed as managers at
the conference. The position would be im-
possible if members were appointed who
represented the minority point of view. Will
the Minister say whether the three gentls-
men he has nominated will represent the
majority view of the House on the amend-
ments that will be discussed at the confer-
ence?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I would not like to
object to the holding of a conference if any
good were likely to result, but when we have
regard to the votes that were taken when
we insisted upon one amendment by 15 or
17 votes to five, and that taken on the second
division when the majority was increased still
further, I am wondering what the positiva
will be of the representatives who go to the
conference to uphold the views of this House.
What good purpose will be served by going
to a conference, having regard to the votes
recorded on the second reading as well, par-
ticularly if those who go to the conference
on bebalf of this Chamber have to stand
firm in favour of our decisions? If that iz
the position, the conference will be futile.

Heon. J. Ewing: They may be #Ble to com-
promise,

Hon. E. H. HARRJIS: But not if they
have regard to the views of this House!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Whatever
decislon is arrived at must be unanimons,
Mr. Nicholson was nominated by me and
he took a determined stand in support of
the amendment moved by the Couneil. Not-
witstanding that, and notwithstanding that
there may be a suspicion that Mr. Nicholson
had fully made np his mind and that nothing
would indnce him to withdraw from that at-
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titude, we should remember that in certain
cireumstances he may be able to yield to
some extent. I admit that the general im-
pression was that it would be impossible to
induee Mr, Nichelson to depart from the
decision the Council had come to. Despile
that 1 have nominated him as one of the
managers, and I have nominated Mr. Seddon
as well. Tnless Mr, Nicholson, Mr. Seddou
and myself are in accord with the other man-
agers, no agrcement ean be arrived at.

Hon, G. W. Miles rose to speak.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Under the
rules of debate, the reply of the mover of
a motion closes the discussion.

Hon. G. W. Miles: May I move an amend-
ment?

The PRESIDENT: I should say so. If
ancther hon. member is nominated T think
a ballot will have to be held.

Hon. ¢, W. MILES: T move—

That the motion be amended by inserting
the name of Mr. Lovekin in lieax of that of
Mr. Seddon.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No.

Hon. G. W, MILES: My veason for mov-
ing the amendment is that in my opinion
the proecedure adopted in the appointment
of managers is wrong. As Mr. Lovekin in-
dicated, the majority should have two re-
presentatives as managers. On another oe-
casion I pointed out that in the Legislative
Assembly the majority had two representa-
tives and the minority one. The same pro-
eedure should be followed in this Chamber.
On a previous oceasion the Leader of the
House did the same thing when selecting
managers. 1 pointed out then that the ma-
Jjority should have the larger share of the
representation. In this instance, Mr. Sed-
don was opposed to the Council insisting upon
its amendments and the Leader of the Housu
was of the same opinion. Mr. Nicholson
was in faveur of the Counecil insisting npon
them. I hope the House will support me in
saying that the proper procedure has nor
been adopted. Tn moving to delete the name
of Mr. Seddon I realise that gentleman is
one of the most conseientious members we
have in the House. It is not from that
standpoint that T have taken this action, but
merely to uphold the prineiple.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I would rather that
some other hon. member was nominated as
a manager but apart from that I sapport the
prineiple enunciated by Mr. Miles.
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Hon. J. CORNELL: I would draw atten-
tion to Standing Orders 322 and 323. These
are as follows:—

322. Every motion for requesting a con-
ference shall contain the names of the mem-
bers proposed by ihe mover to he managers
for the Couneil.

323, If, upom such motion, any member
shall so require, the managers for the Counecil
shall be selected by ballot.

1 think that procedure should be adopted,
instead of snbstituting the name of one hon.
member for that of another.

The PRESIDENT: That is the form by
which the intention of the Standing Orders
can be carried out. As names were em-
bodied in the general motion, perhaps the
purpose Mr. Miles and other hon. members
seem to bave in view, can be best achieved
by the method suggested.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: On a point of order,
may I suggest that no one has so far re-
nuested a ballot? Mr. Miles has moved an
amendment to a specific motion.

The PRESIDENT: The same purpose
will be achieved.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 support thg
amendment. I do so without any disrespect
whatever to Mr. Seddon. I kmow Mr, Sed-
don will fight for the prineiples against
which he has argued during the coursec of the
debate.

Hon, E. H. Gray: And he is an exper-
ieneed railway man,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The fact remains
that Mr. Seddon represents the minority
view of the House. Quite four-fifths of the
members insisted npon our amendment, and
vet one-fifth of them are to be represented
by two managers. The thing is absurd and
is a departure from the procedure that
should be followed. It can only end in delay
because if the Minister gets hiz way and
Mr, Nicholson should depart from the atti-
tude he has taken up, we will still have to
deal with the report. The only way we ¢an
veach finality is to send managers who will
represent the majority view of the House.

Hon. H. SEDDON: TIn explanation Y
would point out that the idea of holding a
conference is to endeavour to find some
means of compromise acceptable to both
Houses. My views regarding the Bill are
perfectly plain. At the same time, if T am
appointed as a manager for this Hounse, I
will have to represent the views of this
Honse, althongh T will be arguing against
my own convictions. In the ecircumstances
I leave myself in the hands of the Honse.
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Hon. J. EWING: This is not the first oc-
casion that such a motion has been opposed
by hon. members. I bad such an experience
myself. I was in favour of a certain pro-
vision and it was suggested I should not
act as a manager at a conference.  Ex-
actly the same position obtains to-day.
The Minister has seen fit to nominate Mr.
Nicholson and Mr. Seddon. Seeing that the
conference has to be unanimous, there is no
danger whatever in appointing those mem-
bers. They know the feeling of the House
and their duty is to endeavour to arrive at
a compromise. If there is no spirit of com-
promise, there is no possibility of reaching
a settlement. I take exception to members
opposing the motion as I consider it a re-
flection on the hon. member who-has been
asked to stand down. The assumption is
that two members who were in favour of
insisting on the amendments would stand
out agninst the Minister thronghout the con-
ference.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: May I ask the House
to nominate some other member? I raised
the question and prefer not to be one of the
managers.

The PRESIDENT: 1 shall put the
amendment : “That the name of Mr. Seddon
be struck out with a view to inserting the
name of another mermber.”

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . -
Noes

Majority for

AYES.

Hon. . 'W. Miles
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. G. Poltter

Hon. H, A. SBtsphenson

Hon. V. Hameraloy
Hon. J. J. Holmes

Hon. A. Lovekin . Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane Hon. E. Rosa

Hon. W. J. Mann {Teller)
Nors,

Hon. A. Burvill Hon. E. H. Harrls

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. J. Ewing
Hon. E. H. Gray

Hou. J. W, Hickey

Hon. W. H, Kitson

Hon. J. R. Browa
(Teller.)

Amendmeent thus passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Shall I be in order
in asking for a ballot nnder Standing Order
3237

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There cannot be a
ballot. Only three managers have been
nominated and three are wanted.
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The PRESIDENT: There is a blank in
the motion consequent on the striking out of
Mr. Seddon’s name, and 1 think it would be
in order to take a ballot if the House desires
to nominate more than one member to fll
the vacaney. )

Hon. J. CORNELIL: My reason for ask-
ing for a hallot is that T cannot recollect
sueh an episode having cccurred before.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It has never been put
up to the House antil (his session.

Hon. .J. COENELL: When there is such
a disagreement, the only satisfactory solu-
tion is to take a ballot. Members should not
be asked to range themselves on the side of
one nominee or another. T wish a ballot to
be taken for the three managers.

Hon. G, W. MILLES: A ballot cannot he
taken at this stuge because there are onmly
two nominations and we require three man-
agers. I move—

That the Hon. A, Lovekin be appointed a
manager.

The PRESIDENT:
nomination?

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1f I am in order T
still insist upon a ballet being taken.

The PRESTDENT: Is there any oceasion
for a ballot?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Propose someone else
and then yom ecar. get a ballot.

Hen. J. CORNELL: I take it a ballof
neanyg that every memher of the Chamber
goes to the vote and that we elect three
managers. .

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tf the motion had not
been moved vou could have done that.

The PRESIDENT: It would have been
better had tle original motion been con-
fined to acceding to the Assembly’s request
for a conference. Then it would have been
simple to take a ballot for three managers.
As it was not anticipated that a ballot would
be requested, T aceepted the motion in its
original form. Ferhaps the Chief Secretary
will facilitate matters by withdrawing the
motion,

Hon. G. W. Miles: He eannot do that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The motion has
been amended, and surely it cannot be with-
drawn at this stage, Three managers are
required, two have been nominated and we
want a third. Why waste time on 2 ballot?

The PRESIDENT: One member has
asked that a ballot be taken and the Stand-

Is there any other
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ing Orders provide for a ballot, Only by
simplifying what has been done ean a ballot
be taken.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Only three members
have been nomirated as managers and how
ean you have a Lallot?

The PRESIDENT: Are there any other
nominations?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. ] propose—

That the Hon. A. Burvill be appeinted a
manager.

Hon. A, Burvill: No, I object.

Hon. J. EWING: You cannot object.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles: Are there more than
three nominafions now?

The PRESTDENT: Three managers will
be appointed from the whole of the members.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I take it
that Mr. Seddon is still eligible for appoint-
ment, the same as any other member of the
House.

The PRESTUDENT: Yes.

Hon, A, LOVEEIN: I understand, Sir,

that Mr. Burvill will not agree to his nom-
ination, so only three are left.

Hon. J, Ewing: Who says he will not
stand? I do not think the hon. member can
withdraw.

Hon, G. W. MILES: What would be the
position, Sir, if the Minister were not elected
amongst the managers?

The PRESIDENT : The matter is for the
House to decide,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : If that be so,
then I desire that mmy name be exeised from
the list.

The PRESIDENT: The House can elect
whom it desires.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Are we, Sir, to vote
for three names?

The PRESIDENT: Yes, for three names.

Ballot Taken.

Bon. H, A. STEPHENSON: I should like
to draw your attention, Sir, to the fact that
an hon. member in the House has not votfed.

The PRESIDENT: It is now too late.

Ballot resnlted in the selection 4s managers
of the Chief Secretary, Hon. A. Lovekin and
Hon. J. Nicholson.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 till 5.30 p.m.

[COUNCIL.]

Conference Managers’ Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [5.30]: I desire to report
that the conference managers have come to
an agreement. The report is as follows:—

Clanse 2. Conference recommends that the
words propused to be inserted by the Legis-
lative Council be deleted, and that the following
words be inserted in lieu thereof:—°*Provided
that in the case of a permanent employee (as de-
fined in Section 63) where the loss oecasioned
hy such damage is deducted as aforesaid, then
such employee shall be entitled to appeal
against such deduction to the appeal board as
provided in said Section 69.'?

The effect of the above is {o leave Section 52
of the principal Aet with the addition of the
provise giving the right of appeal mentioned.
I will read Section 52 of the principal Aet—

Every'person employed on or about a rail-
way shall be respomsible for any damage
caused by his wrongdoing or neglect; and the
loss occasioned thereby may be deduweted from
any salary, wages, or emolument due o such
person, or may be reeovered in a summary
way.

The proviso added gives the right of appeal
to the person whose wages are deducted. The
repott concludes—

Clause 3. Amendment of Legislative Coun-
cil to stand.

I move—

That the report be adopted and that a mes-
sage accordingly .be transmitted to the As-
sembly.

Question put and passed.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message \from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bills;—

1, Coal Mines Regulation Aet Amendment.

2, Lake Brown-Buollfinch Railway.

3, Dairy Cattle Compeunsation.

4, Fjanding Northwards Rallway.

3, Boyup Brook-Cranbrook Railway.

6, Royal Agricultural Society.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 10th December.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [5.34]: Most of
the criticisms on the Bill are based on—a
not unusual confusion in meaning of the
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terms *valpe” and “priece”; an unwarranted
but popular error that City values materially
charge in a few months; unacquaintanee with
what, in practice, really guides the eourt in
awarding compensation, and what therefore
also guides the Public Works Department in
settling clalms; misconception that bona fide
sales between the 1st January and the date
of resumption would be ignored by the court;
misapprehension that knowledge of (Govern-
ment intentions gained by traffickers comes
solely by leakage of information from Gov-
ernment departments, official or Ministerial;
assumption that the prineiple of the Bill
seeks to cause, or will in fact cause, an in-
Jostice to the straightforward property
ownex; failure to realise that the prineiple of
the Bill is the only effective means of squeleh-
ing manufactured evidence. Those points are
responsible for a great deal of misappre-
hension in reference to the measure. The
Bill places on the latest dealer in the land
affected the onus of proef of the bona fides
of any transaction that may be made im-
imediately prior to the gazettal of resumption
but after the project intended to be em-
barked upon has reeeived full publicity and
general discussion of the subject has taken
place. 3Ir. Nicholson states that there have
been repeated instances during the last 12
months of valnes of properties advancing
enormously. Sir William Lathlain  says,
“They are advaneing month by month.” Tf

the word “price’” were substituted for
“vyalue” in each ease, the statements
would be correct.  The varions City
transactions referred to are indications

revealing the value that has eaxisted for
some time previonsly to the restmption. The
value had heen there before, and perhaps
for a long time, but had not been brought to
light. These transactions tend materially to
prove or disclose the potentialities of the
locality, and the specifie land affected. Each
transaction would have to be carefully in-
vestigated by the eourt before there could be
any admission that such sale had any appre-
ciable effect on values generally. There may
he sales in whieh big prices have been

paid, but which have not been due
to the advaneement of land values in
the locality generally, T am advised

the conrt invariably leaus to the owner dis-
possessed, and Tavonrably considers evidence
ingicating the value of the property to the
divposspssed owner.  Notwithstanding that
the Act specifically refers to “probable and
veasonable price at date of vesumption,” the
court undonbtedly interprets this to mean
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the value of the land with all its potentiali-
ties. Potentislity may be defined as “reas-
onable, probable, imminent increment.”
That, I understand, is the interpretation
placed upon the word by the court. The
award of the court is final. No appeal lies
to a higher eourt except on a question of law,
and the eompensation court’s interpretation
cannof be questioned. Where months elapse
between resumption and settlement, inter-
vening sales of a bona flde nature are al-
ways regarded as in a meldsure supporting
value at the time of resumption, so long,
of course, as it is clear that no cnhancement
has been eansed by the public work con-
cerned. If land is resumed for a pariicular
purpose, the fact that a public work is pro-
posed and will be embarked upon should not
be permitted to affect the value of the land.
The value of the land apart from the publie
work is what should be taken into consid-
eration. Valuers giving evidence on either
side ave nndoubtedly affected by such tran-
sactions in their assessment of value. The
onus of proof of, the efficacy of sunch evi-
denece rests on the elaimant. The intention
of the Bill is that a similar onus of proof
should rest on the claimant with respect
to fransactions immediately before the gax-
gttal of resamption. 1 can give recent in-
stances in point. Within the last four years
some 25 extensive orchard properties in the
Hills distriet were aequired for the metro-
politan water supply. Although some of
these were entirely unmarketable, and not
payable to the owners, they were treated as
it they were paying propositions and readily
saleable. The eourt cast aside the fact of
the failure of the owners and took into con-
sideration the question how the properties
could be made payable if they were effic-
iently condueted. There are many isolated
sales of property above the market values,
caused by the business necessity of an ad-
joiming owner or the competition of two
such owners. Such a sale of specific pro-
perty cannot he regarded as necessarily af.
feeting values of land in the vieinity. Some
of (he sales whieh have heen referred to are
on the basis of bona fide value; others are
cousidered 1o be pot so. Undoubtedly these
transactions have had a stimulating cffeet on
some parts of the city, but on other parws
the effeet has heen reactionary. Time aloue
can show the real extent of any inerease in
permanenf value. The comparison of highly-
improved e¢ity properiies is considered by
the Publie Warks Department to be a doubt-
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ful guide to the values of vacant blocks.
If any long-established city properties are
resumed, there are other considerations be-
sides the value of the land plus the value
of the building. Not the least of these other
considerations is the earning eapacity of the
property as a whole during the lifetime
of the existing building. This is indicated
by leases, business potentiality, and so forth.
1t is becaunse of this recognifion of composite
value that the provisions of proposed para-
graph 2 contained in Clause 2 of the Bill are
limited to the intrinsic cost of the building
or improvements erected or made since the
1st January preceding the date of resump-
tion. Substantial city properties, I am in-
formed, are not likely to be resumed in the
ordinary course. If an acquisition of any
magnitude is contemplated, a special Act
will, I am assured, be sought, when special
provisions to meef the particular cireum-
stances of the case would no doubt be in-
serted by Parliament. The City of Perth
Act, passed last gession, is a speeial measure
in point. If an overhead viaduet, an un-
derground railway, or a serious railway dc-
viation were mooted, Parliament, I am as-
sured, would he consulted, and the resump-
tion would not be made under the provisions
of the Public Works Aect, 1902.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: What about
the ten acres yon requirve for the market?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No donbt
that area would be resumed under the Pub-
lic Works Aet of 1902. It would be treated
as an ordinary resumption. In the case
of extraordinary resumptions, however, it
might be necessary or advisable o econsult
Parliament. Notwithstanding allegations of
injusties, the department’s objeet in the ad-
ministration of the Act, is to give a fair
deal to bona finde owners, but to be firm
where tricksters are suspected of being con-
cerned. There is proof of the reasomable
treatment by the Public Works Department
and the eompensation conrt of those affected
by resumptions. T have not heard of a sin-
gle instance in which any person whose
land has been resumed has either been vie-
timised by the Public Works Department or
has failed to seeure justiee from the court
to which reference is made in case of failure
on the part of the owner and the Govern-
ment to eome to an agreement. Pretty good
proof of what I have stated is to be found
in the fact that almost every owner is pleased
when the Government resume his or her land.
I am informed that bona fide sales befween
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the 1st January and the date of gazetial
would, in practice, be taken into considera-
tion in assessing the value as on the 1st
January preceding. For such sales would
tend to prove, or disprove, the potentiality
that always comprises an important part
of value. Such treatment does not indicate
a disposition on the part of the department
or of the court to do an injustice, and in
view of that position the amendments pro-
posed by the Bill should not execite the
suspicion that seems to have been aroused.
The leakage of information is a genuing
evil that eannot be overcome, except by
the pre-dating proposal in this Bill. The
intentions of the Government are often
sufficiently known or sensed by traffickers
through indications of Government poliey,
public announcements of the Ministerial
programme, requests by deputations, agita-
tions by loeal anthorities, progress associa-
tions, and parents and teachers’' associa-
tions. So nearly everybody in the com-
munity 15 aware for some time before it
takes place that & resumption is contem-
plated; and in the meantime it is possible
for traffickers to get to work and fietiticusly
increase laud values. There shonld be very
little Jeakage from civil servants, because
up to the time of the diselosnre of official
recommendations the knowledge of specifie
Iand needed by the Government is confined
to the Engineer-in-Chief, the exeecntive
engineer and the land resumption officer.
It does not really matter how information
or indications come to the trafficker. What
we must realise is that bogus evidence is
manufactured in anticipation of resump-
tions, and that our sole object is to squeleh
all but bona fide transactions. The Com-
monwealth provision for ante-dating re-
sumptions was made in 1906 as a result of
experience in all the States. Investigations
were made, and those in charge of the Fed-
ersl Administration decided to introduce a
measure on these lines. That measure has
been 20 years in operation and, so far as I
know, has never been criticised. It has
been accepted generally as a fair and jost
measure.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is the Commonwealth
Act the same as this?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is practi-
cally the same, and we are quite prepared
to amend the Bill to bring it into striet
conformity with the Commonweaith legis-
lation. There appears, therefore, to be no
remedy but the principle in the Bill. As to
whether its incidence eonld not be modiBed,
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and the scope of possible injustice mini-
mised, those matters could be econsidered
in Committee. For instance, the predating
could be six months at most. The 1st Janu-
ary eould apply to resumptions during the
first half of the year, and the 1st Jniy Lo
those in the second half. The words
“probable and reasonable price at which
sneh land might be expected to sell,” in
Section G3 of the Aect, could be altered to
“value.” This would give the same wording
as in the Commonwealth Aet and shouil
therefore make it an unobjectionable
measure. “Value” is in practice allowed,
althongh “price” is stipulated. However,
we could so amend the legislation as to
bring it into perfect accord with the Com-
monwealth measure. With regard to the
cost of buildings, Mr. Nicholson referred to
inerease in price of material. Such in-
crease in a few months should be adequately
covered by the allowsance of 10 per cent. for
compulsory taking. Mr. Hamersley alludes
to the possible interferemce with a par-
ticular project the owner might have had
in mind for his land. This is rather nebu-
lous, without specific instances. It should
be more generally realised than it is, that
with money at 6 per cent. any sum tied
up in vacant land doubles itself in less thau
twelve years. This means that the unearned
increment on vacant land must be such as
to double the value of the land in twelve
years, to get back only the actual finaneisl
outlay.” The department’s experience 1is
that a resnmption of vaeant land to an
owner is a “godsend” being paid in eash,
and having regard to the full potentialities
of the site.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Who says this ap-
plies to vaeant land%

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 followed
the hon. member’s remarks closely, and I
take it they had reference to.vacant land
for which the owner had certain plans, I
‘hope the Bill will not be rejected. If it is
objectionable in its present form, it may be
amended in Committee in the manner I
have suggested. It is quite useless to other-
wise amend it, unless there is some drastic
extension of the present principle in order
that we may be able to combat those
traffickers who, through their operations,
practically rob the Government.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. . A7
Noes ‘e .. .. .. 9
Majority for 8
AYES.
Hon. J, B. Brown ‘Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. W, J. Mann
Hon J. M. Drew Hon. G. W. Milea
Hon. E. W. Ewing Hon. Q. Potter
Hon. E. H. Groy Hon. E, Rose .
Hon, E. H. Hon. H. Boddon
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. H. A. Btephenson
Hon. W, H. Ki Hon. J
Hon, A. Lovekin (Teller.)
NoEs.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H. A. 8tephenscn
Hon, V Hamersl Hon, 8ir E, H. Wittanoom
Hnn. A EKeom) Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hnn B tglal.n Hon. A. Buorvill
Hon Ntoholson ( Teller.)

Questton thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
recommendations of the conference.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE,
Assembly’s request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conferenee with managers
of the Couneil and inthpating that the As-
sembly would be represented by three mem-
bers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Assembly’s reguest for a confer-
ence be agreed to,

Question put and passed.

Ballot resulted in the selection as man-
agers of the Hons. J. M. Drew, J. Nichol-
son and G. Potter; conference to be held in
the President’s room at 7.30¢ p.m.

Sitting suspended from 6.7 to 3.30 pm.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE.
Conference Managers’ Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [9.30]: I have to report
that the eonference met, tut failed to come
to an agreement.
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BILL—ADOPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.
Remaining Stages.

Debate on the second reading resumed
from the previous day.

HON. A. LOVERIN (Metropolitan)
[9.32]: 1 ecommend the Bill to the
House, The annnal vreport of the
State Children Depariinent shows that
the pumber of adoptions is now B22
there having been 56 during last
vear. It is very much in the inter-

ests of the Stale that children should be
adopted rather than that they should remain
in institntons. Omne reason for this is that
it is better for the child to live in 2 home,
and secondly that this system saves enor-
mous expense to the State. The secretary
of the department say+ that the saving that
will be effected on future mainterances is
estimated at £11,000 in connection with
adoptions already in force. If we were to
make a calenlation I think we wonld find
that the savings were considerably above
that sum. The average age at which a child
would be on the State would be something
like 10 years, As it costs between
9s. and 12s. 6d. per child per week it will
be seen that in the course of time, with this
number of adopiions, n much greater saving
than £11,000 would he effecied. The report
also gives the elass of houses and parents
where these children are heing placed. The
first hegins with parents whose ineome is
£800 a year and who have property, and the
list goes down to parenls with incomes of
£130 a vear and some property.  Under
the Adoption of Children Aet, the child
when adopted takes the name of the
adopted parent and participates in all
the rights of the parent. At present the
birth of these children is registered, and
anvoene on paynent of 1s. ean obtain a
certificate of hirth. That i3 not desirable
either in the interests of the adopting par-
ents or the child. Some evilly-disposed per-
son, who bears animosity towards the adopt-
ing parents, may want to make mischief.
He can seeure a certificate of birth and put
it up that the child is not the child of the
adopting parents, but that its name is some-
thing else. The child may thus be subjected
to vitureration and abuse on account, per-
haps, of its illegitimacy. The Bill merely
provides protection for the adopting parents
and the child. It states that fhe birth of the
child shall be registered under the proper
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parentage, but that the registration shall bn
put aside and kept by the registrar. The
adopting parents shall have the right to re-
gister the child again in their own name, so
that if any busybodies want to make mis-
chief thev cannot obtain a certifieate anil
tind out that the child is in the name of the
adopting parents. Suveh persons will then
he unable to make mischief. In the ecase
of any bona fide person, on applieation to
the registrar a certifieate can be procured.
The Act provides that when a child is
adopted it has all the rights and privileges
of a legitimate child, for the adopting par-
ents stand in the place of the original par-
ents. Many of these adopted children are
illegitimate, and many of them are deserted.
They have, however, found their way intu
good homes, and have a good upbringing us
well as good home teaching. This is all to
the benefit of the children as well as to the
community as a whole. We should not open
the door to the unfortunate position in which
the children were originally placed, and to
the stigma to be attached to them in after
life. The Bill is a step in the right diree-
tion, and I commend it to the House.

Question puat and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitice, elc.

Bill passed through Committes without
fehate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION.

.Lssembl};‘s Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying the
Council that it had agreed to amendmenis
Nos. 2, 3, 5,6, 7, 9, 12 to 16, inclasive,
24, 32, 33, 35, 40 and 42 made by the Coun-
eil; had disagreed to amendments Nos. 8, 11,
17 to 23, inclusive, 25 to 31, inelusive, 34518
and 41; had made two amendments conse-
quential on the aeceptance by it of amend-
ments Nos, 13 to 16 and 24; and had further
amended amendments Nos, 1, 4, 10, 36, 37, 39
and 43, now considered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon-
oratry Minister in eharge of the Bill.
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No. 1. Clanse 2.—Interpretation of “Bush
Landing”: lnsert affer “place” the words
“used in eonnection with a timber holding” :

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly has
amended this amendment as follows:—

8Btrike out the words ‘‘used in conncetion
with’’ and insert ‘‘om’’ in lieu thereof.

The amendments are somewhat involved and
for the guidance of members and for greater
simplicity, T propose to read the amend-
ments made by the Council and then the
amendments made by the Assembly.

ilon. A. LOVEKIN: I wish fo ask the
Honorary Minister whether he proposes to
proceed with the 24 amendments, and amend-
ments on amendments at this stage of the
session. I for one, do not think I can give
an intelligent decision at the present time.

The HONORARY MINISTER: An ex-
planation may elarify the position. Most of
the amendments made by the Legislative
Assembly represent, more or less, modifica-
tions of those made by the Council and were
framed with the idea of bringing the pro-
visions of the Bill into conformity, as mueh
as possible, with the opinions expressed by
hon. members both for and against the Bill.
Many of {he amendments meei with the ap-
proval of Mr. Nicholson who may be said
to have led the attack against the Bill in
this Chamber. He has had an opportunity
to diseuss some of them and he will realise
the position regarding many of the amend-
ments, although some of them may be con-
troversial.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And there will have to
be a eonference.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Probably
s0. Some of the amendments represent
mere alterations in phraseology. That ap-
plies particularly to one that was dealt with
by Mr. Nicholson. As the result of a con-
ference I arranged hetween the Chief In-
spector of Machinery and Mr. Nicholson the
amendment bas been framed to meet with
Mr. Nicholsen’s approval. That being so,
we will have no difficulty in dealing with the
amendments, so that as the outcome of the
diseussion we may pass a Bill in some form.
It is not my intention to, attempt anything
in the natore of a debate, feeling sure that
as the amendments represent compromises,
they will meet with the wishes of all parties.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: After hearing the
explanation of the Honorary Minister and
seeing that a conference must be held, I
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shall test the feeling of hon. members and
under Standing Order 265 I move—

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask the non.
meinber to reserve that action until the Hon-
orary Minister has moved a motion regard-
ing the first amendment.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The motion I wich
te move supersedes the proveedings of thas
Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: T will aceept the hon.
member’s motion,

IIon. J. NICHOLSOX: May 1 point
out

The CHAIRMAN : Order! There can be
no diseussion after the motion that the
Chairman do now leave the Chair.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I wish to make a
personal explanation.

The CHATRMAN: Standing Order
reads—

Motions—*‘ That the Committee do now
divide,’’ ‘‘That the Chairman do report pro-
gresg and ask to sit again,’? ‘¢ That the Chair-
man do now leave the Chair,'’ ghall be moved
without discussion, and be immediately put
and determined . . ...

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If it will eonveni-
ence the Committee, I will withdraw my
motion for the time being.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the Honor-
ary Minister to move regarding the first
amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: May I ask the
MHonorary Minister to indicate the claunses
that are being dealt with as well as the
amendments, so that we may onderstand the
position ?

The CHATRMAN: I have already stated
that I wil] take {he amendments as they were
passed by this Chamher, and in the sequence
in which they were dealt with. I have read
the Conneil’s amendment and the amendment
made to it by the Assembly,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There has just
now been delivered a print of the various
amendments.

The CHATRMAN: They have been on
the Notice Paper all day.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSOX : But on the No-
lice Paper, whilst the number of the amend-
ment is given, the number of the claunse is
ot stated, and so it is diffieult for members

266
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to tollow the amendment in the Bill. How-
ever, this print ihat has now been delivered
will enable us to do 50. I do not think there
is any objection to the Minister’s motion.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
nothing of a eontroversial nature about this,
and it is not opvosed by Mr, Nicholson. It
will be found that many of these amend-
ments present no diffienlty. They have been
dealt with very fully, everything has been
said that ecan be said about them, hoth here
and in another place, and I feel sure, he-
eause of that interchange of ideas, the As-
sembly’s amendments will meet with the ap-
proval of hon. members.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 4. Clavse 4—Delete all words after
“such” in line 1 down to the end of the
clanse, and insert in lien thereof the words
“person as the Minister may from time to
time appoint, and shall aet in such dis-
triets or portions of district, as the Minister
may from time to time direct”:

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly has
amended this amendment as follows:—
Insert after the word ‘‘appoint,’’ in line

4, the words ‘‘hereinafter referred to as the
controlling officer.”’

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: 1t will be recalled
that some little nnestion was raised in Com-
mittee as to the person to be appointed. It
was thought desirable to leave the appoint-
ment to the Minister. T {ake it the idea of
another place is to give this person to be
appointed some title. FHenee the term “the
controlling officer.”

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is it not that they
want to know whom he may bet? It was sug-
gested that we should name the officer,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tt was suggested
that, in place of calling him the controlling
officer, we might define him as, say, the
Chief Tnspector of Factories.

Hon. Sir William [athlain: You ent that
out in the amendment deleting the inspector
of machinery under the Factories Act.

Hon. J. NICTIOLSON: No, the object
of the amendment I moved was to render it
unnecessary for those in the timber industry
to comply with all the provisions of the
Factories Act, and of the Inspection of Ma-
chinery Act, as well as of this measure. To
avoid that duplication I moved an amend-

[COUNCIL.]

ment, whieh will be considered later, render-
ing it unneeessary for all the various notices
to be given.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 8 C(lause G—Insert after “powers,”
in line 3, the words “and tbe number of
days to he given hy them to the duties of
their offices.”

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly has
disagreed with this, giving as a reason that
it is impracticable to prescribe the time that
may be neeessarv,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the Counecil’s amendment be not in-
sisted upon,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: 1 do not know
whether members think it is practicable to
preseribe the time; if so, they will insist
upon our amendment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The objeet in in-
serting a number of these amendments was
to bring the Bill into conformity with the

. Mines Regmlation Aat, which has been in

operation since 1906 and has worked very
well, In a number of instances the same
words were inserted in the Bill as appear
in the Mines Regulation Act. I know of no
instance where the worde have proved un-
workable in the Mines Regulation Aect.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 10, Clause §, Subelaunse (1).—Delete
paragraph (d).

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly has
amended this amendment as follows:—

Substitute ‘‘amend’’ for ‘‘delete,’’ and
add the following: ‘‘by substitating the fol-
lowing paragraph: ‘For the purposs of such

cxamination or inquiry to require any person
to answer any relevant questions.’ *?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

. That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
0.
Ilon. J. NICHOLSON: Paragraph (d)
empowered a distriet or special inspector for
the purpose of ezamination or inquiry to
require the attendance of any official or em-
ployee, and the objection was that an official
might be required to come to Perth. The
Assembly’s amendment will merely require
any person to answer any relevant ques-
tions.

IIon H, STEWART: Whereas the para-
graph in the Bill specified the attendance of
any official or employee, the Assembly’s
amendment relates to any person.
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Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendiment agreed to.

No. 11. Clanse 8, Sobelanse (1).—Delete
the words “with the aunthority of the control-
ling officer” in line one of paragraph (e).

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s reason
for disagrecing to amendment No. 11 is be-
cause the controlling officer should control
the actions of the inspector in respect of the
initiation of prosecution.

The HONORARY. MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Counneil’s
amendment not insisted on,

No. 13. Clause 10, Subclause (2).—Insert
after “of the,” in line two, the word “ac-

credited.”

No. 14. Clause 10, Subeclause (2).—
Delete “the,” in line three, and insert “any
industrial union of.”

No. 15. Clause 10, Subclause {2).—Insert
after “employed,” in line three, the words
“in the timber industry.”

No. 16. Clause 10, Subelause (2}.—Insert
after “authorised,” in line four, the words “in
writing.”

Na. 24, Clause 15.—TInsert afier “any,” in
line one in the word “fatal” Jnsert after
“gecident,” in line one, the words “or aeci-
dent causing serious bodily injury.”

The CHAIRMAN: My interpretation of
the Assembly’s mesage is that amendments
Nos. 13 to 16 made by the Council Lave been
agreed to by the Assembly conseguential on
the Council agreeing to insert the following
paragraph in Clause 2 of the Bill :-—

‘f Aceredited representative’’ means the
president, or vice-president, or secretary of the
industrial union or any member thereof aeting

with the authority in writing of the secretary
or president.

Amendment No. 24 has been agreed to by
the Assembly consequential on the Conneil
agreeing to insert the following paragraph
in Clause 2 of the Bill:—

‘‘Berions bodily injury’’ means ‘‘such
hodily injury as is likely to result in the in-
jured person being disabled from following
his ordinary oceupation, and earning his usnal
rate of remuneration for two weeks or more.'’

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: If members had de-
voted to the varions amendments the con-
sideration that yon, Mr. Chairman, have given
them, they would be able to follow the pur-
port intelligently, The amendments you
have quoted, Sir—Nos. 13, 14, 15 and 16—
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are consequential on the acceptance of some-
thing else which, 1 understand, we cannot
disenss just now. The definition clanse has
been reeommitted twiee, and we bave had
three divisions on it. I feel confident that
the House will insist on its amenidment.

The CHAIRMAN: I will treat amend-
ments Nos. 13 to 16 separately from amend-
ment No. 24,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the consequential amendment made by
the Assembly on the Council’s amendments
Nos. 18, 14, 15, and 16 be agreed to.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We have discussed
this matter almost ad libitum. The short
way would be for the Council simply to in-
sist on its amendment. There is no use in ar-
guing the point any further,

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes . . .o 16
Noes .. .. .. 5
Majority for .. o1
AYES,
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon., J. M. Drow Hon, W, J. Mapn
Hon. J. B Hon. G. Potter
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. E. Roso
Hon. W. T. Glasheen Hon. H. A. Stephensen
Hon. J. W. Hicke: Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. G. A. Eemp Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon, W. H, Ki
Hon. A. Lovakin
NoEe.
Hon. A, Burvill Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. 3ir W Lathlaln Hon, E. H. Harrls
Hon, G. W. Miles (Teller.)

Question thus passed; the Assembly’s
eonsequential amendment agreed to.

No. 24—Clause 15, insert after “any,” in
line 1, the word “fatal”; insert after “acci-
dent,” in line 1, the words “or accident caus-
ing serious bodily injury”:

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly agrees
to the Council’s amendment conditionally on
the acceptance of the following consequential
amendment :—

‘‘Clause 2, ingert the following paragraph:
‘Sericus bodily injury’ means ‘suchk bedily in-
jury as is likely to result in the injured per-
son being disabled from following his ordinary
occupation and earning his usual rate of re-
muneration for two weeka or more.’ '’

On motion by the Honorary Minister, the
Assembly’s consequential amendment agreed
to.

Na. 17—Clause 13, Subelause 1, delete
the words “and to the .controlling offizer":
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The CHAIRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing with this amendment is,
because all accidents should be recorded by
the head of the department for siatistival
purposes, and further, the distriet inspeetor
may be absent and the notice may not reach
him within a reasonable time.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: [ move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

ilon. J. NICHOLSON: The carryinz of
the motion will mean duplication of
notices. This House struck out the words
“controlling officer” to aveid thal dwuplica-
tion, Perhaps the Honorary Minister will
aeeept an alternative amendment striking
out “district inspector” instead of “con-
trolling officer.” = Then the notice will
have to be sent to the controlling officer
direet. If the distriet inspector is going to
be absent, as suggested by another place,
it is useless serving him with a notice. If
it iz considered better to give the notice
direct to the controlling officer, I have no
objection. A man does not leok up an Aect
to see whom he has to give notice to, and,
under the clause as printed, if he does not
give two notices he is liable to a penalty,

The HONORARY MINISTER : Those
responsible for the Bill cerfainly wish to
avoid duplication. The retention of the
words “controlling officer” is desirable for
the sake of the compilation of statistical
information more than for any other
reason. It may not be necessary to report
immediately to the controlling officer. That
ecould be done at a later stage. I would
prefer the words “the countrolling officer”
to be retained.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T move an alterna-
tive amendment—

That in licu of the words ‘‘the distriet inm-
speetor,'’ the words ‘‘the controlling officer'’
be inserted.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN : This is a small
matter and may involve sending the Bill
back to another place. Let us press for
something that is of consequence,

Hon. J. EWING: Another place has sent
ns a most involved qnestion, and Mr.
Nicholson is making it more involved. The
whole thing should be left to a conference.

Hon. J. NICHOILSON: I do not want to
involve members, but T maintain it is not
fair to expose a manager to the position
outlined in the clanse.

Alternative amendment pnt and neea.
tived.

[COLNCIL.]

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

No. 18—Clause 13; Subelause 1, Delete
the words “or incapacitates any person
fromn work for more than 24 hours,” and
insert in lien thereof the words “or causes
serious bodily injury”:

The CHAIRMAN: The reason given by
the Assembly for not agreeing to the
Council’s amendment is that all accidents
which ineapacitate a person for more than
24 hours should be notified.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendmeunt be not insisted om.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was felt that
if a man injured 2 finger or received u
minor injury, he would be compelled to
notity the distriet inspector or the con-
trolling officer. Notification of accident
should be in harmony with the Inspection
of Machinery Aet, which provides that
serions bodily injury is such as will prevent
a person from following his oceupation for
two weeks or more. If a wman is
incapacitated for 24 hours, he eannet work
during that time. Why should we extend
the period?

Question put and passed: the Counecil's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 19. Clause 13, Subelanse {2).—In-
sert after “death,” in paragraph (2), the
words “or accident cansing serious bodily
injury.”

No. 20, Clanse 13, Subclause (2).~—De-
lete paragraph (b).

No. 21. Clause 14, Subclause (1).—De-
lete the words “the controlling officer,” in
lintes two and three, and inzert “the Min-
ister.”

No. 22. Clause 14, Subelanse (1).—De
lete “officer in eontrol and the.”

The CHAIRMAN : The Assembly dis-
ngreed with these amendments made by the
Counctl for the following reasons:—

Amendment No. 19, Clause 13, Subclaunse
(2% ~Tlealt with under (b).

Amendment No, 20, (lause 13, Suhelause
(2} {b)—<Consequentinlly upon disagreement
with Ne. 18.

Amendment No. 21, Clause 14, Subelanse
(1}.—DBecansc the controlling officer sheonld
have the power to cause an investigation to
be made in the absence of the imspector.

Amendment No. 22, (Clause 14, Suhelanse
(1).—DBveanse results of investigations by in-
qpfﬁeetora shoulil be reported to the controlling
offiver,
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On motions by the Honorary Miuister,
the foregoing Couneil's amendments were
not insisted on.

No. 23. Clause 14, Subclause 1.—Delete
“industrial,” apd insert “police or resident”
in line 7:

The CHAIRMAN: The Aszembly dis-
agreed with this amendment for the # Yow-
ing reason:—“Becaunse it is considered that
industrial magistrates shounld exercize au-
thority under the measure.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move-—~

That the amendment be not insisted om.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resulf:—

Ayes .. . .. 10
Noes .. . Lo 12
Majority against .. 2
AYES,
Hon. J. B. Brown Hon. W, H. Eitson
Hon. J. M Drew Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. B, H. Grey Houn. J, M. Macfarlane
Hon. W. T. Glasheen Hon. (. Potter
‘Hon. J. W, Hickey Hon. H. A. Stephenson
{Teller.)
Nors.
Hou. A, Burvlil Hon. G- 'W. Milles
Hon. J. Ewin Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. V. Homersley Hon. E. Rose
Hon. G. A. Kempton Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. 8ir W. Lathlalp Hon. H. I Yelland
Hon. W. J. Manu Hon. E. H. Harrls
{Teller.)
Question thus negatived; the Couneil’s

amendment insisted on.

No. 25. Clanae 16---Delete “or agent” in
line one:

The CHAIRMAN: The reason given by
the Assembly for disagrecing to the amend-
ment is “beeause it is necessary that the
Tepresentatives of foreign eompanies shounld
be held responsible.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move-—
~ That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: The reazon given
by the Ansembly is not adequate. The re-
sponsibilty for providing efficient guards for
machinery should rest with the owners, and
not with the agerts, who may be in Perth,
whirh would be inequitahle. We should in-
sist upon the amendment.

Question put and a division taken with
the following resulf:—

Aves .. .. .. G
Noes .. .. .. 16
Majovity against .. 10
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AYES.
Hon. J, I. Rrown ' Hon. J. W, Hickey
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon, B, H. Gray
(Teller)
NoEs,
Hon, A. Bervill Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. J, Ewhg Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. Y. Hammerale Hon, G. Potter
Hon. G@. A. Eempton Hou. E. Ro
Hon, Sir W. Lathiain Hon. H. A, Stephenson
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon, H. Sbewa
Hon. J M. Macfarlane Hon. H, J, Yelland
Hon, W. J. Mann Hon. W. T (lasheen
(Teller.)

Question thus negatived;
mnendment insizted on.

No. 26. Clause 16—iusert after “shall,”
in line 9, the words “so far as reasonably
practicable” :

The CHATRMAN: The reason given by
the Assembly is aw foilows:—

Disagreed to beeausg there should be no such
limitation of the obligation to provide gvards.

The HONORARY MINISTER : I move—-

That the ameudment be not ingisted oun,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : 1 cannot sce any
Jjustifieation for the suggestion made by the
Assembly,  All that we have asked for is
that gunrds should be provided as far as is
reasonably praeticable.

Hon, E. H. Gray:
unworkable.

the Counnecil’s

That would make it

Question put and passed:
amendment not ingisted on.

No. 27.
n

the Coancil’s

Clause 16—Tnsert after “so far

as,” in line 8, the word “reasonably™:
The CHAIRMAN :  The Assembly’s

reason for disagreeing to the amendment is
similar to the reason given in connection
with the previons amendment.
The MONORARY MINTSTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s

amendment not insisted on.

No. 28. Clanse 16—Inseri after *shall,”
in line 9, the words “unless same be removed
or altered withonl his consent?” :

The CHATRMAN : The Assembly’s veason
for disagreeing to the amendment iz because
the manager should have suilicient eontrol
over employees fu enszure that thev will not
remove or alter emards without his consent,

The HONORARY MINTSTER: I move--

That the amendment be not ingisted on.

Hoen., J. NICTOLSUXN: Hon. members
will recognise that the amendment made by
the Committee is fair beeause no man could
possibly be on the spot al! the time. No one
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counld do more than provide the guards, and
if an employee wilful'y removed the guards,
the owner could not help it.

Hon. E. H. Gray: His foreman would be
there.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON; Despite that, the
hon. member knows thut guards are removed.

Question pnl and » division faken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. @6
Noes s .. .. 16

Majority veainst .. 10

AYES.
Hon, J. M. Drew i Hon. J. w. Htckey
Hon. B H. Gy ' Hon, W. H, Kl
H. Harris Hon, 3. 1. Bmwn
(Teller.)
NoEzs,

Hon. A, Burvill
Hon. W, T. Olasheen

Hon. V. Hamers} Hox. G.
Hoo. G, A. Kemplon Hon. E. 1\.0
Hon, Blr W. La Hon, H. A. Stephenson
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. M. Maciarlane Bon. H. J. Yalland
Hon. W, J. Mann Hon, J. Ewing

(Teiler.)

Question thus megatfived; the Coungil's

amendment insisted on.
No. 20.—Clause 19, delete:

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly dis-
agrees to this for the reason that precau-
tions should be laken to prevent aeccidents.

The HONORARY MIKISTER: I wove -

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I draw attention
to the words in the elause, “likely to pro-
duce danger of any kind”  Anything is
likely to produce danger. If we reinsert the
clause we ought to strike out those words
and insert in lien, “anything that is appar-
ently unsafe.”

Couneil’s

Question put and passed; the

amendment not insisted on.

No. 30.—Clause 20, Subelause 2, delete
“confrolling officer,” in lines eleven and
twelve, and insert “inspecior.”

The CHAIRMAN: The reason miven hy
the Assembly for disagreeing to this is that
the controlling officer shonld exercise the
authority.

The HONORARY MINISTER : T move-—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed: the Council's

amendment not insisted on,

[COUNCIL.]

No. 31.—Clause 20, Subelause 43, delcte
“eontrolling officer™ in line six, and insert
“Minister” :

The CHAIRMAN: For the same reason
the \ssembly disagrees to this.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: T move- ~

That the nmendment be not insisted on.

Question pnt and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not insisted on.

No. M.—Clause 21, Sobelanse 1, insert
aller “or,” in line one, the word “employed.”
Insert alter “of,” in line two, the words “or
#n employee working in”:

The CHAIRMAXN: The Assembly’s rea-
sun for disagreemg to this is that it would
create a diffienlty in empanelling a jury.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: This deals with
juries. T hope the amendment will be in-
sisted on.

H:n BE. H. HARRIS: If these words are
nui inserted i will mean that only persons
inierested in the management of a timber
holding will be disqualified from sitting on a
jury. Our amendment ineluded also em-
ployees. They are just as likely to be biassed
as ave those Interested in the management.
If it iz good to have the first provision, it
is equally good fo have the second.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
amendment insisted on.
No. 36.—Clanse 22, delete subeclanse 13:

Assembly’s anendment: Substitute
“amend” for “delete’” and add the follow-
ing: “by substituting the following sub-
cluuse: “For the prevention of the entry of
sinoke into the mill to the danger of work-

men' " :

The HONORARY MINISTER: [ move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to.

Hon. J. XICHOLSOXN: This is the pro-
vision dealing with the erection of smoke
sereens. This Committee formed the
firm opinion that it was impractiecable. The
Assembly's amendment is eqoally so, and I
trust i will nol be agreed fo.

Question pul and negatived; the Assem-
blv’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 37.—Clause 22, delete subelaunse 15:

Assembly’s amendment: Substitute
“amend” for “delete,” and add “hy omitting
‘to a preseribed width.”
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
to.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: This gives powes
to make regnlations requiring bush lines to
be cleared of dangerous trees, etc. In view
of the long diseussion that fook place hera,
I trust the Committee will insist on their
emendment,

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: In de-
leting the words, “the preseribed width” the
Assemb'y’s amendment makes the position
very much worse than it is at present.

The HONORARY MINISTER: In an
earlier discussion it was stated that the pro-
vision had for its object the harassing of
mill-owners. Actually it is to allow of the
malung of regmlations for the elearing of
dangerous trees. Its sole object is the safety
of travellers.

Onestion put and negatived; the Assem-
Ny’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 38.—Clause 22, delete subelause 19:

The CHAIRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for mot agreeing to this is that power to
segulate the construction and layout of
wusing and accommodation of workers is
leemed necessary.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T hope this will
e insisted on. QOther provision in this re-
peet is made at present, and also there are
he provisions made under the TIndustrial
Arbitration Act.

Question put and negatived; the Couneil's
mendment insisted on,

No. 39.—Clause 22, delete subclanse 21:

Assembly’s amendment ; Substitute
amend” for “delete,” and add “by omitting
he words ‘not expressly provided for'”:

The HONORARY MINISTER : I move—

That the Assembly’s amendment be agreed
o.

'he Solicitor General states that it is neces-
ary. There is no Aet, State or Commeon-
ealth, that does not conotain provision to
izke regulations requisite to give effeet to
e measnre. The Assembly’s amendment on
1o Counecil’s amendment removes the ob-
setion that was raised previonsly.

Hon, Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: If
iis power is eonceded we might as well
yandon the disenssion. The words pro-
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posed to be deleted will uot alter the effect
of the paragraph. When making provision
for apprentices a similar paragraph that
would have given almosé unlimited power
was deleted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I share the views
of Sir William Lathlain. The words of the
paragraph are so wide as to embrace almost

anything.

Question put and negatived; the Apsem-
bly’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 27.—Delete the words
“appointed as an industrial magistrate for

the purposes of the Industrial Arbitration
Aet, 19257

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing to this amendment is
because it is desirable that industrial magis-

trates should exercise authority under the
Act.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—
That the amendment he not insisted on.

Hon. H. STEWART: There is nothing
in the measure thnt requires lhe appoint-
ment of an industrial magistrate.

Question put and negatived; the Ciuncil’s
amendment insisted on.

No. 43. TInsert a new clause, tu stand as
Clause 28, as follows:—The provisions of
the Factories and Shops Act, 1920, and the
Tnspection of Machinery Aet, 1921, and of
all amendments or re-enactments thereof,
in so far as same may apply to any sawmill,
mill, timber holding, machinery, mill gear-
ing, mill landing, bush landing, or yard as
herein defined, shall not apply to this Aet,
and no owner, manager, or agent, as herein
defined, shall be required to comply with

said first-mentioned Acty in addition to this
Aect:

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly has
amended this amendment as follows:—

Strike out all the words after ‘‘provisions®’
in the proposed mew elause, and insert the fol-
lowing in lieu thereof:—'‘of Bectioms 13, 14,
16, 17, and 20 of this Aect, and of the regu-
lations made under paragraphs (3}, (4). (5),
(6}, (8), (9), and (18) of Section 22 of this
Act, shall be in lieu of the provisions of the
Inspeetion of Machinery Act, 1921, and any
amendment thereof.”’ and of the Pactories
and Shops Aect, 1920, and any amendment
thereof, and the regulations under those Aects
relating to similar matters, which provisions
and regulations shall nat apply to the timber
industry: but nothing in this Aect shall affect
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the provisions of the Inspection of Machinery
Act, 1921, relating to hoilers, or to the certifi-
entes required to be held by engine-drivers,
erane and hoist drivers, boiler attendants, aud
other persons.'?

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 move—

That the Assembly's amendment be agreed
to.

Question put and pas<ed; the Assembly's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions and the

adopted.

A eammittee consisting of Hons. J. Nich-
olson, V. Hamersley, aud J. W, Hickey drew
np reasons for disagreeing to the Assembly’s
amendments on the Council’s amendments.
Reasons adepted, and a wessage aceordingly
returned Lo the Asscmbly.

reported report

Sitting suspended from 1136 pm to
12.3C a.m.

BILL—EKOJONUP AND DOWERIN ROAD
BOARD LOANS VALIDATION.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reuding.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [12.31] in moving the
second reading said: The necessity for this
Bill is to legalise the action of the ojonup
and Dowerin road hoards, in the raising of
loans, owing to theiv Pailure to comply with
certain formalities Iaid down in the Road
Distriets Act. In the case of Kojonup, the
hoard entered into negotintions with the
Primary Producers’ bank for the raising of a
loun, and actually oblained the muoney prior
to the adoption of the necessary resolution
auihorisimg the transaction. The Primary
Produeers’ bank wished to treat the matter
as an overdraft, which would have meant
the payment of 8 per eent. interest instead
of 7 per eent. The bank then endeavourved
to transfer the loan to ancther institution,
but as the board had not adopted the reso-
lution within the speecified time, negotiations
eonld not be completed wntil this omission
wag validated. It is to rectify this omission
that the Bill is required. Tn all other re-
spects the Statute is being complied with.
This matter was only brought nnder my
notice vesterday, and T have not had an

[COUNCIL.}

opportunity to investigate it. Probabl
wembers representing the distriets cox
eerned will be able to speak with some auth
ority on the subject. With regard to Dow
erin, the hoard originally advertised th
raising of a loan of £1,300 at § per eent
but then found they were unable to obtai
the money at that rate of interest. Furthe
owing te the inerease in the cost the boar
found it necessary to raise another £20(
The hoard then completed their arrangenen
for ruising the loan for £1,500 at 7 per cent
on the assumption that ihe original adver
tisement was all that was necessary. This
however, has not met the case, as Sectio
284 of the Road Districts Aet provides tha
the full particulars must be advertised
showing amongst other matters the rate o
interest to be paid a month hefore the loa
is raized, so0 as to give an opportunity Lo th
ratepayers to object. The ratepayerz wigh
approve of a six per cent. loan, wherea
they might not agree to a seven per veni
loan. In other respects the provisions o
the Statute have been complied with. It i
now necessary to put the matter on a pro
per footing by the passing of ihe Bill. D
both cases the board secretaries are inex
perienced in the matter of raising loan
under the Road Districts Aet. T very muel
vegret that the Bill should have eome down
Tt was not contemplated hy me, but evi
dently it is a matier of great wrgeacy am
importance to the loeal authorities con
corned. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East
{12377 On this subjeet T enn speak only wit]
reference to the Kojonup Road Board,
know how the frouble arose, namely, throngl
the bank interested taking action that wa
not eontemplated when the arrangement wa
made. 1 ask members to support the seeont
reading sa that the action whick haz beer
tuken maxy he validated.

The Chief Seeretary: There is nothin
improper in the transaction,

on. H. STEWART: Everything is al
right.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [12.38]
T have not been approached in anv way by
the Dowerin Road Board I regret that i
has heen necessary to validate any error thi
Lbeard may bhave made, through being ohlize
to pay 7 per cent. for the money reruired
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I aw rather astonished that the Government
have not heen nble to see a good investment
in this for some of their Savings Bank
money. J ean hardly undersiand why the
Government have allowed a private bank to
eet the benefit of such an investment as this.
It would be a good thing if arrangements
such as this could be met ouf of savings
bank funds rather than that a Bill should
have to be introduced to cenable a piivate
institution to make so good a business deal.
The seenrity of these road boards is gilt-
edged. [n this case a private institution will
get T per eent. [ wander what is happening
to the State Savings Bank that it was not
lovking for an investment of this kind. [
have no wish to place any obstacle in the
way of the Bill, but T do think that good
Tusiness has heen lost to the Goverament
institution.

HON. A LOVEKIN (Metropolitan:
{1240 am.]: I am surprised that the local
bodies skhonld be paying such a high rate
of interest. Im this eanse the Government
niight well have ¢ome to the rescue. They
have in hand by way of uninvested trust
fund balanees a sum of £2,496,292 13s. 4d.

Hon. . W, Miles: That is money lyving
idle. :

Hon. J. Cornell: That is the No. 2 trust
account.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Some of these local
authorities might be only too glad to get
a portion of it. 1 see, too, that the cash
available at the close of the year was
£1,574,399.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where do they keep
it?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It is available. [
do not know of any business firm {hat
wonld allow such large amounts as those to
lie idle, and cannot understand thz TGovarn-
ment doing so when the road boards are
paying 7 per cent. or 8 per cent. for their
money. I do not know that we a»e justified
in passing the Bill. If the Clief Rexretary
will look at the balances and will see the
Treasurer, posgibly the diffienlty uttendant
on paying these high rates of inievest can
be overcome. This provides a really good
investment for money that at present is
earning nothing.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) {124 am.]:
The matters referred to by vrevious
speakers do not enter info the «uestion
before us. The Dowerin Road Roard have
done something that is not strietly legal.
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These things are bound to happen. Mem-
bers of road hoards are laymen, aud are tor
the most part farmers. The secretaries are
underpaid, and are not up to the standard
that shonld be demanded of road board
secretaries.

Hon. V, Hamersley: If we paid more
the rates would go up.

Hon. C, . BAXTER: I saw the other
day an advertisement for a road hoard
secretary. This official was to receive £251
per annum, find his own wotor car, and be
paid an allowanee for fuel of £25 a year,

Hon. A, Lovekin: They ought to form a
nnion.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: One can under-
stand mistakes like this oceurring, The
Government do not look for investments
for the money they bave in the Savings
Bank. If road boards in their turn look
to the Government they generally apply for
subsidies which are not forthcoming. The
Dowerin Road Board set out to borrow
money at 6 per cent. but they made a mis-
take which bas to be rectified by the
passage of this Bill. Even suppose they
did borrow from the Government, the loan
wounld still have to be validated, I trust
the House will agree to this, for although
small it is a very important Bill.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Should not the Govern-
ment eome into it a little?

Hon. C. I'. BAXTER: It is not a oues-
tion of that at all, but a question whether .
Parliament is going to validate the mis-
takes of {hese two boards. Loeal authori-
ties are composed of men aeting in an
honorary capacity who are now placed in
a very unfortunate position. T trnst the

second reading will bhe carried and the Bill
become law.

Question. pat and passed.
Bill read a second tine.

Remaiming Stages.

Bill passed throuch Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION.
Assemhly’s Request for Conference,

Message from the Aszembly received and
read requesting a conference with managers
of the Council and intimating that the
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Assembly would be represented by three
members.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Assembly’s request for a confer-
ence he agreed to.

Question put and passed.

Ballot resulted in the selection as
mnanagers of the Hons. J. W. Hickey, A
Lovekin and J. Nicholson, the conference
to be held in the President’s room forth-
with,

Sitting suspended from 1 a.m. to 4.20 am.

BILL--TIMBER INDUSTRY REGU-
LATION.

Conference Managers’ Report,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have to
report that the Conference managers, having
met, recommend the following amend-
ments:—

No. 23. Clause 14, Subelause (1) —Insert
after ‘‘nearest,’’ in line seven, the words
“¢police, resident, or’’; and consequential
amendments throughout the Bill

Nos. 25 and 28. Clause 16, Subelanse (1).
—~Council’s amendment agreed to in lire one
and in the ninth line after ‘‘shall,’’ delete
the Council’s amendment and insert the fol.
lowing: —

"“unless he shall prove to the satisfae-
tion of the Court that same has been re-
moved or altered by some particular per-
son without his consent.’’

No. 34, Claunse 21, Subclause (1).—Coun-
¢il’s amendment delsted; Clanse to stand as
printed.

No. 36. Clause 22, Subclause
Couneil’s amendment agreed to.

No. 37. Clause 22, Subelanse {(15).—Sub-
clause to be altered to read as follows:—

"‘Requiring bush lines to be cleared of
dangerous trees.’’

No. 38. Clause 22, Subelauss (19).—Re-
drafted to read ‘‘for the inspection of the
housing and accommodation provided for
workers.”’

No. 39. Clause 22, Sabelanse (21).-Sub-
clause re-drafted to read as follows:—

‘“Generally for carrying this Act imto
exgeution.’’

No. 41, Cause 27.—Delcte the words ‘‘ap-
pointed as’’ in line 3 and insert ‘‘or’’; and
after ‘‘magistrats’’ in same line ingert the
word ‘‘appointed.’’

(13).—

I move—
That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the re-
commendations of the conference.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Commitlee.

Hon, J. Cornell ,in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 63:

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
amendment—

That in Subclause 1 the words ‘‘the words
‘at the date the land was taken’ in paragraph
(a) thercof are deleted, and the following
words are inserted in place thereof, ‘'namely
that on the first day of January last preced-
ing the notice in the Gazetlg of the taking of
the land, or’’ be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lien:—*‘Delete paragraph (a)
of Bection 63 of the Public Works Aect, 1902,
and ingert the following in lieu thereof:—
(a) The value of such lard with any improve-
ments thereon or the estate or interest of the
claimant therein as on the first day of Jan-
uary last preeeding the notice in the Gazetie
of the taking of the land if the notice is
gazetted Dbefore the thirtieth day of June, or
it the notice is gazetted after the thirtieth
day of June, then as on the first day of Jaly
last preceding such notice, without regard to
any increased value oceasioned by the proposed
publi¢ work.**

The effect of the amendment will be to sub-
stitute “value” for “prebable and reasonable
price.”

Hon, H. STEWART: I want to be certain
that this amendment deals only with the first
sibclause,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Paragraph
{a) of the section in the original Aet is struck
out, and Subclanse 1 of the Bill is deleted.

Hon. A, LOVERKIN: It is no fault of the
Chief Secretary that the amendment is put
before us at such a late hour,and in its pre-
sent form. I do not suppose a single member
of thiz Chamber, apart from the Minister,
understands what it iz we are asked to agree
to. We have not been able to pernse the
amendment, but this is the legislation we are
asked to pass after sitting for 1734 hours! I
enter my emphatic protest against being
asked to attempt to do our duty in these
circumstances.

I move an

Amendment put and passed.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY:
amendment—
That in Subelause (2), after ‘‘last’’ in line

5 of the proviso, the words ‘‘or the first day
of July as the case may be’’ be inserted.

I move an

Amendment put and passed; the elause as
amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the As-
sembly with amendments.

BILL—SOUTH-WEST ELECTRIC
POWER.

Second Reeding.
Debate resumed from the 14th December.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[4.38 am.]: It was my intention to speak at
some length on the Bill, hut having regard
to the early hovr of the morning and the
fact that members are tired after the long
sitting, I shall eurtail my remarks and not
detain the House any lovger than is neces-
sary. There are many reasons I can advance
in support of the Bill, but there are two
only to which [ shall refer. The first is that
I look upon the scheme as the initial step
taken in this State in the direction of some
real progress in provineial industrial devel-
opment. The second is that I believe, be-
fore many years are past, electricity will play
a prominent part in the agricultnral develop-
ment of the State. It is unuecessary for me
to remind the Heuse that the conditions of
the world have waterially ehanged during
the last few years. Whether we will or no,
we must face the realiiy ihat, thanks to elee-
tricty, the economic probiems of the world
have taken on muw phases. Cheap power is
now recognized as the source of all,suceess-
ful industrial effort. Tn Amerieca, on the
Continent, and particularly in France, Ger-
many and [taly electrical energy has been
applied in a marked degree to industry and
agricnlture. The suecess that has followed
the applieation of thac ¢nergy has been most
gratifying. Other conntries are rapidly fol-
lowing suit, and even here in Australia some
progress has been made. Tn Tasmania cheap
power is available and is attraeting the at-
tention of manutacturcrs to that part of the
Commonwealth. In Queensland extensive
investigations buve been and are being made
with the idea of providing cheap ecurrent.
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Even in districts so tar removed from the
metropolis as Cairns, quite a lot of thought
haz heen given to the question of harnessing
such waters as the Barron Falls with a view
to providing cheap carrent. It shows that
the question of applying electrical energy to
the work of rural distriets is being earnestly
taken up. In Vietovia the Morwell brown
conl scheme is now producing cheap current,
and at the same time the Hydro Electrie
Works on Sugarloaf, Hubicon, are in pro-
gress, and there i= still a third scheme being
investigated in Victoria. In Perth cheap
power is avnilable; so cheap that the City
Couneil arve in the happy position of being
able to utilise eurrent 1hat is being generated
at a loss. That is due to the Taet that they
were able to make a very hard bargain ex-
tending over a iong term of years. No such
advantages are availalic in the provinces of
this State. In many places people are pay-
ing & shilling per unit for lighting, and six-
pence per unit Jor power. On those figures
any great industrial progress is praetieally
impossible. The Bill is designed to remedy
that condition of affuirs. For some years
the people of Bunbury have felt the need
for cheap current. Moreover the plant they
have to rely upon has been uable to cope
with their requircments, 1t is disastrous for
any progressive community to be handi-
eapped in this wny.  Collie, outside the
mines, has experienced the same disad-
vantage. The people of that town are more
or less at Lhe mercey of the coal companies
from which they purchase their eurrent.
Such a condition of affairs cannot be per-
mitted to eontinue, By a minote of Execu-
tive Council a evmmittee was formed to in-
vestigate the prospecis of an South-West
power scheme. After long and laborious
effort they have heen able to present a re-
port and rtecowmendutions the vesulf of
which, it is felt, will be to provide current
over a very large area and at a price fhat
will enable industry fo progress and the
people to benefit in eonsequence. The trans-
mission, as provided for in the Bill, is at
present limited to a #40-mile radius. That
is but a small radius, for the Morwell scheme
in Victoria is transinitting over a distanee of
110 miles, and T believe that in America dis-
tances up te 500 miles are being success-
fully operated over by power schemes. If the
Bill be carried, a5 T hope it will be, the bene-
fit that will acerne fo ihe South-Western por-
tion of the State will he mmeasorable. The
Collie coal mining companies have realised
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that a larger scheme than they can handle
would be advantageou:r. They have agreed
to take 63 per cent of the estimated output,
and the municipalities of Collie and Bunbury
are equally anxious io get the current and
so extend theiv zetivities. My only fear is
that, notwithstanding thiat the plant is de-
signed for a eapacity of double the estimated
output for the first thiee years, it will prove
too small. I feel that shortly the quan-
tity of eurrent required will be in exeess of
the capacity of that plant. I bave here a
lot of figures that I bad intended to give
to the House but, as 1 have said, the
hour is not lute but early, and so I
will not worry nembers with them.
Let me mention the State of Vietoria and
point out the mecrease in industry that has
taken place as a result of the supply of cheap
electrie current. A few years ago the Vie-
torian factories were comparatively few. To-
day Victoria has 7,289 factories employing
156,162 people and paying £27,472,000 in
wages annually. Those factories by reason
of being able to operate with cheap power,
are manufacturing articles worth nearly
£114,000,000, That is a fine record for such
a small State, and I know that in Western
Australia we have a country many times
greater than Victoria and, with all that
State’s natural advantages. Consequently, we
can make some attempt at viswalising what
will happen in Western Australia when our
population grows and can obtain such ad-
vantages as cheap power. The South-Wesi
scheme is designed for about 40 centres, a
plan of which I have before me. The people
in these centres are enthusiastic about the
scheme, particularly those of Bunbury and
Collie and are prepared, if neeessary, to
make some sacrifice in order fo have it
brought into operation. People ouiside of
those municipalities desire an extension and
I have no doubt, if this Bill is carried and
the power scheme is consummated, that the
advantages to the whole State will be very
great. I wish to say a word or two regarding
the agriculturist. I believe it is qnite pos-
sible to distribute electrie currentthroughout
the South-West af a price that will enable
the farmer to utilise it fo real advantage.
There is no question that the use of electric
power is a very greai factor in eliminating
the drudgerv that has been more or less in-
separable from farming. It will lead to bet-
ter working conditions and better living eon-
ditions, and I am satisfied that from those
points of view alone the Bill is entitled to
the sympathetie eonsideration of the House.

[COUNCIL.]

Some members, in speaking to the Bill, have
referred to the question of bringing electric
power to Perth from Collie. I hope some day
that will be done and 1 feel sure when it is
done, it will be found to be a profitable under-
taking. The electrification of the metropoli-
tan railways has been referred to, and I hope
to live to see the day when we shall be able

to electrify some of the agricultural lines as
well, for there, again, a great saving could be
eifecled. It would alse eliminate any risk of
fires to crops and obviate the necessity for
importing Newcastle coal to ron our rail-
ways. I congratulate the Government on hav-
ing introduced the Bill. T hope it will receive
sympathetic consideration from members and
will be passed. If the scheme presents any
difficulty, let me inform members that in
February next there will be a conference in
this State of eleetrical engineers and experts,
and any question about which the Govern-
ment are doubtful might be referred to those
gentlemen for elucidation. T support the
second reading.

HON. A LOVEEKIN
[4.65]: I move—

L}
That the debate be adjourned until the
next sitting of the House.

(Metropolitan)

Motion put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 12
Majority against 2
AYES
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hoo. J. Nicholaon
Hon. 3. A. Kempton Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. 8t W. Lathlain Hon. H. Sta
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. V. Hameralgy
Noes.
Hon. 0. #. Baxter Hon. W. J. Mamn
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. G. 'W. Miley
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. Q. Polter
Houn. J. M. Drow Hon E. Rose
Hon. E. H. Gray Hoo. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. W. Hickoy Hor. J, Ewing
(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

HON. H. STEWART ({South-East)
[6 am.]: Much as the Bill is desirable it
seems to me that we ean hardly give it pro-
per consideration at this stage of the session.

Men. K. H. Gray: Tt is simple enough to
wnderstand.

Hon. H. STEWART: Quite so. We have
dealt with other measures in other sessions
that have been far more important than this
one, hut which have been considered for as
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many days as this Bill bas been considered
for hours. 1 wish to protest against the Bill
coming forward at so late an hour, in view
of the fact that for three years constituents
of mine and of other members in adjoining
provinees have been overlooked. L vefer fo
the seottlers in the Kalgarin, Kondinin, Jila-
kin and Lake (race districts. When a rail-
way was built in the neighbourhood some-
time ago, an alternative route was mentioned
by the advisory board, but the ronte chosen
catered for only a section of that district.
The Bill before us involves the expenditure
of eertain moneys. The money advanced by
the Government will be provided through the
medinm of the Industries Assistance Act. On
the other hand, money is being provided fyom
loan for railway purposes. In the part of
my provinece to which I refer, people have
been profitably prodacing wheat a long dis-
tanee from the railway, for three years. They
have been depending upon the second report
of the advisory board, hoping that it would
lead to the construction of the much needed
railway. It was also hoped that the report
would lead to the introduction of a Bill for
the eonstruction of the line. The Bill be-
fore ug is not nearly of such immediate,
urgent and vital importance that T ean
allow it to pass withont recording, on
behaif of my constituents, their disappoint-
ment at the delay that has oceurred in the
matter of their railway, and the bitier dis-
appointment they will feel now at heing ob-
liged to continue carting their wheat over
tremendous distances when they had every
reason to anticipate that the Bill would be
bronght forward in accordance with the re-
port of the advisory board. Provision was
made on the Estimates, but it seems that
Parliament will close without any steps heing
taken in this direetion.

HON., A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[65 am.]: I am compelled to rise at this
carly hour of the morning to protest szainst
the Bill. T ean hope to make but little im-
pressiot upon members, no matter what
arguments T may bring forward npon the
subjeet. Members are exhausted. We ean
see that this is so from the positions they
have taken up in the Chamber.

Hon. E. H. Gray: We are as lively as
crickets.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The hon. member
has done no work to-day. He has gone
slow. Some of us have been here for over
18 hours on end. We have had three con-
Perences with another place, and are not in
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a fit state to legislate, even on small matters,
much less upen a big matter such sa= this.
1 oppose the Bill. No one can accuse me of
having any laek of sympathy for a power
scheme at Collie. I have advocated it ever
since I have been in the State.

Hon. J. Ewing: You are not showing wmeh
sympathy for it now.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This is not a Rill
for a scheme that will be helpful to the
State. My reading of it suggests that it is
what in days gone by was referred to as a
boodling Bill. 1 wish to have vothinr to
do with it.

Hon. J. Ewing. How do you justify that
statement? You eannot do it.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I shall endeavour
to show that it is a boodling Bill. By that
[ mean it is more in the interests of indi-
viduals than of the community., Possibly
I shall be able to show that as I pioceed.
T admit that the position of Amervica and
other industrial centres is largely dne to
power. They place power first. Mr. Mann
has given illustrations of that. In Great
Britain recently a great effort has been made
to obtain power in all direetions on a large
seale, in order that the Mother country
tight compete with other countries with her
manufactures. In Canada I saw immense
power schemes. I have some figures showing
the results of cheap power. The Ontario
Power Company transmits curremt to 143
difierent municipalities. Winnipez has an-
other large scheme. Tis increase in produe-
tion amounts to no less than 1,770 pec cent.
since the scheme was starfed, while the in-
crease in population has benn 446 per cent.
At Calgary, where there is a great Jeal of
power gencrated, there is a steam plant
operated side by side with a water plant.
There they have found that the steam and
the water plants are about equal as regards
the eost of production. They charze two
cents a unit down to three-quarters of a cent
per unit. The transmission is over 52 miles
and the enrrent is being sold at a cheap rate.
A portion of the enrrent is generated from
eoal, because there is not sufficient water
to generate the whole of the current re-
quired. The municipal year book concerning
Caleary shows that the current is generated
as cheaply from eoal as it is from water.
Water nower needs immense and costly
dams which carry a lot of interest. in order
that the water may be supplied all the vear
round. T was reading throngh a paper ves
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terday written by My, C. H. Attwood on
the power resources of Alberta in Canada.
The writer said—

1t should always be kept in mind that under
many circumsiznces power generated from
coalfired steam plunta can suecessfully com-
pete with water power.

Knowing,this, I am in favour of generating
power on & colossal scale. 1 say that be-
eanse the consumption from the East Perth
power louse is already np to 20,000,000
units. If power were developed at Collie
on a colossal scale, current could be trans-
mitted to Perth, and the plant here used as
a distributing station. It will not be many
vears before the East Perth power house
will reach its limit of production. When
that time comes, we will have to go to Collie
to secure power in unlimited quantities. We
should get it from that centre becanse, 1
have been informed, there is a railage charge
of 13s. 6d. on every tonm of coal hauled to
the ¢ity. On the other band we counld trans-
mit emrrent over high tension eables at an
interest cost that would not be anything like
that involved in hauling coal to the metrop-
olis. There is then to Le borne in mind,
too, that the eost of transmission hy cables,
once they are evected, is stationary. I would
go further because, when econsidering this
matter yesterday, I turned wp a letter 1 sent
26 years ago to the late Y.ord Forrest, when
he was Premier. He sent it to the Public
Works Department. I suggested to him
that power should be generated at Collie
and transmitted as far as Boulder so that
the local line that was run in those days
from Kalgoorlie to Boulder, conld he worked
by means of eleetricity. I also snggested
that the line could be tapped at the various
pumping stations of the Coolgardie water
scheme, so as to save haunlage of eoal. That
would have helped towards making the
scheme pavable instead of it becoming a bur-
den on the taxpavers. If that sugeestion
had been adopted, there wounld have been a
saving on account of haulaze of coal and
also in respect of the locomotives that were
used for hanling water., The position to which
I drew attention in those davs, applies
enunlly to-day. I pointed out the following
advantages to be derived from that scheme:

Reqides working the Boulder line, the mains
enud he tapped en route and the power ap-
plied at the nmmping stations of the Cool-
gardie water scheme., Some of the advantages
of this system are— (a) the use of our local

[COUNCIIL.]

eoal; (b) the saving in the hanlage of fuel
to the Boulder railway and the pumping sta-
tions; (¢) the saving of the cost of water in
connection with the railway; (d) the saving
of water for the boilers at the pumping sta-
tiona enabling all water pumped to be sold;
(e) the probable saving in the cost of dupli-
eating the Coolgardic water pipes in the im-
mediate future, by reason of the fact that no
water would be required to be drawn off for
railway and pumping purposes——

1 was wrong in wmy estimafe in thai
respect, for I was too optimistie.

(£) the saving of capital cost on locomo-
tives, the value of electric motors being about
one-seventh of the cost of the locomotives of
equal power; {g) the saving of 50 per cent.
in labour, one man being only necessary to
drive tho clectric motor, whereas the sieam
enging requires two; alse large reduction in
number of cleaners required; (h) the enor-
mous saving in respect to the repairs of loco-
motives; (i} the relief of truecks for haulage
of coal and water will save the Colony large
capital sums for the purpose of additional
trocks; (j) the saving of large capital ex-
penditure on railwany workshops. There are
other advantages, but I need not set them out.

That was what 1 suggested in 1900 and 1
ave been agitating for it ever since. It
eannot be said, therefore, that when I
oppose the Bill fo-day I am prejudiced
against Collie. On the contrary I am well
satisfied that Collie is the one source from
which we can get a supply of electricity in
unlimited quantities. The proposal was
turned down at that time, the reason given
being that it was not then practicable. It
was stated that the engineers considered
that it was impracticable to transmit elee-
tricity at a higher pressure than 3,000
volts. At that very time in Ameriea elec-
trical engineers were transmitting 30,000
volts ! Of course since then it has been
proved that there is no limit to the trans-
mission of eleetricity so lonz as good in-
gulation ean be provided. In Ameriea, ai
Chepawa they are fransmitiing 300,000
volts. The higher the pressure, the less
line area is required and the cheaper are
the cable eosts. I suggest we should take
the bull by the horns and embark upon o
big high tension scheme to supply not only
Perth hut to electrify our railways and to
distribute eurrent throughont the South-
West areas. But it must be a big scheme
if it is to be done cheaply. That cannot be
done with a small sclteme suech as that now
proposed at Collie. T contend, therefore,
that the scheme must be of such maenitude
that it will supply eurrent at less than 1d.
per unit. Tf we eannot supply power at
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such cheap rates, the scheme will be
practically of no use to us. I do not want
it to be thought that I am prejudiced
against Collie.

Hon. J. Ewing: It looks like it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I wish Collie to be
used as & national base for the distribution
of eleetricity on a big seale in the interests
of Waestern Australia. I do not want any
petty parochial scheme to be provided.

Hon. J. Ewing: This is the nucleus of a
big scheme; it is not a parochial matter at
all.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I suggest that we
do not start the nnclei of big schemes in
this way.

Hon. J, Ewing: But this is the nnelens of
a big scheme.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: A small amount like
£230,000 to be spent on the nuelens of 2
big scheme!

Hon. J. Ewing: So it is.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Has the hon. mem-
her any idea at all of the cost of a bhig
clectrical plant? The amount provided for
in the Bill wil]l merely be sufficient to put
in a little miserable footling scheme, but
will not provide for a scheme of the magni-
tude I desire to see established.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The money provided
will only be sulficient to buy a squib plant.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. Hon. members
can appreciate the position regarding this
scheme, with the capital set out and two
little munieipalities having to shoulder the
responsibility, and money to be advanced
under the Tndustries Assistance Aet. Yeb
Mr. FEwing says this is the nucleus of a
hig scheme !

Hon. J. Ewing: I repeat that it is so.

Hon. A. TLOVEKIN: Let the hon. mem-
ber get a bit bigger !

Hon. J. Ewing : You do not know all
about it yourself.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I have endeavoured
to explain the position to the House. Mr.
Ewing bases his advocacy of the Bill on his
statement that Mr. Taylor regards it as =
2ood scheme. The hon. member eannot
rely upon that too mueh. Mr, Taylor has
for many vears been opposed to such opera-
tions at Collie.

Hon. J Ewing: Well, we shall see.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T do not know what
has heppened recently. It is on record on
the files of the House that Mr. Tavlor has
been long opposed fo any operations at
Collie and he has contended that he ecan
produce current cheaper here in Perth by
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hauling eoal from Collie than he could pro-
care it if he transmitted it by eable from
Collie. I oppose this Bill because the
scheme is not big enough. I want Collie to
be used for a national scheme. If the Bill
be passed it will shut up Collie against the
establishment of any such national scheme
of the magnitade it should be. Under the
Bill the trust will have an absolute
menopoly within a radivs of 40 miles of
Collie.

Hon. .I. Cornell: It should be a national
scherne or nothing.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. Faney locking
up in a scheme of this sort the whole of our
available coal fields and giving a monopoly
to a trust composed of two small municipali-
ties, so preventing the establishment of a big
national seheme!

Fon. J. Kwing: You do not understand
it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: 1 understand it very
well.  Another point: Clause 14 provides
how they ave going to get capital for this
scheme. It says the Treasurer may,
under Part 11T, of the Tndustries Assistance
Act, 1915, advance to the trust £110,000 on
the secarity of the debentures of the trust.
Where are Lhe funds under the Industries
Asgistance Act? Session afiter session have
we heen trving to get rid of the Industries
Assistance Aect, and we renew it only from
vear to year. This session, I understand,
there was the usual protest in this House
against the renewal of the Act, and the usual
reply from the Minister. If the Bill is to
he passed we cannot again limit the opera-
tions of the Industries Assistance Aet to
another year, because it will then have to
go on forever, or so long as the advance
made to this frust is ontstanding,

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt will have broken out
in a fresh place.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is so. Where
sre the funds that the Treasurer has to
handle under the Industries Assistance Act?
Not only have the Industries Assistance
Board not n bean in credit, but they have
a big debit. Where is the Treasurer to get
£110,000 under the Industries Assistance
Act? If he is going to borrow it te put into
the Indusiries Asgistance Beoard, he must
raise a lean. Ts he ecoming to Parliament
for authorvity to raise that loan, or is he
going fo raise it withont authority?

Hon. J. Cornell: Out of that No. 2 trust
fund the Chicf Seeretary referred to ves-
terday.
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: The fund shows eash
in hand one million odd, and the uninvested
trust moneys two millions odd, when, as a
matter of fact, I know they have not a bean
and are actually trading on an uverdraft
from the Commonwealth Bank, and are
overdrawn in London to such ,an extent that
a loan flotation must oceur in January next.
Yet, according to the figures puit up here,
there is a cash balanee in hand of £1,400,000
and £2,000,000 trust funds not invested. The
Bill says the Treaswrer may deaw on the
funds under the Industries Assistance Act
for this £11¢,000. He has no authority
from Purliament to advance this money on
debentures if it were available, except so fur
as the Bill may be taken lo give him aun-
thority.

Hon. J. Cornell: And then Clause 13 comes
in as a dragnet provision.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: 1 seec that. It is
supposed that under the Industries Assist-
ance Aect this money can be advanced. ,But
can it be advanced under Part III. of the
Aet? Section 24 of the Act provides that
it shall be lawful for the Treasurer to render
financial assistanee by making advances to
any persons engaged in mining or in any
other industry; and there are two provisos,
one to the effect that it must first be proved
to ihe satisfaclion of the Treasurer that in
the interests of the State such assistance
should be given, whilst the other is that
the Treasurer must be satisfied it is not
practicable for the applicant to obtain
assistance through the ordinary financial
chunnels.

Hon. J. Cornell: Evidently it is not pos-
sible in this instance,

Hon. A, LOVERIN: We¢ have had no
evidence that it is not possible. If the
Government will give me the vights that
this trust are to get under the Bill, T will
find every penny of the maney to be raised
for this scheme and T will pay £25,000 for
the moonepoly rights preseribed here, and
still I will make a very nice little thing out
of it. A monopoly over a 40 miles radius
around eur ouly possible coalfields from
whieh to obisin power, what is that worth?
Just consider it.  However, 1 submit the
Treasurer ¢annot advance under this Aet he-
cause it cannot be shown to be impracticable
for the applicant to obtain assistance from
the ordinary finaneial channels. Again, we
must look at the objective of the Industries
Assistance Aet.  For what purpose was it
passed?  Section ¥ shows it. It provides
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that the Colonial Treasurer may, for the
purpose of affording assistance to settlers
affected by drought or other adverse condi-
tions, make advanees, ete. And when we
come {o Part JI1, the clear intention was
that this Aet was fo be used to assist exist-
ing industries that were languishing., It was
never contemplated that the Act should be
uged (o start a new enterprise altugelher
and bring inte being such a seheme as that
proposed by the Bill onder the Industries
Assistance et

Hon. J. Cornell: The Act was inlended to
apiply to industries of substance, not of spee-
ulation.

Hon. 1. B, Brown: If hon. members did
not roll him up he would soon stop.

Hon. A, TLOVEKIN: 1 am eertain that
any hody of financiers would pay money to
the State for a monopoly such as this.

Hon. B. F. Harris: 1f you ecall for
tenders for it. you will get a pretty pood
price.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: Tt practieally means
that only these two loeal bodies ean use the
conlfields for a scheme for the generation
of electricity. The trust will have a monopoly
over a radins of 40 miles. No one else could
put ap a pole or a line over the area even
if they eould huy a hloeck of land and put
up a plant. The only person who can do
that is the Commissioner of Railways and
then omly for a specifie purpose, and he
must not sell sixpennvworth of cwrrent
within the area of the monopoly.

Hon. J. R. Brown: They have been
negotiating for power in Kalgoorlie for a
long time.

Hon, B. H, Harrie- 1f the Bill is passed
the plant may not be erected for 30 years.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is so. No
time limit has heern imposed.

Hon, J. R. Brown: Why worry about it?

Hon. A, LOVERTN: The “West Aus-
tralian” of vesterday morning raised a point
which in itself ought to ensure that the Bill
be held over for further consideration.

The article said—

It is kaown, however, that Mr. Tayler, the
Government’s chief adviser on electrieal mat-
ters, has expressed a preference for the 40-
cycle system, which is the system operating at
the central power station at East Perth, being
installed at Collie. Not, be it said, becaunse the
standard 50-¢ycle system in operation every-
where else in Australia would he lYess eco-
nomical, but because the Collie system may
ultimately be livked up with the Perth station.
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I woutd point out that motors, eooking
utensils, and such like things ave made by
massed production in Ameriea @nd else-
where to the standard of 50 cycles. Oune
ean bay 50-evele motors of one-sixth or one-
eighth horse-power for £3 5s. Gd. each, but
when it comes lo & question of huying 40-
eyele motors, one has to pay £31 10s. each,
heeause they have to be specially wounnd.
As the “West Austealian” properly pointed
out, we are going to perpetuate the 40-cyele
svstem for the reason that we have already
installed it.  For all time, therefore, the
people of the Siate will be penalised. The
more eleeirie current ihey use, the more they
will be penalised when they eome to pur-
chase their eleetrie appliances. This is a
matter whieh ought to he econsidered and
ought not to he rushed through at an hour
sueh as this. It is steted that 63 per cent.
of the current will be taken by the coal ecom-
panies. I preswne that the other 37 per
cent. is to be taken by the general publie.
T ask members what the price of current will
be. Obvionsly the eonal eompanies will not
mind what the price is, for the higher it is
the better it will be for them.

Hon. J. Ewing: T do not see that.

Hon. A, LOVEXIN: And it will be all
the worse for the general publie

Hon. J. Ewing: Certainly not.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Does not the hon.
member see that the coal companies will be
selling their conl to the trust and that they
mnst receive any price they ask from the
trust for their roal. They will not eare two-
pence how much they pay for the current,
but however exiortionate the price may be,
the 37 per cent. of current will be consnmed
by the publie, who will have to foot the hill.

Hon. J. Ewing: You are quite wrong.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: These eoal com-
panies are not going inio this scheme and
taking 63 per cent. of the current without
getting some advantage out of it. The great
advantage will be the enormous discount on
their current bill. Whutever charge the trust
may make for the enrrent, the eompanies
will raise the price of their coal to meet it.
That is a mattee whicli requires looking into
hefore we pass the Bill, and before we plaee
the farmers and the settlers in the district
at the merey of these charges practically for
all time, in order that we may let in the cosl
eompanies to take whal amounts to a control
of the trust.

ITon. J. Ewing: Did you eall them sharks?
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Hou. A, LOVEKIX: 1 did not say that
they were sharks. T said we were letting in
the coal companies to take eontrol of the
trust.

Hon. J. Ewing: They have no control.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: They are taking 63
per cent. of the corrent.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Thev could get other
curvent if they so desired.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: People who take 63
per cenl, of the ontpur must have control.

Hon. J. R. Brewn: They could get their
current where they liked.

Hon. W. I. Mann: The people will be
getting their curvent for 2d. a unit instead
of a shilling.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN . | gonarantee that the
people will not get their emrvent at 2d. a
unit, or anything like it, seeing that the eoal
companies will supply ihe coal and will be
the best eustoniers of the scheme.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Have the people
down there becu consulied?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: 1 do not know,
It would bhe a sorry day for the settiers and
farmers in those distriets once they have
allowed the scheme to come into heing. Tt
will be a monopoly in fhe hands of the large
customers, those who supply the foel. In
the light of these thinos, are we at this stage
of the session, when niany members are half
agleep and cannot listen to any argument
I may put ap, justificd in passing the Bill?

Hon. J. R. Brown: That is no argument
against it,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Are we justified in
passing the Bi'l and saddling the people of
the State for all {ime with it9

Hon. J. Ewing: You are talking the Bill
out; that is what you are doing,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I am almost asleep
myself. My one anxiety is that whatever
is done at Collie should be done on a
national basis. We ought not to begin on
a footling little scheme like this, whieh
savours of monopoly and also of being a
boodling scheme. If we want money for
a big eleetrical schieme, it ean easily be
obtained. There is plenty of money for
snch schemes. We need ouly say to finan-
ciers in London or anywhere else that we
want a million er two millions {o put up a
big generating plant at Collie to supply
the country around, and also Perth—he-
canse I am sure that power could be gener-
ated at Collic much more cheaply than al’
East Perth—and the money will be avail-
able. Moreover it will be available
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on less disadvantageous terms than the
money required for the scheme nnder the
Bill, which proposes nothing but a monopoly
over the country within 40 miles of Collie
practically for all time. 1In the eirenm-
stances I am sorry to say that T must
oppose the measure, and if necessary I shall
divide the House upon it.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) {542 a.m.]: Mr.
Lovekin, in his opening remarks, described
this 85 o boodling Bill. Less than three
minutes afterwards he said the scheme was
a squib scheme. He ended up by saying it
was o miserable scheme. I ask the hoin.
metnber, who are the boodlers? Are the
municipal council of Bunbury buodlers?
Or are the municipal council of Collie
boodlers? And if they are boodlers, as
has been insinuated, are the ratepayers aiul
property owners of Collie

and  Dunbury
buodlers ¢
Hon. A. Lovekin: I said nothing about
them.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 do not

know what the hon. member’s objeet  was,
rut the effeet of his remarks would be to
ect it into eirealation that this was a bead-
ling Bill.

Hon. A. Lovekin: So it is.

Hon. J. Ewing : %Lat is a seandaloas
statement. .

The CHIEF SECRUET.ARY: The logical
eonclusion from Mr. Lovekin’s statements
is that the mayor and couneillors of Collie
and the mayor and couneillors of Bunbury
ave boadlers.

Hon. A. Lovekin: T did not suggest that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member said it.

Hon. A. Lovakin: [ expluined what [
meant by hoodling.

The CHIEFR SECRETARY : The hon.
member referred to the Tndustries Assist-
ance Act. That Act was brought into ex-
is'enee for the purpeag of assisting farmers
during periods of drought. The hon. niem-
ber knows pretty well that that is dome
under Part II. of the Aet, which is admin-
istered hy the Industries Assistance Board.
Bat, at the same time, there is Part TI1.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I cquoted it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Paxi III
deals with the mining industry and other
industries.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the Minister will
not dispute lhat nothing like this was ever
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put before Parliament or the public pre-
viously.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Ever since
the passing of the Act various Governments
have given assistance under Part TII. in
order to help jam faetories——

Hon. A. Lovekin: To help existing indns-
tries, not to start new industries.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: New indus-
tries have been assisted under that Aect.

Hon. J. Cornell: Can the Minister name
one of those new industries?

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
hon. members to allow the Minister to reply.
When other members are speaking the Min-
ister usnally keeps silent, and I would ask
hon. members to extend the same courtesy
to him,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I repeat
that new industries have been assisted.

Hon. 1. H. Harris: Which new indus-
tries?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1 refer the
hon. member to the public aceounts, T could
supply numerous instances if I had time fo
look them up. Undoubtedly money has been
advanced by the Government from time to
time to assist various industries. Consider-
ably more money was advanced by the pre-
vious Government than by the preseni Gov-
ernment. Tt has been said that the Aet can
he repealed at any time. If it is repealed,
all agreements made under it will be pre-
served, if necessary for a hundred years
after the repeal. Surely Mr. Lovekin knows
that.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That means that the
Act is to exist for a hundred years.

The CHIEF¥ SECRETARY: According
to the bon. member, Parliament has been
trying for years to get rid of that Act and
if we pass this Bill the Act will go on for
ever. The hon. member must have a very
poor appreciation of the intelligence of the
Chamber if he expects such an assertion to
be swallowad here. There is legal aunthority
under the Indnstries Assistance Act for the
Treasnrer, without approaching Parliament,
to assist industries; and that has bheen done.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Where is the money?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Only last
night the hon. member quoted from the
financial returns to show that the Govern-
ment had in hand on the 1st July this year
a sum of £1,500,000.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: That is all a tavra-
diddle.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Has it all
gone since the 1st July? Before this Bill
will be anything more than waste paper,
there must be an endorsement of the scheme
by the property owners of Bunbury and the
property owners of Collie, under the Muni-
¢ipal Corporations Aect. The hon. member
knows that.

Hon. J. Cornell:
aftair,

The CHTEF SECRETARY: It has been
asserted that the mines will get control of
the trust. The hon. member did not, how-
ever, show exactly how Lhey were to do so.
Before the trust is formed, no doobt the
municipalities of Collie and Bunbury will
enter into some agreement with the mining
companies—a  satisfactory agreemeni—as
otherwise they would not drecam of launch-
ing the undertaking. Those councils would
preserve themselves from any monupolistic
leanings on the part of the mining com-
panies. Surely these munieipalities van be
trusted to carry on their own business. Why
should we dictate to them? We pass the
Bill which provides the necessary machin-
ery, and it is sngeested that therefore we
should dictate to them what they are to do.
Surely the people of Collie and Banbury
know exaetly what is fo their own inlerest,
and know how to proceed in this natter.
Surely they know how to safeguard their
own welfare. 1 cannot think that they re-
quire assistance or advice either from Mr.
Lovekin or from anyone else.

Hon. J. Cornell: Buf the Minister will
acknowledge that many people know not
what they do.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
second reading debate it was nsserted that
this scheme represented a monopoly and
would later on prevent the transmission of
power from Collie to Perth. The richts of
the trust, however, extend only within a
radius of 40 wmiles of Collie.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is all!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The trust
will have no power to extend to Perth, nor
will they have any power to interfere with
any other scheme that might be adopted for
the purpose of transmitting eurrent to the
Citv of Perth.

Hon, A. TLovekin: Execept the Commis-
sioner of Railways, I said.

Ii is a sort of love
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The CINEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member did not make the assertion to whieh
I refer, An inquiry was made ns to the
sinking fund. The sinking fund is provided
for under the Municipal Corporations Ael,
which applies to this scheme. That is not
to be dispnted. Section 453 of the Act
reads—

When any municipality has incurred a loan
under the provisions of this Aect, a sinking
fund shall be formed to liquidate the same in
manner following:—The council shall, in every
year after the issue of debentures for such
loan, cavse a sum (being such percemtage of
the prineipal sum secured by suzh delentures
ns is named therein, vot being at any time
less than £2 per centum of such prineipal sum}
to be invested by the Colonial Treasurer ia in-
seribed steek or other Govermnent aecurities
of the State, in the joint names of the Colonial
Treasurer and the municipality.

Hon. A. Lovekin: [ did not say anything
about a sinking fund.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not re-
ferring to the hon. member at all. The sink-
ing fund provisions have heen modified by
the Bill, secing that there is to be no eontri-
bution to the sinking fund uniil ofter the
expiration of two years. Another question
asked was reapecting the interest rate to be
charged. The intevest is provided for under
Part I1T. of the Industries Assistanee Act.
The sole reason for the reference to that
measure in the Bill is to provide approved
machinery.

Hon. J. Cornell: But vou propose to take
debentures?

The CHIETF SECRETARY: Subsection 2
of Section 24 rends:—

Advances under this seetion ghall be repay-
able at such times or Ly such instalments as
the Clolonial Treasurer may determine, with
interest at a rate to be fixed by the Colonmial
Treasurer, but not less than six per cent. per
annum, and such interest shall be ealeulated
on the daily balance.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Bill proposes that
debentures shall be accepted for the money
advanced by the Government, so that there
will be no interest charge.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will be 6
per eent. under the provisions of the Indus-
tries Assistance Act. One hon. member wished
to know if the mouey could be borrowed un-
der the one per cent, scheme. It cannot be
borrowed under that scheme, beeause that
applies only to money horrowed in connection
with work having some hearing on migration.
That work must also he approved by the
Migration Comniission, who would not find
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money for the Government in order that they
might lend it to munieipalities!

Hon. A, Lovekin: Anyhow, 6 per cent.
will be less than your average cost of inter-
est.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: Referunces
were made to Mre. Taylor. My, Lovekin poses
as ap anthority in conneetion with electricity.

Hon. A. Louvekin: No, nothing af the
sort.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is what the hon.
wmember would lead the Flouse to helieve.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I got into
touch with My. Taylor through my elerk, and
he assures me that the amount provided for
in the Bill is more than enough to earry out
the work that is eontemplated.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Yes, a footling scheme!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Taylor
wanted to be on the safe side. In conjunction
witk Mr. Williamson, he investizuted the
matter, and they are satisfied, withont any
doubt whatever, that the work can be earried
out for the amount stated. TWhat is the
opposition to the Bill?

Hon. A. Lovekin: What kilowatt plant
will you get for that amount?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
our eoncern.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Yes, it is.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Competent
men have gone into the question, and the
municipalities will have to approve of the
scheme.

Hon. 1&. H. Harris: The confidence to be
imposed in such matters was exemplified at
Kalgoortic, where a scheme for an eleetrie
plant was proposed, but the Government
withdrew it after it bad been punetured by
the eleetrieity committee!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We must
leave these matters to those most concerned.
They are not hoodling municipnlities.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 13
Noes .. .. .. 9
Majority for 4
ATYES.
Han. . F. Baxter Hoo. J. W. Hickey
Hon. I. R. Brown Hon. W. H. Kltson
Hon. A. Barvil] Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. G. Potter
Houn. J, Bwing Hon. F., Rose
Han. E. H. Gray Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. W. T. Glashesn {Teller)

[COUNCIL.]

NoEs.
Hop. J. Cornell Hon. A. Lovekin
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. Nicholson
Hoa. E. H. Harris Hon. H. A. 8taphenson
Hon. G. A. Eempton How. J, M. Mocforlane

Hon. 5ir W. Lathiain (Teiler.)
Question thus passed.

Bill rend a second time.

{n Commitice.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—The Trust:

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: It has been
suggested thui sooner or later Western Aus-
tralia will have to electrify the metropolitan
railway sysiem. If that is to be done we
eannot nnder existing cirenmstances, obtain
power without hauling the coal to East Perth.
1f a monopoly were granted to cover a
radins of 40 miles from the pit’s mouth at
Cullie, the combine would have the power
to prevent us from bringing eurrent from
Collic acruss that 40 miles and on to Perth.

& o'clock a.m.

The CH1EF SECRETARY: No. This
trugt would have uno such power. 1t has
mly power to sapply current within that
radius of 4 miles.

Hou, E. TL Harris: And current can be
conveved over that territory?

The CHIEY SECRETARY : Certainly. 1f
it were neeessary to bring current from
Colliv o Terth it conld be done, so long as
the current was not distributed within the
H) miles radiug.

Hon, (i, W_ MILES: This is one of the
point= I raised on the <econd veading. [
think we aye giving this trust too mueh
power in allowing them to have a monopoly
over (hat 40 miles radius. Tf this scheme
be broughl about, the Government should
reserve the right to distribute current all
along the line. The clanse onght to be
amended in that dirveetion.

Hon, M. A, STEPHENSON:
with the last speaker. It is too much of a
monopoly to give. It will continue for at
least D0 vears, and I hope that long before
that period las elapsed we shall have a
national seheme for electrifying the railways
and lighting Perth and all the internediate
stations and towns. It is a great mistake
to give this monopoly and so prevent any

I agres
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greater schemne from heing carried out on a
proper basis. 1 move an amendment—

That the following further proviso be added:
‘“Provided further that nothing hercin con-
tained shall prevent any corporate body cstab-
lishing and carrying on within guel distriet a
generating power plant with all buildings, ma-
chinery, and equipment idecmed esgential, with
power to ereet and maintain in and throwgh
such district, poles, clectric wires, mains,
transformers, cut-outs, fixtures, fittings, plant,
and appliances for the conveyance or trans-
mission and supply of electric power or current
to places beyond such distriet; but so that no
such corporate body shall supply eleetric
eurrent or power within said district unless
with the consent in writing of the said mumi-
vipalities.’’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill
gives power to the muuicipalities of Colie
and Bunbury to ereet this plant and distri-
buie the enrrent. Now it is suggested that
under the same Bill we should allow anyone
clse to come in atter the trust has gone to
the expense of providing an up-to-date
plani, The situation is fully safeguarded
in Clause 25, under which the Commissioner
of Railways can do anything he likes, ex-
cept distribute ewrent within the 40-mile
radins.

Ammendment put und negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to B—agreed to.

Clause 9—Appointment of Chairman of
Truast:

Hon. G. W. MILES: The point I raised
about the Chairman having a casting as well
as & deliberative vote should eome in here,
I move an amendment—

That at the end of Subclause 1 the follow-
ing be added:—‘‘who shall have a casting as
well as a deliberative vote.”’

Hon. W, H. K1TSOX': Mr. Miles has over-
logked the fact that theve are five members
of the trnst and therefore five votes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What if one of the
members was absent?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Then therc would
he three votes, apart from the chairman.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Tlhere would be four
votes, and what would happen if the voting
were equal?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: If the chairman
were to give a easting, as well as a delihera-
tive vote, it would mean six votes for the
trust as a whale.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: TIf there
were only four present and the acting ehair-

3157

wan was in the Chair, he would have twu
votes,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: [ have never known
the acting chairman of an organisation to
be piven two votes, while the chairman had
not a casting vote.

ton. G, W. MILES: 1f the chaivman was
present and one member was absent, there
would be equal voting. The chairman is
ecrtainly entitled {o a casting vote.

Amwendment put and passed; the clause,
Az amended, agreed to.

“Clanses 10, 11, 12—agreed to.

Clause 13—The municipalitics may raise
£110,000 and advance the same in exchange
for trust debentures:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Can the Chief Sec-
vatary say where the municipalities hope to
raise the money? Are they going to roise it
in the market, oy will the Government find
it if they eapnot get it from a bank? The
Industries Assistanee Act states that the
Treasurey may vender aossistance if' the
money eannot be raised in the usual finaneial
vhannels. 1f it cannot be roised in the usunal
firancial c¢hannels, will the Governmnent find
the munieipalities’ proportion?

Thu Chief Seerctary: T do not think so.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 14—Advance by Treasurer:

Hen, G W, MILES: Every session for
vears we have continued the operation of the
Industries Assistance Aef, and the present
Gtovernment have indieated that they want
the Act to be terminated. If we agree to
this clause the Aet will continue for all time,
The Government ean find the money in snme
othcr way. I hope the elause will be de.
leted.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: This pro-
vision will not effeet the life of the Indus-
Iries Assislunce Aet. All agreements made
under the Act in vespeet of advaness wil
eontinue and will not he affected by the
terminalion of the Aet. The repeal >f an
Aet daes not ¢ feel any agreement made
under it

Hon. G. \W. MILES: When the Aet is
repealed is it proposed by the Government
to start a State bank and to transfer the
moneys that have been advanced under tha
Tndustries Assistance Aet to the bank?
The Government must have some scheme
in view when the Act is strueck off the
statute-book. Why eannot the Government
issne debentnres to meet the case?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : Probably
. the advances will be placed under the Agri-
cultural Bank. All agreements which have
existed previously will still remain, until
cancelled by some other agreements.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: If the Chief Seecre-
tary is going to carry on agreements for
all time that have been made under the
Industries Assistance Act, this will amount
to carrying on the Aect itself. Tt is the
game thing,

Hon. H. A, STEPHENSON: Is it not a
fact that all the clients of the Industries
Assistance Act have been taken over by
the Industries Assistance Board, and that
{or some time past the Aet has not been
funetioning ?

The Chief Secretary: The Industries
Assistance Aet is still functioning. It is in
Full life and vigour.

Hon. G. W. MILES: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following words be struck out:—

“Under and subject to Part III. of the In.
dustries Assistomee Act, 1915,7?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN : The Industries
Assistance Act provides for the repayment
in moieties, If these words are struck ouf,
we shall have to put something in stating
the terms on which the money is to be re-
paid.

The Chief Secretary: If the amendment
were carried, we should be deprived of the
whole of the machinery dealing with these
advances.

Hon. G. W, MILES: T cannot see why the
Treasurer, in making advances and accept-
ing debentores, could not limit the terms
of the debentures and take a mortgage over
the assets of the trust. If the amendment
were carried, it would not interfere with
the Bill

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If it were
possible to adjourn wuntil to-morrow and
eonsult the Solicitor General I would do so,
but T am trying to get the Bill through as
it stands. I do mot know what the effect
of the amendment would be.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That shows that we
should not go on with the Bill.

Amendment put, and & division taken

with the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

Majority against

ol Be

[COUNCIL.}

AYES,
Hoo. V. Hamersley Hon. G. W. Miles
Hen. E. H. Harrh Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. G A. Eempton Hon H A. Stephenson
Hen. A. Lovekin Hon. 8ir W. Lathlain
{Teller.)
NoIs.
Hon. O, P. Baxter Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hoo. J. B. Brown Hon. W, H Eitsgn
Hon, A. Burvlll Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. J. M. Drew Hoo. G. Polter
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. E. BRose
(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clanses 15, 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Powers of trust:

Hon. G. W. MILES: Subclause 2 gives
the trust too muneh power. How is a
national water snpply ever to be established
if the trust are given full rights over the
Collie river and the Minningup pool? The
snbelanse should be either amended or
struek ont. Water, I understand, is a main
requisite in generating eleetricity. Let us
adjourn consideration of the clause. There
is no use in rushing the Bill. Presently we
may see the Government going cap in hand
to this trast.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 9
Noes .. - .. .. 10
Majority against 1
AYES,
Hon. J. R. B Hon. W, H. Kitson
Hon, A. Burvill Hon W. J. Maon
Hon, J. M. me Hon. B. Rose
Hon. E. H. Gra Hon. J, Ewing
Hon. J. W, lekey {Teller.}
Noes,
How! C. ¥. Baxter Houn. J. Nicholson
Hon, V. Hamernloy Hoo. H. A 8tephenson
Hon. E, Hearrls Hon. H. F. Yelland
Hon. 8fr ‘W, Lathlaln Hon., . A. Eempton
Hon. A, Lovekin (Teller.)
Hon. G. 'W. Miles

Clause thns negatived.
Clanse 20—Supply of current to mines:

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON : Does the
clause inclnde mining companies in the

- Collie distriet only, or also mining com-

paniezs within the 40-mile radius? A coal
field is being proved now. Wounld mining
companies on that field be incladed

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.
distriet is defined by Claunse 3.

Claose pat and passed.
Clauses 21 to 24—agreed to.

The
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Clauge 25—Saving:

Hon. G. W. MILES: I raove an amend-
ment—

That the following words be struck out:—
‘‘but the Commissioner of Railways shall not
supply electricity within the distriet except
for railway or other Government purposes, or
to the trust.’’

My object is that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, in the event of a national scheme be-
ing iraugurated, shall have the right to sup-
ply enrrent along the railways. ’

Hon. W. H. Kitzan: Yon want to have
competition between two publie bodies!

Hon. G. W, MILLES: T am informed that
what I have staled is coriect. The Govern-
ment should have that power. All I want
to safeguard is that when a national scheme
is inangurated, it will not be hampered by
this smaller undertaking. I do not wish to
deprive Collie or Bunbury of their rights,
but the Commissioner should have the right
to supply eurrent from his mains.

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: If Mr. Miles de-
sires to set ont to desiroy the Bill, his
amendment will enable him to achieve his
object. 1 cannot understand Mr, Stephen-
son. I do not think he could be indnced to
invest one penny in such a scheme if eom-
petition were to be asilowed to come in. I
do not think the ratepayers of Bunbury or
Collie would agree to the local authorities
borrowing the necessary money if the amend-
ment were agreed to. In faet, the Govern-
ment would be wrong in contributing to
such an undertaking if competition were to
be allowed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Baxter
is right. What do hon. members, who are
opposed to the measure, want? If the
municipalities are to establish the seheme, do
they wish the Government to come along and
start another State trading econcern?

Hon. G. W. MILES: T contend that we
who are opposing some of the clauses are
protecting the interesis of the Siate, and
that is not what the Government are en-
deavouring to do under the Bill. We are
told that the scheme iz to be part of one of
Inrger operations that will come later on,
and that when that dayv comes this scheme
will be absorbed in the larger one. If that
is so, why object to the amendment? Tt
would anpear as thongh the Government
were & Bunbury-Collte Government and not
a Western Australian Government.

Amendment put and negatived.
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Clause pul and passed.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Pecommitial,

On motion by the Chief Sceretary, Bill
recommitied for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clavses 17 and 20. Hon. J. Cornell
in the Chair; the Chief Seeretary in chavge
of the Bill.

(lause 17—Powers of :he trust:

The CHIEF SECRETARY : [ move—

That Clause 17 bhe reingerted.

This clanse is the most vital one in the Bill.

. Tf it be deleted, the Bill is defeated.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you prepared to
omit Subeclanse 2%

The CHIET SECRETARY: If the trust
is not able to impound waters in the Min-
ningap Pool, it will be impossible for them
to erect the gencrating plant at Collie. Tt
is needless to prolong the argument,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

That Subelause 2 be struck out.

If that is agreed to it will enable the trust
to erect the electric generating plant, trans-
mission eables and lines. to acquire all land
and machinery plant, and so on, as is neces-
sary, and to earry on business as suppliers
of electricity. That will exclude from their
powers the impounding, diverting or taking
of the water of the Collie River and the
Minningup Pool.

Hon. B. H. Gray: That will kill the Bill!

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Where would the trast
get their water?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The trust will be
able to use that waler while it is there. But
it mast be wrong to give the trust a mon-
opoly of that water against everybody else
for all time,

Hon. J. Nieholson: Suppose the Railway
Commissioner wanted water, what eould he
do?%

Hon. A. LOVERIN: He could not get it
under this. A tremendous lot of water will
be wanted for the generators. In fact, the
last scheme was that the water should be
pumped back, so that it might be kept run-
ning to cool the machinery. It is scandalons
to give all this water to one small trust.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I am afraid some
members do not quite realise the position.
The works are to be placed alongside the

1 move an amend-
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Minningup Pool. 1 am informed that in
the Collie River there is available for the
scheme five times as much water as therve is
in Perth. There will be ample water in the
Collie River for two or three snch schemes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Well, why give the
trust the whole of it? )

Hon. J. BEWING: 1 cannot undersiand
the attack made on the Bill by Mr. Lovekin.
He told us he is entirely in favour of elec-
trieity for the South-Weet. I say without
fear of contradiction that this is the nueleus
of a big national scheme, There his been
a good deal of talk about monopoly. 1 can
see no monopoly about the scheme. Two
members of the trust will represent Collie
and Bunbury, and the other members will
be appointed by the Government. And they
will be appointed for only three years. So
how can there be a monopoly? TIf this
clanse be not reinstated, the Bill will he lost.
There is in the Collie River plenty of water,
apart from the Minningnp Pool. Tt iz idle
for Mr. Lovekin to try to destroy the Bill.
Tt is all very well for him to say he has
always wanted to see an eclectricily scheme
at Collie. His attitude towards the Bill is
nol to his credit. The basis of the Bill is
that the scheme iz the nuclens of a big
national scheme. s

Hon. G. W. MILES: When the vole was
taken that deleted the clause, 1 think the
Committee were under the impression that
it was to delete only Subclause 2. They do
not wanl to deprive the trust of the rights
given in Subclause 1. Mr. Ewing tells us
this is to be the nucleus of a big national
scheme. Tf that is so, the Bill ought to have
gone out on the second reading. If this is
the nucleus of u big national scheme, it is
going to give to Collie and Bunbury for all
time the right to supply all the power in
return for their putting up that. £60,000.
We are getling at the thing now: Tt is &
monopoly for Collie and Bunburv. Mr.
Ewing told us it is going to be & monopoly
for all time for Collie and Bunbury.

Hon. E. Rose: No, he did not sav that.

Hon. G. W, MILES: T say ke 4'd; in-
divectly, at all events. He said this was the
nuclens of a big nationn! scheme and that
Lhe plans were already drawn out. It means
that Collie and Bunbury are geing o own
half the scheme for all time. The Govern-
ment are not looking after the interests- of
the whole of the State if what Mr. Bwing

[COUNCIL.]

said is correct, and if they allow thiz thing
to go through.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member has not put a eorrect construction
on Mr. Ewing's remarks. Mr. Ewicg did
say that this is the nuclens of a big national
scheme, to demonstrate the possibilities of
sueh a schenmie. As for ifs being a monopoly,
under Clause 2 no one but the Commissioner
of Railways can have a monopoly, and then
if he operates in the distriet it shall bhe only
for railways or some similar purpose. The
Commissioner will be able to transmit enr-
rent to Perth,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Can he take the
water?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: TUnder

Clause 25 the Commissioner of Railways has

‘unlimited power within the trust's avea, ex-

ecept for the supplving of eurrent within
that area.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is nothing about
water. He must have that water.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He has full
power under the Public Works Act of 1914.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Notwithstanding
what the Minister says, my interpretation of
this is that we arve giving the trust power
to handle the whole of that water, and are
not providing for the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to touch it. He must go e¢ap in hand
to the trust. Subelause 2 ean he ddeted,
and the Government ean have an agroement
with the trust, under which the trust will
be allowed the use of the water. Then the
(Gtoverument, if they wete to come in with
a bigger scheme, would have their water
rights. But we are asked to give away the
whole of the water of the Collie River.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Only a pool.

Hon, G. W, MILES: Tt is the water of the
river and the Minningup pool. Where is the
other water sopply Mr. Ewing spoke of?
There is no other. The clause would give the
trust a monopoly over the whole of the water,

Hon. J. Ewing: It is only power to take
water for this purpose.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The right to use the
water should be given under an agreement.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The trust wounld
have power fo acqnire land and divert the
water of the river. The Minister said that o
private or Gorernment concern wonld have
all such powers and facilities if it desired fo

‘erect a station and transmit the currvent to

Perth. Yet the trust wonld have a monopoly
of the water if they cared to divert it.
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Mr. liwing has made
a statement about water supply. 1 now re-
mind him of the seleet commiltee on the
clectricity supply, of which committee he was
a member. The manager of the eleciricity
supply, Mr. Taylor, gave evidenee that laid
stress on the water supply and still more
stress upon what should be done at Collie. I
have not had time to read the whole of the
evidence, but T will read a couple of para-
araphs for Mr. Ewing’s information. In re-
ply to question No. 1870 Mr. Taylor said—

T am not averse to transmission from Collie;
indeed I would be in favour of it; but u power
station at Collie with a tranamission line to
Terth would cost over a million and a half of
money. We could not have fewer than two
turbiines nt Collie. They must bhe 15,000 kwi,
sets, The scheme I have in mind, which in-
cludes two 15,000 kwt. sets, a transmission line
to Perth, a new power station at Collie, with
a terminal station at Collie, with a terminal
station ai Perth, involves an expenditure of
£1,550,000, including the present eapital.

Tn reply to Question No. 1878 he said—

In putting n power station at Collie it
would largely depend on the foundations ob-
taninable for heavy plant and the quantity of
water which couldl be conserved for circulat-
ing. It would he necessary to provide for a
station with an ultimate capacity of 100,000
kilowatts. If it was anything less than that
it would not pay to transmit. It would be
nceessary to provide for an ultimate cireulation
of gix million gallons per hour.

Hon. J. Ewing: The water is there.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I believe Mr. Taylor
also stated that there was not sufficient water
otherwise, but a way to provide it would be to
pump it back and pass it through aerators
50 that it would cool hefore being again
used for turbines. Mr. Ewing says there is
plenty of water; yet Mr. Taylor said water
was one of the troubles. The hon. member
should have known it was one of the diffienl-
ties of the Collie scheme, but he proposes to
give a moncepoly of water for all time to
this little trust.

Hon. J. EWING:
know that that evidence does not apply.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you, think the evi-
denee is not corract?

Hon. J. EWING: It is correct. T cannot
nnderstand the opposition of hon. members.
Tt seems to me to have been worked up and
it is nnjust. I asked several questions of Mr.
Taylor and he answered as Mr. Lovekin has
mentioned. At that time no survey had been
made of the Collie water. The Mitchell Gov-
ernment had surveys made and it was found
that what Mr. Taylor had said was incor-

My, Lovekin should *
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rect. There is enough water in the Minnin-
gup pool, without requiring a dam, to serve
the whole of the electrical requirements of the
State. The hon. member knows  that investi-
gations had not been wade at the time Mr.
Taylor gave his evidence. I object fo being
misrepresented by the hon. member. He seems
to be determined to defeat the Bill. Two
members who voted for the second reading
have for some unexplained reason been in-
duced to vote for the deletion of a most neces-
sary clanse of the Bill., They will now have an
opporfunity to rectify their mistake and I
hope they will do so. "When Mr. Lovekin
quotes me he should guote me correctly. He
is not going to dominate me.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Alr. Ewing is adopt-
ing a wrong attitude when he snggests that
we are here to wreck the Bill. We are here
to proteet the State.

Hon. J. Ewing: 1 will withdraw that ex-
pression as regards youn, because you voted
for the segond reading.

Hon. G. \W. MILES: [f the Government
will not protect the interests of the State it is
our duty to do so. I am in favour of the
other three subelauses being re-inserted in the
Bill, but I desive some modification of
Subclanse 2. If the subelause were deleted
the Government could make an agreement
to give the trust all the water required.
I want to protect the Government so that
when the bigger seheme comes along they
will not have to go cap in hond to the trust.
No one desires to wreek the Bill, although
we do take exception to rushing it throngh
after a sitting of 20 hours. It is the duty
of the Minister either to agree to the dele-
tion of Subclause %, or to postpone the mat-
ter so that an amncendment may be framed
that will properly protect the interests of
the State.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I
strongly object to the remarks of Mr. Ewing
when he says that members are taking up a
position whieh sugeesis concerted action, I
repudiate such a statement,

The CHATRMAN: I think the hour of
the morning is rvesponsible for that.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: I
agree with Jr, Miles. The (Government have
no right to give away the river either to the
people of Colliz or of Bunbury. If the
course of the river is diverted, this may have
a big influenee upon other parts of the dis-
trict. I shall support the deletion of the
snbelause. I kpnow the work of the trust
would be nullifierl if the whole clause were
stroek out. The zubelsuse should be drafted
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in a different way, for undoubtedly it gives
to the trust o monopoly over the Collie
River. '

Hon. J. R, Drown:
the pool?

Hon. Sir WILL1AM LATHLAIN: It is
deep enough in which 1o drown the hon.
member. These powers are too great to
give to any trust.

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: 1t is delightful to
hear Sir William Lathlain talking about tak-
ing up the whole of the river It shows how
colossal his ignorance is.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Me. Taylor
does not say so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1t would
cost & million of moncy to divert the Collie
River in the way suggested. It is simply
intended to divert small streams.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Then why net
say so in the Biil?

The CHTEF SECEETARY : It would be
impossible for the trust to imponnd the
whole of the Collie River.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The Collic River
furnishes the water supply in the vicinity of
the township of Collic where the mines are
and where the plant will be erected. All
we ask is tor some modification of the sub-
clause. We want the trusi to be allowed to
take what water is required, not to impound
all the water in the river.

Hon. J. NICTTOLSON: Mr. Ewing has
overlooked one of the main clanses of the
Bill, namely No, 21, He snggests that this
would be the nuclens of seme large Govern-
ment scheme.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not necessarily.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: Then Mr. Ewing
is under a misapprehension in the matter.
The two municipalitics will be the real par-
ties interested.  The whole of the profits
arising from the seheme will be divided into
two parts, Bunbury recciving six-elevenths
and Collie five-elevenths. The Government
will not receive one pennv of the profits.
No doubt memhers voted on Clanse 17 under
the impression that they were deleting Sub-
clanse 2.

What is the size of

[Hon. J. W. Kirwan tnok the Chair.]

Hen. J. R. Brown: That is only an as-
sumption on your parr.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 am not hostile
to the proposal, hmt T think members shounld
look closely into the wording of the sub-
clanse.  In going ahead with the scheme

[COUNCIL.]

the interests of the Govarnment must be safe-
guarded, and this elause does not safeguard
them.

Hon. J. Ewing: Wiil not the Government
representation safeguard them?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Not a little bit.
Subelause 2 of Clanse 17 states that the
trust, not the Clovernmen’, may within the
distriet impound and tuke the water of the
Collie River and the Minningup Pool. That
is a permanent and excinsive right to the
whole of the water within the district as
defined by the Bill, covering a radius of 40
miles from the Collie jown hall. The ordin-
ary meaning of “impound” is to dam up.
The trust will have power to dam up the
Collie River, and thera is no safeguard fo=
the interests of the people whose properties
may be damaged by the process of damming,
Properlies along the river bank may be
seriously injurad, aud the Bill contains wo
provision for compensation in such cases.
1£ an aclion for damages were taken, the
trust could elaim that they Lad dammed the
river under legal authority. They have also
the power to divert the water. The clausw
is most serious, and haz been introdnced
without due thanght; and we are not now
in a position o give it that consideration
which it deserves.  Notwithstanding what
the Chiel Seeretary indicated with regard
to the rights of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways under the Government Eleetric Works
Act, the Commissioner wounld not be safe-
gzuarded when earrying out a scheme of sup-
plying cieetrie power and current for rail-
way and tramwuy purposes, but would have
to make ferms wilh the trnst for the right to
use the water in the Collie River and the
Minningnp Pocl. The Commissioner conld
not carry on the nroduction of electricity un-
less he also had this water power. The Gox-
ernment Fleciric Works Act, though confer-
ring praetically ‘*he same powers as are con-
tained in Snbelauses 1, 3 and 4 of this clause,

* does nof empower the (ommissioner to im-

pound water.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I propose to add an
amendment at the eommencement of Sub-
clause 2 to provide that the trust may,
within the distriet, enter into an agreement
with the Government to deal with the
waters of the Minningup Pool.

The CHATRMAN : I understand that
uiready there is an amendment before the
Chair.

Hon. A, LOVERIN: I have moved an
amendment, but in order to facilitate the
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business of the Committee I will ask leave
to withdraw it.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T understood thai
the Chief Secretary haed moved to restore
the clanse, and 1 do not think it has been
restored. As a matter of faet, it has been
taken out of the Bill.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment sug-
yested by Mr. Mites will be an addition to
the motion by the Chief Secretary, and if
the amendment be agreed to it will form
part of the clause.

Amendment (to strike ont Subelanse 2},
by leave, withdrawu.

Question (to rensert clunse} put and
passed.

Hon, G. W, MILES: T move—

That before *‘impound’’ in line 1 of Sub-
clause 2, the words “‘enter into an agreement
with the Governmeut to'’ be inserted.

The effect of the amendment will be that
the Government will have the right to pro-
tect the interests of the Stute in connection
with the impounding of the waters of the
Collie River.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
ohjection to offer fo the amendment.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I want to see that
a plentiful supply of water is available as
the scheme develops. Mr. Ewing, in his
speeches on the Bill, has relied upon Mr.
Taylor. I have already quoied what Mr.
Taylor said, in answer to Mr. Ewing’s own
questions, when he was examined before
the select committee that dealt with elec-
tricity supply. I have looked up the report
again, and I find that in answer to Ques-
tion 1872 Mx. Taylor said—

I have reported to Mr. Stead—

Mr. Stead was Acting Commissioner of
Railways at the time—

—that if the Government will clectrify the
suburban railways and the main line to Nor-
tham and carry out an extensive policy of
electrification, T will recommend the neeessary
power station.

1f we are not eareful, the trust to be estah-
lished under the Bill will prevent the elea-
trification of the suburban railways and the
Government will be cutting their own
throats. We should see that we are not
giving away rights that will be necessary
in future. The Government are divesting
themselves of the chance to electrify the
railways, without which they must always
he run at a loss,
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Hon. J. R. BROWN: I think it is about
time that this discussion closed.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot reflect upon the House. He
must withdraw the remark.

Hon. J. B. BROWN: I will withdraw.
We are keeping snother place waiting while
we haggle here about nothing. My, Lovekin
says if we do so and so, and so and so, there
will be disaster. Mr. Nicholson says we
must be eareful of this and that. Mr. Miles
says the position will be so and so. The
whole thing is a farea. We are discussing
a little hit of water at Collie and the water
will still be there when the people who are
diseussing it are dead. This business
would not keep the House for five minutes,
if common sense were nsed.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line 1 of Subelause 2, after ‘f take’”

the word ‘“the’’ be struck out and ‘‘sufi-
cient’’ inserted in lieun,

That will mean that with the wearlier
amendment the trost, by agreement with
the Glovernment, will be able to impound,
divert and take sufficient water from the
Collie River for their purposes.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : 1 suggest that
instead of the amendment being moved in
that form, Mr. Miles should alter it so that
it would read that by agreement with ths
Government the trust may irnpound, divert
and take such water as may be agreed to,
or words to that effect. As time goes on
there may be big works constructed, and
the Government should retain their rights
and not give the trust the absolute right to
take sufficient water or anything else. It
should all be subject fo an agreement, and
so long as everything is satisfactery the
Government will not deal unfairly with the
trast.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What is the difference?
They are to enter into an agreement with
the Government to fake sufficient water, or
to take such water as may be agreed upon.
whieh is the same thing.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Well, I will leave it
to the Minister. T think my amendment is
sufficient.

The Chief Secretary: It is sufficient. The
Government will be very careful about the
drafting of the agreement.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Tt will become &

auestion of what is “sufficient water.” The
trust mav say * ‘snfficient water’ is so much,
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and we cannot do with less.” +Sueh water
as may be agreed to” is much better than
“sufficient water,”

Hon. G. W. Miles: Very well.
withdraw my amendwent.

I will

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon, . W. MILES: I move an amend-
ment-—

That at the bheginning of Subclause 2
‘“the’’ he inserted; and after ‘“poel’’ in line
2 the words ‘‘as may be agreed to’’ be in-
serted.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 20—Supply of current ¢ mines:

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The trust may con-
iract with the mining companies. Can the
Minister tell us why the Bill specifies the
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A,, Ltd.?
And why should it be limited to coal mines?
I move an amendment—

That in lines 1 and 2 ‘‘ Amalgamated Col-

tieries of W.A, Ltd. and other coal’’ be struck
ont and ‘‘any’’ inserted in lieu.

Also it will be necessary to strike out the
word “companies” and insert “company” in
lieu.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I suggest that the
hon. member retain the plural. And, why
limit it to “companies”? Why not add
“persons”? I do pot know whether it is
the intention of the trust to confine their
dealings to companics, or whether they
propose to extend them to persons, It
should he an obligation on the trust to
supply electric eurrent to all that want it.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Look at Clanse 19.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That only pro-
vides that the trust shall erect substations
at Colliec and Bunburv to meet the require-
ments of those municipalities. I take it the
municipalities themselves will be the distri-
butors. I think Mr. Harris’s amendment a
good one.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unless some
arrangement is made with these companies,
the whele thing falls to the ground.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But wby limit it to
the Amalgamated Collieries of W.A.9

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think there is any special reason for that.
1 see no ohjection to the amendment.

Hon, J. EWING: The Amalgamated
Collieries of W.A. are mentioned because
they have flve pits, and will have to scrap
a considerable qoantity of machinery. They
are serapping their machinery to assist the

[COUNCIL.]

project, and the trust will bave to make
arrangements to supply current to that
company. [ wish to make it clear that I
have no interest in the Amalgamated Col-
licries, and I hope Mr. Lovekin was not al-
luding to me.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Do not the Amal-
gamated Collieries supply Collie at present?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes.

Hon. J. Nieholson: That is why they are
mentioned?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. Consequently, ar-
rangements will have to be made for the
jrust to supply the Awmnlgamated Collieries
nnder this scheme.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments and the report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—PUBLIC WORES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

dssembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil’s amendments.

Sitting suspended from 7.56 to 2.10 a.m.

BILL—SOUTH-WEST ELECTRIC
POWER.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying lhat it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [9.11 a.m.]: The session has
ecome to an end, and I wisb to say a few
words on behalf of myself and my eolleagne
and other members of the House. We have
mwet continuously on the ordinary sitting
days, and we have sat long hours, almost
right through the session. There have been
changes in the highest offiees in the gift of
the House. After a term of honourable
service, Sir Edward Wittenoom resigned as
President in Angust last, and the distine-
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tion of lilling ihe oflice was conferred upon
vou, Sir. [am only echoing the sentiments of
every member when I say those fine qualities
that marked your ocecupancy of ilhe office
of " Chairman of Cummittees have naceom-
punied you in the exercise of the more re-
snensible funetions with whieh yon have
<singe boen entrusted. Younr ability has long
heen recognised, but what we most esteem
are your kindly manner, your strict impar-
tinlity and your supreme desire to be lelp-
ful and considerate to members, whilst at
the same time upholding the dignity of the
Hover. Mre. Coruell, as Chairman of Com-
mittees; has realised all my expectations.
His long experience in this Chamber las
Leen reflected in his work. Mr. Cornell has
mwvariably given great assistance to mem-
bers, and he has contributed to the despateh
ol business by bis mastery of intrieate duties.
like you, Sir, he is noted for his fairness.
The Clerk of the Council and the Clerk As-
sistant, in their respective capacitie:, have
heen ready at all time to co-operate with me
and my eolleagues: and  owr “Hansard”
staff, who are a eredit to Western Ausfralia,
deserve an expression of our appreciation of
the services they have cheerfully and effie-
intly rendered. The other officers and at-
tendants also have been responsive to the eall
of duty. In all these assurances 1 am cer-
tain I am voicing the opinions of every
member of the Council. I have also te
thunk members for the kindly consideration
and gencrous forbearsnee they have ex-
tended to me during this and previous ses-
sioms. T shall always have a delightful re-
membrance of my experience in the Coun-
cil. T tender to vou all the compliments of
the season. I trust vou will have a jovEul
Christmas and a very happy New Year. 1
meve-—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Thursday, the 20th January.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [9.14]:
T should like to join the Teader of the House
in his congratulations to you, Sir, to the
Chairman of Committees, and to the officers
of the House and to “Hansard.” T can only
re-echo his words. wishing vou o very happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. At
this ‘uneture we should say something of
the leader=hip of the Minister. Fle has heen
wonderfully kind and generous to us, and
we all appreciate his good feeling. 1 want to
ioin with him in the oxpressions he has
voieed.
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HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [9.15]:
1 wish te make a few remarks endorsing
what has been said by Mr. Ewing, [ feel we
shoula be a very poor crowd indecd did we
not realise the splendid lead we have from
the Chief Secretary in control of the hus-
iunss of the House, He bhas met u= all in
a kindly spirit whenever any of us conld not,
perhaps, be ready {o continne a debate, and
has always been willing, even at greal incon-
ventence to himself, to meet our desires in
Lringing forward the business of the House.
You, Sir, we all acknowledge to have heen
a tower of sirength, and yon have helped in
earrying through the husiness of the House
in a manner very gratifying to us all. We
recagnise also we have had the support of
officers of the House, and n very good meas-
ure from the “Hansard” staff. To the Chair-
man of Committees also we owe a very deep
debt. Many times when we on the floor of the
House have been somewhat in a tanzle he has
been rveady to put us on the right track and
to keep us up to the bhusiness, yet giving
cvervhody an opportunity for full discus-
sicn. At the same time I should like ta
welcome our new members and say how
heartily we have appreciated their ready
grasp of the work of the House. Also I
wish to mention our pleasure in having back
with us after their visits abroad, Mr. Love-
kin and Mr. Kitson. I hope fhey will for
long have opportunity to help us in our de-
bates, I heartily join with others in felici-
tating you, Sir, and I hope that your visit
to the Old Country will be in the highest
sense snceessful and enjoyable. I wish you
all the compliments of the season.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[918]: T shonld like to join with other
speakers in the greetings so ably extended
by the Minister to you, Sir, Tt is, T
think, a coineidence, ov almost a coincidence,
that we are tevrinating the session only a
few hours short of the {ime at which we
terminated on the same day last year. It
causes one to feel there must be something
in the atmosphere of this Chasnber that is
distinetly inspiring, somelhing that iuduces
us lo eling to the place: otherwise, I am
sure, we wounld make an cffort to terminate
our sessions more speedily. 1t indicates, too,
the spirit of harmony and goodwill by which
every member is actuated fowards von, Sir,
and towards the Chuirman of Committees,
the Chief Secretary and the Honorarv Min-
ister. Tt shows also that confidence and feel-
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ing of respect with whieh every wmeinber
regards this House. It is a place where
we can all give expression (o our
views freely, without arousing bitter
feeling in any member. It is o great
thing that one can give free expres-
gion to his thoughts and ideas on matiers
that come hefore us. Loung may that spirit
endure. The goodwill that has actuated
every member throughout the session, I
trust, will be appreciated by you, Mr. Presi-
dent, during this Christmes season.  The
Chairman of Cvmmittees has had more than
an arduous task., He has been confronted
with duties of almost unparalleled difficulty,
has surmounted them suceessfully and
shown by his gifte and ability that he is able
to perform the duties of his office with the
ntmost satisfaction to the Chamber. The
Leader of the Honse and the Honorary Min-
ister have likewise had difficult tasks to per-
form. Those tasks they have performed
with the greatest possible eredit to them-
selves. Notwithstanding ibe little incident
of vesterdav, the Leader ¢f the House can
rest assnred that he holds the supreme re-
gpect of every member of this Honse. I
join in all that has been said, not only as
regards yourself, Mr. President, but as re-
gards the officers, who have always shown a
readiness and willingness to assist every
member to overcome :cny diffenlty that con-
fronted him. The officers of the “Hansard”
staff have likewise hud a difficult task and
our good wishes certainly go forth to them.
These greetings come spontaneously from
every member.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [9.22]: Be-
fore the motion is put, may I be permitted
to add a few words of appreciation and of
thaoks. T desire to thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, hoth as a rolleazue and as President,
for the many ecourtesies and great eonsidera-
tion you have extended {0 me as Chairman
of Committees, and as a memher on
the floor of the House. I desire to
extend to the Leader of the House,
to the Honorary Minister and members
generally my thanks for their for-
bearance during my term as Chairman
of Committees. Tf I have served reasonably
satisfactorily, T shall be perfeetly satisfied
and thankful. 1 desire also to thank the
clerks and all the officers of the House down
to the humblest inessenger boy for the con-
sideration, courtesy and sttention thev have
displayed towards me at all times. I also

[COUNCIL.]

desire to join, in the thanks 1 have utiered,
those of my colleague Mr. Dodd, who has
expressly asked me to return thanks for
him. Last, but not least, T desire specially
to thank that wonderful body of men, the
“Hansard” statf. 1 had a due appreciation
of the “Hansard” staff when I was a mem-
ber on the floor of the House, but I desire to
say that since I lave had the honour of oe-
eupying the position of Chairman of Com-
mittees, my appreciation of the “Hansard”
men has inereasid a hundredfold. I wish
you, Mr. President, the season’s greetings
and the same to uil the ofRcers of the House.
May you, Sir, have a pleazant voyage to the
Old Country and a safe return.

THE PRESIDENT [9.25]: In a few
words I have to say before the session closes
I desire to express my appreciation of the
more than kind remarks that have been made
regarding myself personally. To me it is an
interesting faet that my first session as Pre-
sident should be marked by the passage off
an extraordinarily large number of Bills. I
understand it is a record number of Bills for
any session of the Western Australian Par-
liament. @ We have passed no fewer than
G2 Bills, and the highest previcus record
was established in 1912 when 59 Bills were
passed. [ mention this as an indication
of how heavy the work of the session has
been. To members who view the proceedings
from the floor of the House, it may appear
that the duties of President are very simple
and very easy. Since I have had experience,
however, 1 know differently. It is when mis-
takes are made and consequent complications
arise that the difficulties of the position are
realised. I have been three years Chairman
of Committees and one session President, and
the result of that experience has convinced
me that smoothness and easy running of the
business of the House can be attained only by
close attention and eonstant vigilanee on the
part of those who have charge of it. The
goodwill of the members is also neecessary,
and I have been strengthened by the feeling
that I have had that goodwill. T hope that in
this important first session of mine, I have
got through the work without error. I am
not conseious of having made any error, and
I feel deeply grateful for the consideration
and assistance I have received from all the
members without ezeeption. The general
public have litite idea of the heavy work
that the averare member of Parliament
does when he discharges his duty econ-
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scientiously. Members’ duties in attend-
ing to the requirements of their constituents
aTe never easy, more especially in the case
of some members of this House who
represent wide and scatlered areas; and
members thoroughly deserve a holiday
respite from their labours in this Cham-
her. | would like to join in the tribute that
has been paid to the hon. Mr. Drew for the
ability, the tact, the industry, and the fair-
ness he has invariably shown in his leader-
ship of this House. (Members: Hear, hear!)
From him, and from the Honorary Minister,
Mr. Hickey, I have received nothing but eour-
tesy and kindness. I wish lo thank all the
members for the consideration they have
shown to me in my office as President, and
also to thank them for the help they have
given me. I have received special help from
my old friend and colleague the Chairman of
Committees, the hon. Mr. Cornell. The Clerk
of Parliaments and the Clerk Assistant have
also rendered me valuable assistanee, and I
fully agree with what has been said regard-
ing the “Hansard” staff. To that staff the
Honse is indebted, and our thanks are due to
them. In wishing hon. members a happy
Christmas may I express the hope that they,
and also this great State in which we are all
so deeply interested, may enjoy a very pros-
perous new year.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.33 am. (Friday).
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The SIPEAKER tock the Chair at 11
a.n., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED—RAILWAY PRO-
JECT, KONDININ EASTWARD.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou.
A, MeCallum—=South Fremantle) [11.3]:
The Premier reeently laid on the Table cer-
tain papers reluting to the distriet which
would be served by the projected Kondinin
Eastward railway. The Engineer-in-Chief
has since proposed a different route going
out from Koudinin and ultimately right
through to Salmon Gums, linking up with
Corrigin, then coming on {o Brookton anmd
so to Avmadale and Fremantle. It would
then Le n Irunk line with Fremantle at one
end and Fsperance at the other. .\ second
line would ecome in at Southern Cross and
link up with Pingrap. This proposal of
the Engincer-in-Chief was referred to the
Raitway Advizory Beard. They have just
held a hurried meeting, and there is a divi-
sion of opinion amongst them on the mat-
ter.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Can we all speak
on this?

‘



